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PREFACE. 



In the work herewith submitted to the public, an 
attempt is made to discuss the exalted principles of 
Christian morality in a manner adapted to the com- 
prehension of the great mass of mankind. Each 
topic is designed to be complete in itself, and to bear 
directly on the practical duties of life. The author 
considers that it is essential for one to be orthodox in 
belief, and that it is of some importance at least that 
the professed Christian should demonstrate in his 
ordinary conduct the excellence of his religious creed. 
It is supposed that we contend for abstract dogmas 
with full as much zeal as we emulate each other in 
good deeds. If there is a deficiency in this respect, 
religious teachers may not be entirely exempt from 
blame. Should they rightly divide the word of God, 
and give each man his portion in due season, wisely 
discriminated and discreetly enforced, perhaps we 
might have an increased amount of enduring piety 
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coupled with soand morals in the pew, the shop, and 
counting-room. 

Said John Foster, << In the department of Christian 
morality, I think many of those who are distinguished 
as evangelical preacbers greatly and culpably defi- 
cient They rarely, if ever, take some one topic of 
moral duty, as honesty, veracity, impartiality. Chris- 
tian temper, forgiveness of injuries, temperance — ^in 
any of its branches^ — ^the improvement of time — and 
investigate specifically its [urinciples, rules, discrimina- 
tions, adaj)tations. There is none of the casuistry 
found in many of the old divines. Such discussions 
would have cost far more labor of thought than dwell- 
ing and expatiating on the general evangelical doc- 
trines ; but would have been eminently useful ; and 
it is very necessary, in order to set the people's judg- 
ment and consciences to rights. It is partly ior con- 
sequence of this neglect (very general, I believe,) that 
many religious kind of people have unfixed and ill- 
fated apprehensions of moral discriminations." The 
testimony of Robert Hall is equally in point' ^ Be 
not afraid of devoting whole sermons to particular 
parts of moral conduct and religious duties. It is 
impossible to give right views of them, unless you 
dissect characters, and describe particular virtues and 
vices. ^ The fruits of the flesh,' and ' the fruits of the 
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Spirit,' must be distinctly pointed out To preach 
againsf sin in general, without descending to particu- 
lars, may lead many to complain of the evil of their 
hearts, while, at the same time, they are wholly inat- 
tentive to the evil of their conduct." 

In constructing the following chapters, the author 
has relied mainly on the teachings of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, but not exclusively. Ethical writers, ancient 
sages and modem poets have recorded striking 
thoughts on the themes herein discussed, and their 
aflSrmations are regarded as none the less pertinent 
and valuable because they did not enslave themselves 
to a sect, nor serve limited circles as bigoted dogma- 
tists. The best impressions of the best minds in 
every age and clime can be, and ought to be, subor- 
dinated to the illustration and enforcement of the great 
doctrines which relate to man's temporal and eternal 
weal. 
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PROVERBS FOR THE PEOPLE. 



CHAPTER I, 

INTEODUCTOBY, 
THE WISE PBEACHER. 

<* The preacher set in order many proverbs," EccL 12: 9, 
Solomon wrote this text at the close of his mission as an 
inspired teacher, and while under the greatest solicitude to 
do good. He had profited by critical and comprehensive ob- 
servation, as well as by profound reflection, and had learned 
much from experience good and bad. Feeling the vanity of 
earthly enjoyments, and the inefficiency of human wisdom, 
he devoutly seeks to draw his readers to heavenly sources, 
and would imprint on their mind divine precepts. 

In subsequent chapters, it will be. our purpose to expound 
a number of the wise preacher's proverbs ; at present, as in- 
troductory to the series, we wiU consider their general char- 
acter, as being pleasing, practical, ennobling, and salutary. 

First, the Proverbs of Solomon are pleasing to refined tade. 
The wise man himself gave the happiest definition of the 
sententious aphorisms and parables of wisdom he had sought 
out and set in order, when he said they were like apples of 
gold in pictures of silver, — substantial worth symmetrically 
embodied and elegantly adorned. He was a preacher accus- 
tomed to employ acceptable words fiill of pungent and profit- 
able instruction. No man ever excelled him in the happy 
2 
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combinatioii of exalted principle and exact detail of piacticey 
•—admonition that is faithful, conyeyed in language the most 
fascinating and kind. Like the prince of apostles under a 
later dispensation, he exhorts, comforts, and reproves, as a 
&ther doth his children. The benevolence of his heart equals 
the sagacity of his mind ; he is severe, without being repul- 
sive, and eminentlj instructive, without being either fiigid at 
dry. 

An eminent modem student and translator of Solomon's 
works, speaks of them as follows : ^ The great object in each 
of the Proverbs is, to enforce a moral principle in words so 
few, that they may be easily learned, and so curiously select- 
ed and arranged, that they may strike and ^ the attention 
instantaneously ; while, to prevent the mind fn»n becoming 
&t]gued by a long series of detadied sentences, they are per- 
petually diveroified by the changes of style and figure. Some- 
times the style is rendered striking by its peculiar simplicity, 
or the familiarity of its illustration ; sometimes by the gran- 
deur or loftiness of the simile employed on the occasion; 
sometimes by an enigmatical obscurity, which rouses the cu- 
riosity ; very frequendy by a strong and catching antithesis ; 
occasionally by a playful iteration of the same word ; and in 
numerous instances by the elegant pleonasms or the expan- 
sion of a single or common idea by a luxuriance of agreeable 
w'ords.*' 

Every intelligent reader of that portion of the Bible here 
referred to^ will certify to the justness of the critical judgment 
just quoted. Of the universal attractiveness and utility of 
such sententious forms of instruction, no other testimony need 
be added to what is contained in the following judicious 
words by Cardan : ^ Brevity of language is q£ excellent ser- 
vice to persons of competent ability and knowledge, though to 
stupid and ignorant persons it may be useless. To those who 
have the power of understanding many things comprised in 
few words, this style impresses the mind with moare force, 
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brings light and preveiits things from vaniahing throof^ ob» 
livion; does not produce weariness ; and while it increases the 
aatboritj of the speaker, augments also in the hearer the de- 
sire of being gratified" 

In the seeond place, prorerbs are practical in Amr um. 
True religion is not of ^ head only, nor of the heart only; 
it is the coltiyatcnr and nourisher <£ all our faculties, and acts 
upon our wbde person, in its legitimate development, as the 
God of nature forms a tree or flower, unfolding all parts at 
the same time, breathing life and beauty on every leaf. The 
proyerbs of Solomon teem with wisdom the most august, the 
most o(»nprehenaye, and the most practical. They are eon- 
densed maarims, fitted to every region and adapted to aU ages. 
Their author was inspired with superhuman wisdom, and 
this gives dignity to his instructions ; he was wonderfuDy skill- 
ed in the knowledge of mankind, and this renders his teaching 
always pertinent, since the constituent elements of our race 
never chaise. 

The portion of sacred record now under connderation is of 
especial importance to young persons. ^ It is,** says Dr. Good, 
^chiefly confined to the conduct of early life. All the most 
formidable dangers to which this season is exposed, and the 
sins which most easily beset it, are painted with the hand 
of a master. And while the progress and issues of vice are 
exhibited under a variety of the most striking delineations 
and metaphors in their utoiost deformity and honor ; all the 
beauties of language, and all the force of eloquence are poured 
forth in the diversified form of earnest expostulation, insinuat- 
ing tenderness, elevating ai^ument and sublime allegoiy, to 
win the ingenuous youth to virtue and piety, and to fix hhn 
in a steady pursuit of Ins duties towards God and man. Vir- 
tue is pronounced in the very outset to be essential wisdom, 
and vice or wickedness essential folly. The only wise man, 
therefore, is declared to be the truly good and virtuous, or he 
that fears God, and reverences his law; while the man of viee 
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and wickedness is a fool, a stubborn or perverse wretch, and 
an abomination to Jehovah." 

In dealing with the writings of Solomon, as with all other 
inspired penmen, it should be our main endeavor to attach 
to each sentence its own literal and specific meaning, aa it 
is under this rule that we most directly arrive at ite spiritual 
signification — ^the mind of the Spirit. We are bound to draw 
practical instruction from the literal meaning of each proverb. 
It is designed that in this way we should find the greatest 
variety and the richest abundance. Lord Bacon, in hia <' Ad- 
vancement of Learning," viewing the Proverbs in this lights 
speaks of them in the highest strain of praise. <' Beside a code 
of laws directly religious, a variety of admirable rules stream 
forth fiom the deep recesses of wisdom, and spread over the 
whole field." It is this diversity and wealth of admirable 
rules, adapted to all classes and pursuits, that we propose to 
consider in subsequent chapters. 

It is practical religion in the pulpit and in the pew, in the 
common walks of life and in all the pursuits of business, that 
we most need. The inculcation of duty is no less essential than 
the defence of doctrine. The hypocritical professor of godli- 
ness may not relish the preaching that exsufis consistency; 
but they who sincerely desire to gbrify God in their i»x^es- 
sion, will not complain when told how exalted are the precep- 
tive laws of that religion they are pledged to exemplify. 
Some portions of Scripture are designed to show us the glory 
of our high calling ; while other parts, of equal importance, 
minutely and with infinite solicitude detail to us how we are 
to walk worthy of it. From the writings of Paul, we learn 
our ultimate completeness in Christ; but a carefiil observ- 
ance of Solomon's precepts will efiectually teach us how that 
completeness is obtained. We may reasonably glory in our 
high exaltation, as joint heirs with our Lord, made to sit to- 
gether in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ; but it would be 
unwise to do this without remembering that the first law of the 
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Messiah's kingdom requires that we should deal jufldy, love 
mercy, and walk humbly before Grod. 

It is the sjmptcMn of a diseased condition, when a patient 
desires intoxicating draughts, rather than wholescmie aliment 
When a religionist is more voracious of excitement than in- 
struction, and is much more prompt to fight for a dogma than 
to iUnstrate his infallibilitj by a noble' demeanor, he would 
do well to search into the divinity of a faith which is so barren 
of heavenly deeds. Sir Mathew Hale esteemed it the most 
oondudve to spiritual health, ^ to be impressed and affected^ 
and to have old and known truths reduced to experience and 
practice.'' It will not answer that the mighty things of the 
Goi^l — the realities of eternity— should have a place in de- 
ncmiinational hand-books and not in our hearts. What is shut 
up in human creeds will probably be resorted to on sacred 
days ; but that only which is divinely breathed into the soul 
will mould it into the image of God and be reduced to prac- 
tice at every step of our earthly pilgrimage. 

Thirdly, sacred Proverbs are ennobling in their tendency* 

In the first place, they present the most concise forms of 
wisdiMn. Proverbial teaching is one of the most ancient 
and efficient modes of instruction. The sayings of the seven 
sages of Greece, and the choice maxima of other renowned 
teachers of antiquity, are preserved with great care and deem- 
ed of the greatest value. 

But undoubtedly the best specimens in form and substance 
are the Proverbs of the Bible, and these are of the very ear- 
liest date. ^ As saith the proverb of the ancients," is an ex- 
pression in the first book of Samuel, which indicates that this 
form of teaching was recognized long before Solomon. But 
it was the wisdom of that monarch that gave to aphoristic say- 
ings their greatest renown. In the first book of Kings we are 
told that <<he spake three thousand proverbs." The most 
regal thing about Solomon was his intellect, and this he seems 
to have exercised with the greatest diligence. Gassic ages 
2* 
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aod more recent times have produced distinguished men who 
have imitated his style, hut none have ever emulated with suc- 
cess the depth and force of his thought ; he was ^ the dis* 
dple of none, hut the instructor of them all." 

It is to this author alone that the apostrophe of the son of 
Siradb can justly be applied : ^ How wise wast thou in thy 
youth, and as a flood fllled with understanding ! Thy soul 
covered the whole earth, and thou flllest it with dark parables.*' 
Eusebius, referring to this last expression, remarks of Solo- 
mon, that while " inspired by divine wisdom, he consecrated 
all his writings to the profit and salvation of souls ; yet he 
used these <dark parables' for the exercise of the mind." 

In the second place, in proverbs we have the most profit- 
able type of wisdom. Their statements of doctrine may not 
be so explicit as in some later portions of Scripture, but what 
they do assert is of the very highest importance. In par- 
ticular are we here taught to combine reflection with action — 
nourishing a mind that ponders over a heart that prays. If 
we would soar above the sickly regions of effeminate senti- 
mentalism, we must search for novelty and excitement with 
less avidity than for the rugged and enduring elements of solid 
instruction. As saith the author of the Book of Wisdom, 
" Set your affection upon my words. Desire them, and ye 
shall be instructed. Wisdom is glorious, and never fadeth 
away; yea, she is easily seen of those that love her, and 
found of such as seek her. She preventeth those that desire 
her, in making herself first known unto them. Whoso seek- 
eth her early shall have no great travail ; for he shall find her 
sitting at his doors. Whoso watcheth for her shall quickly 
be without care. For she goeth about seeking such as are 
worthy of her, showeth herself favorably unto them in the 
ways, and meeteth them in every thought." 

Religion, to be permanently influential, must be intelligent. 
Nothing can be foreign to the welfare of the soul that is pro- 
ductive of light and vigor to the mind. A discrimination of 
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this s<H*t — a divorcing of the heart and intellect at the shrine 
of highest worship— is a distinction without a difference. 
Christ institated the sacrament oommemoratiye of his mission 
and triumph with elements die most substantial and exhilarat- 
ing, and such should all religious instruction be. 

Theoretic Christianity must necessarily become practical, 
before it can either benefit man or glorify LnmanueL He 
who loves his creed more than he loves the happiness of 
mankind, — the &natic who abounds more in passions than in 
reasons, — and the censorious zealot who vituperates all Chris- 
tians not of his own sect, would do well to indicate in their 
own exalted character what they mean by arrogating to them- 
selves superlative exceUence, and why they obtrude their 
daims bef<H*e the world as especial saints. 

Religion is not so much an arbitrary assemblage of dog- 
matic rules printed in a book or stored in the memory, as a 
living principle which always signalizes its presence in its 
power to inspire active magnanimity and stamp grandeur on 
beneficent deeds. The highest truths are imprinted on the 
devout in order to be reflected in perpetual enterprise for 
God. Sacred principles are not designed to minister solace 
to selfishness nor sanctification to indolence, but are placed 
at our disposal to be humbly contemplated and perpetually 
employed. In the support of human indigence and the reno- 
vation of a depraved world, beneficence infinite and finite are 
always conjoined. When the multitudes of famishing wan- 
derers were fed in the desert of Arabia with daily showers of 
aogel's food, the hand of God alone could bestow the gift, but 
the common mercy of man must gather it. Power and good- 
ness from on high are never bestowed on our race but through 
the power of goodness here below. 

The proverbs of Solomon are invaluable, because they most 
clearly teach the importance of correct and immovable princi- 
ples in the heart; conduct full of nobleness and integrity 
in every walk of life ; the necessity and usefulness of self- 
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disdpline ; and tlie importance of bringing eyerj purpose as 
well as every act to the test of God's holy word. It is such 
broad and practical views of religioas obligatioa that we need 
to have constantly before us. The sqphist in Plato who 
thinks he can be pious while he persecutes his own fiUher, 
and affirms that holiness being only a part of justice^ is con- 
fined to the worship of God in temples, and that the ordinary 
conduct of life belongs to another sphere, reas(»i8 strangely* 
it is true, but in exact accordance with the apparent beli^ of 
many modem Christians* 

The man of doctrine should exhilMt the holiness of doe- 
trine ; and his good example will be the divinest memoiial he 
can place before his fellow-men, or leave behind him im the 
earth. But people much rather hear about their privileges 
than their duties. Prove to a man that he is elected to be 
self-willed, bigoted and lazy, a drone who is at ease in Zion 
and a scandal to those without, and he will be mightily edified. 
<<0, that is sound doctrine,'' says he, ^mj soul will never 
(}tarve on that" 

When professors of religion are saints in their prayers and 
dishonest worldlings in their conduct, it is not strange if scMne 
sagacious observer should be reminded of Paul's exhcMitalaon 
to the PhiHppians, and say to such, ^ whatsoever things are 
true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report-— think on 
these things." 

Fourthly, the scriptural maxims, the merits of which we 
are discussing, are not only pleasing to the taste, practical 
in their use, and ennobling in their tendency, but they aro 
saving in their design. 

We are told by the highest authority, that <'all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction^ for instruction in righteousness; 
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works." This is the design of the Bible — ^not to 
teach science, but religion ; not to make polemics, but men of 
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pTofbnnd and practical godliness. That this was especially 
designed in the book of Proverbs is indicated by the fact, that, 
of all portions of the Old Testament, none is more frequently 
quoted in the New than this. Here, we not only have the 
minutest and most accurate observation of human nature, and 
the very best rules of common life, but everywhere shines out 
the most ravishing views of Grod and godliness. So that, as 
Scott well remarks, " we shall perceive the meaning and utility 
of the Proverbs, in proportion to our experience in true reli- 
^on, our acquaintance with our own hearts, and with human 
nature, and the extent and accuracy of our observation on the 
charaeter and affairs of men." Jerome's advice to one of his 
friends respecting the education of his daughter is : ^ Let her 
have first of all the hock of Psalms for holiness of heart, 
and be instructed in the Proverbs of Solomon for her godly 
life." In the description which Mathew Henry gave of his 
admirable mother, he said she was ^ one who was well versed 
in Sol<»Qon's Proverbs, and the rules of wisdom, which may 
be fetched from thence for the conduct of human life, and knew 
how to apply them, and to use knowledge aright" 

No one can place too high an estimate on these sacred 
words of counsel. Their author well defined their power to 
produce pungent and enduring impressions, when he compared 
ihem to ^ goads, and nails fastened by the Master of assem- 
blies," closely driven home to the heart and conscience, where 
they enstamp themselves in permanent effects. 

<< Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?" in- 
quired the royal bard of Israel ; and his wise son has re- 
sponded correctly, ^ By taking heed thereto according to thy 
word." Both father and son indited parts of the divine vol- 
ume whidi Paul, writing to the Colossians, called << the Word 
of Quist." All parts, in order to be efficaciously studied, 
must be brought around the cross and read in the same super- 
natural light. 

The wise preacher will set these Proverbs in order before 
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his people« The true ambassadw is faithfuL He shuns not 
to declare the whxAe counsel of God ; not giving unnatural 
prominence to particular truths, hut displaying all in a scrip 
tural proportion and with judicious zeaL It is his business 
not to handle the word of God deceitfuUj ; but by manifeft- 
tation of the truth to commend himself to eyerj man's con- 
science in the sight of God. The grand aim of the gospel min- 
istry is, to deUver the jeopardized from the snares of the devil, 
who taketh men captive at his wilL This can never be accom- 
plished by pointless generalities. Particular sins must be 
specifically described ; the perils to be avoided must be made 
known ; then will instruction be the law of the wise to keep 
them in the divine path securely. When the tongue of a reli- 
gious teacher is wise it is health, both to himself and to his 
people. 

^ God hath made everything beautifiil in his time," says 
his word ; every duty he has imposed is acceptable in its pro- 
portion and appropriate place. Religion is a matter as much 
of order as of grace. One table of the divine law is for hea- 
ven, the other for earth. Our relations to God will be most 
clearly discerned and best discharged, when we love mercy, 
deal justly, and walk humbly among men. K we are not 
Christians relatively and universally, then are we not naily; 
if dishonest m our dealings with men, it is blasphemy to talk 
of communion with Grod. Where is our title to the skies, so 
long as we pollute earth with sins of heart, hand, or tongue ? 
Have we a money transacti<Hi, a perscMial depredation, ot a 
secret sin of any kind, that we should be ashamed to have 
proclaimed upon the housetops ? K so, then are the preten- 
sions we make to superior sanctity the most aggravated crimes 
we commit ^ What a God must he be," said a poor Asiatic 
of the Spaniards, ^who has such bloody men for his ser- 
vants and children." "• Ye cannot serve God and mammon," 
said Jesus. It is impossible to make your rellgicm one thing 
and your business another. 
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Those persons who have the highest noHons in theology, 
often have the lowest and most contracted feelings. He who 
sd<Mes most for his tithe of mint, annise, or cmnmin, wiD 
be most fadie to omit the weightier matters of the law in every 
sense whidi seems to him to conflict with his avowed and 
fbrionsly defended creed In all snch instances, a vulgar 
familiaritj, or morbid ^oom, takes the place of Christian 
simplicity; they engender strife by their dogmatic dispotar 
tioDS, and create prolific discord and heart-bnmingB where the 
hmoxioiis quietade of a wise &ith would difinse perpetual 
charity and peace. ^ Thou, O ipan of God, flee these things.** 
Bemember that it is only while we exercise oar mental en- 
dowments and spiritual graces without affectation and without 
wrath, that we are gratified to impart, while we receive de- 
light 

Everywhere in the Gospel are we warned against dangers 
of tills kind. According to what we are told in the seventh 
of Matthew, the orthodox professor who takes up his opinion, 
and puts on appearances,— only to keep the spirit of charity 
out of his heart, and to quiet his conscience without striving 
after a holy life,-^nters a way which seemeth right to him 
and pursues it not only to the grave, but even to the throne 
of God, where, alas! before heaven shut and hell opened, he 
learns the truth too late; 

The conclusion of the whole matter is, that a religion en- 
tirely of notions is no religion. The absence of beneficent ac- 
tion attests the absence of everything valuable in life, — the 
heart has no pulse of affection, and the hands create nothing 
good. It is only as notions melt into charity and flow out in 
noble pr&dples, warm and beneficent, that existence becomes 
a blessing, and God is honored. When a human heart dis- 
solves in penitence and devotion under the mild look of Him 
who said, ^ let your light so shine," then does it indeed become 
a well-€pring of life to him that hath it, refreshing to him- 
self and a blessing to all mankind. 
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The most potent and persuasiye harbingers of the Gospel 
are benevolent deeds, and the best commentary on Christian- 
ity is a consistent life. How is that man prepared to ex- 
emplify holiness or teach it, who has a fisJse measure, an un- 
equal balance, an intentional error in his cash account, or a 
malignant purpose in his heart? Let us ever bear in mind 
that all religious worth consists in doing God*s will, and not 
merely in professing it Be ye warmed, be ye dothed, be ye 
fed, be ye kindly treated, are words, not Christian graces ; — 
cold things of indifferent lips, not the holy faith that ema- 
nates from the cross. 

They who are most like heaven, and appear to be travel- 
ling thither with firmest step, with a pure conscience and 
sincere prayer seek for holy light upon their narrow path ; so 
that, as said old bishop Hall, ^ we are not scrupulous and 
nice in small matters, negligent in the main ; we are still cu- 
rious in substantial points, and not careless in things of an 
inferior nature ; accounting no duty so small as to be neglect- 
ed, and no care great enough for principal duties; not so 
tithing mint and cummin, that we should forget justice and 
judgment ; nor yet regarding judgment and justice, that we 
should contemn mint and cummin." Our adorable Saviour, 
in asserting for our guidance the relative value of fundamen- 
tal doctrines and decorative graces, rendered the matter dear 
and the duties of all imperative, in the remarkable words to 
the scribes and pharisees: << These ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the other undone." 



Digitized 



by Google 



CHAPTER II. 

CAPTIOTJSKBSS; 
OBy THE CENSOBIOUS MAN. 

" Grievous words stir up anger," Prov. 15: 1. We infer 
&om this language, and from general observation, that the 
acrimonious words of censorious persons kindle no light in 
the world except that which gleams from angry flames power- 
ful only to destroy. Of this truth there are but too many sad 
instances recorded in the word of Gk)d, and illustrated within 
the scope of every observant mind. But in order to render 
the subject plain and practical to all, we will proceed to show 
that the censorious man is always ready to find fault; that he 
complains without sufficient cause ; criticises without just dis- 
crimination ; and, since he is never impelled by generosity, 
bis bickerings can do no permanent good. 

In the first place, the censorious man is prompt to complain. 
It has been said that an Irishman is at peace, only when 
he is in a quarrel ; a Scotchman is at home, only when he is 
abroad ; an Englishman is contented, only while finding &.ult 
with something or somebody ; and, let us add, that a captious, 
busy, blustering, impetuous American is at the height of fe- 
licity, only while he is in all these tumultuous conditions at 
the same time. Place of birth and peculiarity of dialect mat- 
ters not ; wherever the graceless cynic throws around him 
" the rhinoceros skin of impudence," the identity of his charac- 
ter is fixed, and is very likely to remain unchanged. His 
misanthropic heart is a fountain of bitterness, whose incessant 
flow indicates a disposition perpetually perverse. By a few 
3 



Digitized 



by Google 



26 PROVERBS FOR THE PEOPLE. 

masterly ouUines, the great bard has presented a Tivid portrai- 
ture of the censorious man. '< Thou wilt quarrel with a man 
that hath a hair more, or a hair less, in his beard, than thou hast 
Thou wilt quarrel with a man for cracking nuts, having no 
other reason but because thou hast hazel eyes : What eye, 
but such an eye, would spy out such a quarrel? Thy bead 
is as full of quarrels, as an egg is full of meat" 

Says Solomon, "An ungodly man diggeth up evil; and 
in his lips there is a burning fire. A froward man soweth 
strife ; and a whisperer separateth chief friends." Instead of 
« covering all " in the spirit of the gospel, the captious are 
most busy in digging up evil ; they " search for hid treasure," 
black and foul as their own loathsome spirit, and take the 
greatest delight in reviving what had been long buried,. ouly 
to invest it with aggravating circumstances and a more en- 
venomed life. Such a perturbed and wretched anarchist goes 
forth with diligent hand to sow the seed of strife in every fur- 
row of society, — seed that spring up only in tempests, and gen- 
erate the worst pestilence from the rotten fruits they produce. 

It is not uncommon for this class of persons to assign good 
motives for their bad deeds. A divine proverb says, " An 
hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbor." Haman, 
under a pretence of loyalty, attempted to destroy a whole na- 
tion. Ziba, under the same false garb, would have destroyed 
his neighbor. Ahab, the lying prophet, from mere wilfulness, 
ruined his brother. The hypocrite's mouth is " a world of ini- 
quity ;" it contains " a little member " always armed and active 
against true greatness, a weapon fearfully destructive since, 
as the apostle James declares, it is " set on fire of helL" 

To conciliate the censorious is almost impossible. They are 
usually the most obdurate, because most prejudiced ; therefore 
they are the last to appreciate kindness, and least susceptible 
to conviction. 

'* All seems infected that the infected spy, 
And all seems yellow to the jaundiced eye." 
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The influence of such individuals is well stated in the fol- 
lowing Scripture : ^ The north wind biingeth forth ram : so 
dodi a backbiting tongue an ai^ry countenance." To suppress 
rage is undoubtedly a duty, but it is a task the hardest to per- 
form in the presence of those who are constantly finding fimlt. 
The evil is aggravated by the fact that those who are most 
tantalizing are always the most unworthy of regard. The most 
contemptible foes are the most annoying ; as Southey has said, 

" Quick am I to feel 
Light ills, — perhaps o'erhastj; sammer gnats, 
Finding my cheek nngaarded, may infix 
Their skin-deep stings, to vex and irritate; 
Bat if the wolf or forest boar be nigh, 
I am awake to danger. Even so 
Bear I a mind of steel and adamant 
Against all greater wrongs.** 

Grievous words are the oil which augments the flame of 
passion and intensifies its heat ; for this reason they should 
be studiously repelled and repressed. Says an old and wise 
counsellor, " When men are provoked, speak gently to them, 
and they will be pacified ; as the Ephraimites were by Gide- 
on's mildness : whereas, on a like occasion, by Jeptha's rough- 
ness they were exasperated, and the consequences were bad. 
Eeason will be better spoken, and a righteous cause better 
pleaded, with meekness, than with passion ; hard arguments 
do best with soft words." 

In the second place, the censorious man usually complains 
without sufiicient cause. In all waters there are some fish 
that love to swim against the stream ; and in every commu- 
nity persons are to be found who delight in being opposed to 
everybody else. Demand a reason for their obstinate dissent, 
and you will probably obtain a reply about as intelligent and 
magnanimous as the one recorded in the following lines : 

** I do not like yon Doctor Fell, 
The reason why, I cannot tell, 
Bnt— I do not like you Doctor Fell." 
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It 18 painful to see persons thus <^tdng in their own grease," 
as anger without reason is like fire under an empty kettle, 
it bums the vessel to no purpose. Such a frantic member of 
society is a ftuious beast in his demeanor towards more 
worthy associates, because the native impulse is grovelling 
and bestial which sways himself. It was with a vain hope 
of correcting this fatal eccentricity, that Burke wrote as fel- 
lows to his captious friend Barry, while studying his art at 
Rome, ^^ That you have just subjects of indignation always, 
and of anger often, I do noways doubt ; who can live in the 
world without some trial of his patience ? But believe me, my 
dear Barry, that the arms with which the ill-dispositions of 
the world are to be combated, and the qualities by which it 
is to be reconciled to us, and we reconciled to it, are modera- 
tion, gentleness, a little indulgence to others, and a great deal of 
distrust of ourselves ; which are not qualities of a mean spirit, 
as some may possibly think them, but virtues of a great and 
noble kind, and such as dignify our nature, as much as they 
contribute to our repose and fortune ; for nothing can be so un- 
worthy of a well-composed soul as to pass away life in bicker- 
ings and litigations ; in snarling and scuffling with every one 
about us. Again and again, my dear Barry, we must be at 
peace with our species, if not for their sakes, yet very much 
for our own." 

Stiff necks are always diseased ones, and trees that are hol- 
low are the most unbending; but their inflexibility is the 
product and proof of unsoundness rather than of strength. 
A delicate and flexile demeanor is a prominent trait in pol- 
ished hfe. The hostility of the truly great is always marked 
by courteous generosity ; while mediocrity is perpetually envi- 
ous towards original minds and magnanimous thoughts. The 
undisciplined harshness and ftirious invective of such is the ex- 
ponent of their native meanness and the badge of predestined 
contempt Says Schiller, " How should they, who know no 
other measure of worth than the toil of acquisition and its pal- 
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pable resoltfl, be capable of estimating the calm operatkm of 
taste upon the outward and inward nuio, while the j regard 
the fortuitous disadvantages of polite literature, without its 
essential benefits. The man without perception of form de- 
spises all grace in eloquence as corruption, all elegance in con* 
yersation as hypocrisy, all delicacy and loftiness of demeanor 
as exaggeration and affectation* He can never forgive it 
in the fiivorite of the graces, that, as a companion, he adorns 
all cirdes, as a man of business, moulds all heads to his de- 
signs, as an author, imprints, perhaps, his spirit on the whole 
of his century, while Ae, the victim of drudgery, with all his 
knowledge can command no attention, nor move so much as a 
stone from its place." 

The emotion most profoundly experienced by ambitious 
mediocrity is envy at the success of industrious merit ; ev- 
ery word of praise he hears bestowed on the deserving is 
bewailed as a leaf torn ^m his own scanty garland. There- 
fore is he 

" Beady in gibes, quick-answer*d, saucy, and 
As qaarrellons as the weasel.*' 

Jeffiry, the most sagacious of modem critics, has said, ^ There is 
notiiing so certain, we take it, as that those who are the most 
alert in discovering the faults of a work of genius, are the least 
touched with its beauties." This is an important thought, and, 
to generalize it as a fitting close of this part of our subject, let 
us add, that those who most admire and appreciate excellence 
of all kinds, are a much nobler class of persons than those 
who are the keenest to detect flaws and the most boisterous 
in exaggerating defects. 

Thirdly, the censorious man criticises without discrimination, 
and therefore is certain to condemn without justice. Censo- 
riousness is a compound of many of the worst passions ; latent 
pride, which discovers the mote in our brother's eye, but hides 
the beam in our own ; malignant envy, which, wounded at the 
3* 
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noble talents and saperior pro6perit7 of others^ transfimns 
them into the objects and food of its malice, if possible obscur- 
ing the splendor it is too base to emulate; disguised hatied, 
which difihses, in its perpetual mutterings, the irritable venmn 
of the heart ; servile duplidly , which fiilsomelj praises to the 
&ce, and blackens behind the back ; shameless levity, which 
sacrifices the peace and reputation of the absent, merely to 
give barbarous stbgs to a jocular conversation ; all together 
forming an aggregate the most desolating on earth, and nearest 
in character to the malice oi helL ^ The tongue of the slan- 
derer," says Massillon, ^ is a devouring fire, whidi tarnishes 
whatever it touches ; which exercises its fiirj on the good grain, 
equally as on the chaff; on the profane, as^on the sacred; 
which wherever it passes, leaves only desolation and ruin ; 
digs even into the bowels of the earth, and fixes itself on things 
the most hidden ; turns into vile ashes, what, only a mom^it 
before, had appeared to us so precious and brilliant ; acts with 
more violence and danger than ever, in the time when it was 
apparently smothered up and almost extinct ; which blackens 
what it cannot consume, and sometimes sparkles and delights 
before it destroys." 

For many years past, the habitual tone of British critics 
in regard to this country, has been of the most unmanly and 
ungenerous character. The true .occasion of all this detrac- 
tion, falsehood and abuse is well understood by observing and 
sagacious citizens. . Our nation, by the act of God and the 
virtuous zeal of our fathers, without any merit or demerit of 
our own, has been placed in such a situation, political, geo- 
graphical, and statistical, as to make us more likely than 
any other power to rival or surpass Great Britain in com- 
mercial pursuits, population, wealth and national greatness. 
It will not help the matter to deny the facts in the case, nor 
will the destiny of our republic be arrested by the malignity of 
her foes. A distinguished writer in the North American Re- 
view, touching this matter, inquires, "Is the petulant and 
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peevish spirit, which they regularly abow in regftrd to this 
subject, such a one as we should naturally expect fimn a 
gxeat and gallant nation, that still maintainft, thou^ in the 
wane of her fi>rtnnes, a loffy standing among the leading 
powers of the world ? Is it not more like the petty spite of a 
faded beauty, who would gladly if she dared, tear out the eyes 
of a younger rival, because that she feels that their histre 
eclipses that of her own ?" 

But unjustifiable detraction always proves the weakness 
as well as meanness of the party that employs it To be 
constantly carping at, and exaggerating petty blemishes in the 
characters of others, putting an unfavorable construction on 
their language, or ^ damning with faint praise " their deeds, 
betrays on the part of the detractor a conscious inability to 
maintain a reputable standing cm legitimate and honorable 
grounds. The course pursued proves him to be a sour, 
surly, mean-spirited creature, and we may at once conclude 
that he is a man disappointed and broken-down. He be- 
longs to the miserable race whose special vocation it is to 
^murder fame," — ^loathsome leeches on the body politic, or 
ferocious vampire-bats, that mutilate all the pure things they 
can reach, and corrode with their poisonous slime everything 
they do not speedily destroy. In every social organization, it 
may be expected that there will be at least one of these, who^ 
to use the expressive language of the poet— ^ 

" Devotes to scandal his congenial mind, 
Himself a living libel on mankind." 

Says the wise man, ^ It is as sport to a fool to do mischief." 
It is not uncommon to find persons so wanton in heart and 
judgment as to be willing to indulge in mischievous jokes 
which inflict on a neighbor the severest pain. They will 
perpetrate a bitter jest, though by it they sacrifice a friend 
and create a foe. Like the anxious wife in the poet's story, 
the censorious person will pertinaciously " nurse his wrath to 
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keep it wann/' and seek a place in all companies only to ex- 
asperate ill feelings and augment the tide of vituperation. 
Thej are the stubborn sort^ 

" Who, if they once grow fond of an opinion, 
They call it honor, honesty, and faith, 
And sooner part with life than let it go." 

The perpetual complaints of such, to use the simile of an M 
writer, << are like unto a new cart, which screaks and cries, 
eyen whilst it had no burden but its own wheels, whereas 
that which is long used, and well liquored, goes silentlj away 
with an heavy load." 

Canting bigotry and carping criticism are usually the pro- 
duct of obtuse sensibilities and a pusillanimous wilL Plutarch 
tells us of an idle and effeminate Etrurian, who found fault 
with the manner in which Themistodes had conducted a re- 
cent campaign. " What," said the hero in reply, " have you, 
too, something to say about war, who are like the fish that 
has a sword, but no heart" He is always the severest cen- 
sor on the merits of others, who has the least worth of his own. 
For the want of deep and sincere emotion, hypocrites are 
necessarily poor orators, and they are always ready to ac- 
cuse successM speakers of employing more art than them- 
selves, whereas those whom they malign have only a more 
exalted and active soul within them. The lethargic calumni- 
ator, too stupid to coin refined and enthusiastic sentiment, is 
powerful only in the exercise of brutal force. But once in- 
vade the contracted sphere wherein his belligerent passions 
lie ambushed ever ready to spring upon the unguarded vic- 
tim, and you are attacked with a fury as sudden and boisterous 
as it is undeserved. 

** He speaks plain cannon, fire and smoke, and bounce. 
He gives the bastinado with his tongne; 
Our ears are cudgeVd ; not a word of his, 
But buffets better than a fist of France ; 
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Zounds ! I was neTer so bethamp'd with words, 
Since I first caird my brother's &ther, dad.** 

But ^ afironts are innocent, when men are worthless,'' and 
inveterate fault-finders are the objects not so much of hate 
as of commiseration, on the ground that he who can please 
nobody, is not so much to be pitied, as he whom nobod j can 
please. 

The Sandwich Islanders murdered Captain Cook, but 
adored his bones. It is after the same manner that the cen- 
sorious treat deserving men. They first immolate them in 
the most savage mode of sacrifice, and then declare the relics 
of their victim to be sacred. Crabbed members of churches 
and other societies will quarrel a pastor or leading member 
away, and then with snappish tone will complain of his ab- 
sence, invidiously comparing him with his successor, and mak- 
ing the change they have caused the occasion of a still keener 
fight, simply to indulge the unslumbering malice of their un- 
feeling heart The rancor with which they would silence one, 
the envy with which they hurry another into seclusion, and the 
inexorable bitterness under the corrosion of which a third is 
brought prematurely to the grave, proves how indiscriminate 
are their carping comments, and how identical towards aQ 
degrees of merit is their infernal hate. 

A moral being of the highest and purest cast will forfeit 
none of his dignity by occasionally forging the shafts of satiro ; 
but he will be studious to increase the polish of his weapon 
in exact proportion to the keenness of its point and the ve- 
locity of its flight Men who find fault on grounds of good 
taste and just principle are not such as are described in the 
following extract fix)m the Course of Time ; 

" The critics — some, but few, 
Were worthy men: and earned renown which had 
Immortal roots ; but most were weak and vile : 
And as a cloudy swarm of summer flies, 
With angry hum and slender lance, beset 
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The sides of some hnge animal ; so did 

Tliej bazz about the illnstrioiu man, and fain 

With his immortal honor, down the stream 

Of fame would have descended ; but alas ! 

The hand of Time drove them away: they were, 

Indeed a simple race of men, who had 

One only art, which taught them still to say — 

Whatever was done, might have been better done — 

And with this art, not ill to learn, they made 

A shift to live: but sometimes too, beneath 

The dost they raised, was worth awhile obscured : 

And then did Envy prophesy and laugh. 

O Envy! hide thy bosom 1 hide it deep: 

A thousand snakes, with black envenomed mouths, 

Nest there, and hiss, and feed thro' all thy heart T' 

The manner in which cynical censors of artistic and moral 
worth proceed is the same in every place and age. In Pope's 
time, ^coxcombs" attempted to ^vanquish Beikely with a 
grin," and they wotdd &in do the same to-day. ^ Is not this 
common?" exclaimed a renowned musician, ^The least little 
critic, in reviewing some work of art, will say, * Pity this, and 
pity that ; this should have been altered, that omitted.' Yea, 
with his wiry fiddle-string will he creak out his accursed va- 
riations. But let him sit down and compose himself. He sees 
no improvement in variations then /" 

The industrious honey-bee is armed with a sting as well 
as the wasp ; hut the former delights in collecting rich trea- 
sures from every field, and wounds only in self-defence, while 
the useless and malignant wasp buzzes ahout perpetually but 
to no profit, and darts at the most delicious fruits only to 
pierce them to the core. "It was not only in the Boman cos- 
toms," said Burke, kiadled to indignation under the wrongs 
that had been heaped upon him, " it was not only in the Ro- 
man customs, but it is in the nature and constitution of things, 
that calumny and abuse are essential parts of triumph." But 
however disagreeable such inflictions may be to a rugged and 
noble sufferer, he will never succumb to them. Ungenerous 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CSN80BI0US MAK. 85 

detractioa s^ves caalj to exasperate the pasaioiiate, and sub- 
stantiate the energies of the intrinaically strong. It renders 
the firm firmer, and prompte hhn to yet higher deeds. A 
true man is not to be intimidated bj hyper-criticism, as if, in 
the words of Byron, 

** The sublime etherial particle 
Coald be extinguished by an artide." 

Let us learn, under all drcomstances of irritating abuse to 
be mercifully and cahnly self-possessed. An old pioyerb says 
truly, ^ If thou art vexed, thou wilt have two troubles." Cheer« 
M looks, kind words and a speedy pardon are the best re- 
Tenge we can infiict on the ung^ierous and unjust. 

**Whaf8honor1 
Not to be captions ; nor unjustly fight; 
Tis to confess what's wrong and do what's right" 

In the fourth place, we remark that, since the censorious 
man is never impelled by generosity, his bickerings can do no 
permanent good. Voltaire said that ^ the character of the 
Frenchman is made up of the tiger and the ape f but even 
such a composition may be turned to some useM account, 
while the inveterate fault-finder neutralizes, as far as possible, 
every attempt made by others to do good. To perform any 
task perfectly to his liking, would be as impossible as to ^ make 
a portrait of Proteus, or fix the figure of the fleeting air." 
To speak favorably of any body or any thing is a trait of gene- 
rosity ientirely foreign to his nature ; &om temperament and 
confirmed habit, he ^must be cruel only to be kind." The 
only benefit he occasions, is achieved contrary to his intent ; 
in his efforts to impede rising merit, he fortifies the energies 
he would destroy. Said Haydon, « Look down upon genius 
and he wiQ rise to a giant — attempt to crush him and he wiQ 
soar to a god." 

While the censorious man is most severe in judging others, 
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he is mvariably the most ready to repel any animadversimis 
made upon himself; upon the principle well understood in 
medical circles, that the feeblest bodies are always the most 
sensitive. No man will so speedily and yiolently resent a sap- 
posed wrong, as he who is most accustomed to inflict injnrieB 
upon his associates. Not unfrequently is a fool as dangerous 
to deal with as a knave, and forever is he more incorrigibLe. 
^< When Christian saw that the man was wise in his own oon- 
oeit, he said to Hopeful, whisperingly, < there is mare hope of 
a fool than of him ;' and said, moreover, < When he that is a 
fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he saadi 
to every one that he is a fooL' " 

The Pilgrim might have quoted l^uther from Froverfos, 
to wit, " There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword : 
but the tongue of the wise is health." Many know well 
enough how to speak daggers, though they are too cowardly 
in character to use any weapon more dignified than a slan- 
derous tongue. It is indeed a great calamity, one almost 
incredible, that man, created in the likeness^ of the Infinite, 
and lord of all lesser things, should have become so corrupted, 
that no savage beast can exceed him in malignant ferocity. 
But " The wicked is snared by the transgression of his lips." 
On this Scripture, Henry says, "Many have felt the lash 
upon their backs for the want of a bridle upon their tongues." 
Solomon tells us that " A fool's wrath is presently known." 
You may easily learn how soon it was revealed in Saul's 
violent attacks upon David and Jonathan; Jezebel's i^iry 
against Elijah; and Nebuchadnezzar's passionate decree to 
kill the wise men, because they could not interpret his vision* 
Such men are always as unreasonable in their demands, as 
they are unrelenting in their prejudice. But the most pain&d 
exhibition of the fool's wrath is seen in those who profess to 
be the children of God. Nothing so much excites the con- 
tempt of the undevout, as those gross ebullitions of hatred and 
crimination, which it would seem divine grace ought to re- 
strain. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THS CBMSOBIOUt MAK. 87 

''Tovilfulmeii, 
The injaries, that they themstdves procnrei 
Mast be their schoolmasters." 

Bat, unfortuBttldy, experience is lost upon the oonfirmed 
fimlirfinder; he ifl not to be corrected bj the blunders he has 
committed, and the lessons he has been taught. We learn 
&om the highest socHrce that ^*A reproof entereth more into a 
viae man, than an hundred stripes into a fool." A single 
wntl was suffioent to correct David. A lode entered more 
into Peter^s heart than an hundred stripes into Pharaoh. But 
the censorioufl man is, in his own estimation, above being 
taught, and therefore remains stubbornly a fool in spite <£ 
every kind of instruction. ^ Though thou shouldst bray him 
in a mortar among wheat in a pestle, yet shall not his foolish* 
itess depart fixMn him." 

Illustrious examples teach us how to demean ourselves 
while suffering under oppressive wrongs. When Demos- 
thenes was unjustly accused, be replied, " I will not strive 
with ihee in this kind of fighting, in which he that is over- 
come is ihe better man." Xenophon, under like circumstances, 
stud to his ungenerous foe, ^^You have learned how to re- 
{Aioach, and I have learned how to bear reproach." But tlie 
most pertineit and valuable lesson for us on this subject, is 
presented in the conduct and instruction of Jesus Christ. The 
Pharisees, who had just been poisoning the minds of the peo- 
ple with bitter animosity against the Redeemer, had now come 
to profess themselves his disciples. " But Jesus did not com- 
mit himself unto them, because he knew all men." He knew 
that the censorious hypocrite is the most treacherous creature 
<Hie can deal with, since under the mask of professed esteem, 
he conceals the most envenomed weapons, and is ready to 
conduct his victim to the most cruel death. 

One of the finest expressions in the world, is in the seven- 
teenth chapter of Proverbs. " He that covpreth a transgres- 
sion seeketh love ; but he that repeateth a matter separateth 
4 
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veiy fiiends." In what a delightful oommunion with God 
does that man liye who habitaallj seeketh love I With the 
same mantle thrown oyer him from the cross — with the same 
act of amnesty, by which he hopes to be saved — ^injuries the 
most unprovoked, and transgressions the most aggravated, are 
covered in eternal forgetfulness. 

On the contrary, the censorious man often separates inti- 
mate Mends by repeating a matter and digging up forgotten 
quarrels. The charity which is most divine is that which 
hides a multitude of faults. It is pure in itself, and labors to 
promote the peace and happiness of all. If one would be no- 
ble, he must be habitual in the cultivation of lofty principle 
and generous love. Instead of perpetually satirizing, let him 
sometimes deign to inquire ; in the place of sardonic derision, 
let the pusillanimous blockhead have the magnanimity, for once 
at least, to examine. This, it is true, would not be in keep- 
ing with his character ; for the moment the cynical fault-find- 
er performs a dignified and beneficent deed of his own, he 
thereby elevates himself above his native degradation and de- 
stroys his moral identity. Such persons always seek more to 
baffle the good, than to adore the truth ; they can never con- 
sent to exemplify the divinity of peaceful virtue, but, like 
salamanders, are in a congenial element only while they are 
in the fire. 
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CHAPTER III. 

KINDNESS; 
OB, THE HERO WHO BEST OONQUEBS. 

^ A SOFT answer tometh away wrath," Prov. 15: 1. The 
force of this proverb will be more clearly understood, by com- 
paring it with one or two other passages of divine wisdom. 
In Prov. 25: 15, it is said, ^ By long forbearing is a prince 
persuaded, and a soft tongue breaketh the bone." In the 
text, we have a general rule for gentleness ; but in the pro- 
verb last quoted there is an extreme case presented — an an- 
gry prince exercising absolute power — and herein it is de- 
clared that kind forbearance will have the mightiest power to 
persuade. It was in this way that David wrought upon and 
subdued Saul's enraged temper, and " the meekness of wis- 
dom " is always the most potent instrument of conquest 

In reproof Jehovali showed what he could do in " the strong 
wind and earthquake." But his most effective rebuke was in 
the " still small voice "—without violence — ^keen, yet tender. 
The soft member breaking the hard bone seems paradoxical, 
but the Scripture before us is but a literal statement of the 
power of gentleness over obdurate hearts and exasperated 
minds. Soft and conciliating words achieve a double victoij 
—over ourselves, and over the most outraged among our 
brother men. 

To establish the above doctrine, we will proceed to show 
that kindness is the greatest strength ; that it exerts the strong- 
est influence ; does the most good ; and receives the brightest 
reward. 
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In the first place, kindness is the element of greatest power 
in man. Almost all the delightful words in our language 
which link our heart and its tenderest associations with home 
and everjthing that is dear in the sweet charities of social 
life, have the same root and family resemblance — ^kin, kind, 
kindred, kindness. 

Great talents may command admiration, the offering of the 
intellect ; but the qualities of the heart can alone excite affec- 
tion, the tribute and glory of the heart Manly natures that 
are the sternest, when great emergencies demand the exercise 
of superior strength, are usually invested with the gentlest 
affections ; as the softest down is found upon the breast of 
eagles. 

" Courtiers as free, as debonair, anarm'd, 
As bending angels ; thafs their fame in peace : 
Bat when they would seem soldiers, they have galls, 
Good arms, strong joints, true swords, and Jove's accord, 
Nothing so full of heart" 

Eros was the embodiment of the idea of love^ as held by the 
ancients. They represented her, sitting on a lion, strength^ 
which monarch of the wilderness she guides with a silken 
cord, moderation. The lesson is not altogether pagan which 
teaches us that the gentleness of the weak can control the 
passions of the most strong. « The wrath of man worketh 
not the righteousness of Grod." On the contrary, " soft pity 
enters at an iron gate," and exerts the greatest strength in 
every gloomy retreat of penury and despair. The true disci- 
ple of our holy religion carries with him in every walk 
warmth as well as light, in wisely blended and gently beam- 
ing influences, which render him as welcome as he is power- 
ful everywhere. 

"His dream of light, 
From mom till night. 
Is Love— still Love." 
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In the second place, kindness exerts the strongest influence 
on earth. The most prominent enactment in the great code 
designed by the Creator for the rule of the universe is the 
Tojal law of affection. No eloquence is so efficient as the 
mildness of a good heart The drops that &11 gentlj upon the 
com ripen and fill the ear ; but yiolent storms beat down the 
growing crop, and desolate the field. 

" 0, it is excellent 
To have A giant^s strength ; bat it is tjrahnons 
To ose it like a giant'' 

A kind and accommodating spirit is the fairest trait in the 
most exalted type of character. Once two goats met on a 
bridge which was too narrow to allow them either to pass 
each other or to return, in which difficulty one of the goats 
lay down that the other might pass over him. That great 
and good man, Mr. Cecil, has very justly pronounced the 
courteous and accommodating goat a much finer gentleman 
than lord Chesterfield. 

Benevolence is an universal language, promptly read and 
easily comprehended by all ; it is the vernacular of heaven, 
and needs to be more widely inculcated in practical exempli- 
fication on earth. Says bishop Hall, << We should not draw a 
Bword to kill flies, nor call for scorpions when a rod is too 
much.'' Gentle warmth opens the pores of our body sooner 
than an intense heat The wild rose of the wilderness, and 
its kindred fiower more delicately nurtured in our gardens 
shut themselves up alike when the sun retires and the chilling 
damps of night approach ; they were made to expand only to 
the light of morning, the genial influences of day, and no fierce 
storms of rain or hail can force them open. Flint and marble 
sometimes appear to weep, but it is only in mild weather. 
The light and heat of sincere emotion go most directiy to the 
heart, and produce the most ennobling efiects. The blandish- 
ments of benevolence expand the soul as well as beautify it ; 
4* 
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Ukey furnish the strongest wings to sustain hope» and the most 
vigorous aliment to support toiL 

An unsanctified temper is a fruitful source of error, and a 
mighty impediment to truth. Eandness is ever noUer than 
revenge. We are never more successful in benefioent UAi^ 
than when moved hj << the cool and temperate wind of grace." 
A Spanish proverb counsels us to " Grow angrj slowly, fwr if 
there be cause, time will not fail thee to become so." But 
the direction of infinite wisdom is, not to be in anger at alL 

* Whatever excellence it is possible for us to attain in respect 
to moral worth, is won by freeing ourselves from gross indul« 
gence and violent passion. The Egyptian sphinx is an alle* 
gorical representation of this truth ; in it the head of a woman 
grows forth and rests on a body composed of parts of difiera[it 
animals, mingled with each other. This signifies that human- 
ity — ^here represented by a woman-^must by its own effi>rt 
emerge fix>m the despotism of animal desires. 

When stone and steel meet, fire is ehdted ; but ^ a 8<^ an* 
swer tumeth away wrath." The experience of a distinguisb- 
ed physician is pertinent to this point Says he, " Kind words 
being dropped incessantly, at length vivify the petrified fear 
tures ; the statue, so to say, begins to smile, and speaks and 
laughs, and then bounds across the green-sward with his ehil* 
dren at play, metamorphosed into a happy man." There are 

. plenty of deserving objects which demand the fullest exercise 
of our beneficent regards. In our own great city, how many 
there are whose bitter experience is not unlike that of M<^t» 
as described in his wanderings in Africa. << We continued 
our slow and silent march. The tongue cleaving to the roof 
of the mouth from thirst, made conversation extremely diffi- 
cult. At last, we reached the long wished for water-fall ; but 
it was too late to ascend the hill. We laid our heads <m our 
saddles. The last sound we heard was the distant roar dP the 
Hon ; but we were too much exhausted to feel anything like 
fear. Sleep came to our relief, and it seemed made up of 
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sceaes the most lorelj. I Mt as if engaged in roving amoi^ 
ambrosial bowers, hearing sounds of music, as if from angels* 
harps. I seemed to pass from stream to stream, in whidi I 
balhed, and slaked mj thirst at many a crystal fount flowing 
from golden mountains enriched with living green. These 
pleasures continued till morning, when we awoke speechless 
with thirst, our eyes enflamed, and our whole frames burning 
like a coaL** And so do many wretched sons of poverty and 
vice among us sleep their fitful slumbers of dreamy pleasure, 
only to awake encompassed with squalid miseries the most 
dire*^ But a little discriminadng kindness may discover splen- 
did gems €i intellect in the crowded dens of misfortune, and 
rescue them for the noblest use. It is better to sow a young 
heart with generous deeds than a field with com, since the 
heart's harvest is perpetual. 

It was by ^the meekness of wisdom" that Gideon melted 
the frowardness of the men of Ephraim ; Abigail restrained 
David's hands from blood ; and Daniel stood fearless before 
the mighty monarch of Babylon. Because their lips knew 
what was acceptable, and dieir demeanor was wisely concili- 
ating in tlie presence of the passionate, God honored them. 
The lovely and beloved disciple, when he leaned on the bosom 
ei tihe great Redeemer, felt nothing there but the throbbings 
of gentleness, tenderness and love. The epitome of all that 
Jesus taught is, if you would be mighty, be kind. The seoret 
of this superior strength consists in the principle that kindness 
is happy, and makes happy. It infuses the greatest energy 
into both body and soul, and creates that spirit of self-aban- 
dcxmient to the general good which annihilates selfish conside- 
rations and binds all classes in the bonds of peaceful and holy 
bzotherhood. 

Our third remark is, that kindness does the most good. 
Not unfirequently more depends upon the manner of bestow- 
ing a favor, than upon the favor itself. The warm hand, 
melting eye, and soothing tones of friendliness are often the 
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best portion of a gift. One tender look, one generous expies-* 
sion, may create a feeling of cordialitj, a tide pf happiness, 
that will curcolate instantaneously throughout the greatest 
multitude. It is thus that good will creates good will, and 
mankind even here on earth are made to feel the might and 
mystery of that tie which is destined to bind all pure souls 
together in the bliss of heaven. 

We are to contemplate hardened sinners and wilM apos- 
tates, as Christian and Hopeftd, when passing through Vanity 
Fair did, with gushing tears and prayerful hearts. The spirit 
of wise lenity is always most successM in reclaiming the wan- 
dering, in confirming the timorous, and in elevating the fallen. 
The advice which lord Chatham gave parliament respecting 
the American colonists in revolt against oppression was judi- 
cious, and is always appropriate in cases where conciliation is 
a duty, and will best pave the way for peace. 

''Be to their faults a little blind, 
Be to their virtues very kind." 

The maddest inmates of Bedlam are often guided haxk to 
sanity, to a higher and more intellectual morality, by the aid 
of happy associations kindled in the dark and dreary cham- 
bers of the dilapidated mind through the medium of gentle 
treatment Criminals, if capable of being redeemed through 
any means, will be most likely to become virtuous and useful 
by having given to them some appropriate employment to 
think on and enjoy. 

Many people talk like an angel, but do nothing in the way 
of practical relief. Their presence casts a sombre hue over 
the soul of the .unfortunate, like thick clouds which << darken 
the dark of the sea." But this is not the most effective and 
divine mode of dealing with those who have waged with for- 
tune an unequal war. The statue of Memnon in Egypt was 
symbolical of a great truth. It was made of marble, its face 
turned towards the rising sun, and gave forth lovely sounds 
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when the first genial rajs fell upon it. So man is dead, his 
heart is mute, until the light of heavenly kindness awakens in 
him the melody of gratitude divine. 

To pour balm and oil on the erring and disconsolate, would 
be more certain to correct their faults and encourage their 
virtues, than to apply the remedies of iron and fire. It is bet- 
ter to trust to the redeeming power of charity than to the en- 
ergies of wrath. The best policy in the world would be to 
substitute the cross of Christ and the panoply of Christian 
benevolence in the place of unfeeling ooertion and dungeon 
glooms. Nothing keeps bad men bad so much as harsh and 
cruel treatment ; nothing so thoroughly confirms good men in 
their goodness, and incites them to beneficent deeds, as cour- 
teous forbearance and judicious praise. 

In this bad world we are constantly meeting with the 
wretched men who have been " cradled into poverty by wrong." 
Great tenderness should characterize our treatment of such 
especially, since their low estate is .their misfortune and not 
their crime. 

'* For herein fortune shows herself more kind 
Than is her cnstom : it is still her use, 
To let the wretched man ontliye his wealth, 
To view with hollow eye, and wrinkled brow 
An age of poverty." 

Now, in dealing with all such, « gently to bear, kindly to 
judge," is the least we can do. Good words are always bet- 
ter than hard blows, and no persons deserve kindness m<»re 
than sudi as have suffered most in the storms of life. Sym- 
pathy is the balm of friendship and the strongest bond of the 
best souls. Suaviter in modo is often much more efficient 
ihBnfortiter in re. In the language of the great poet, 

** Fellowship in woe doth woe assuage, 
As palmers that make short their pilgrimage.** 



Digitized 



by Google 



46 PBOVEBBS FOR THE PEOPLE. 

Wbflt are the temptations of the ridi and prosperous com- 
pared with the temptations of the poor and unfortuiate ? If 
the latter are treated harshly bj man as well as by destiny^ 
it is natural for them to rebeL 

^ To whom do lions cast their gentle looks ? 
Not to the beast that wonid asnrp their den. 
Whoso hand is that the forest bear doth lick ? 
Not his, that spoils her young before her face. 
MTho *scapes the lurking serpent's mortal sting? 
Not he that sets his foot upon her back. 
The smallest worm will turn, being trodden on ; 
And doves will peck, in safeguard of their brood." 

Nothing in the world is cheaper than kindness, and nothing 
does more good. There is too much of the most degraded 
animal in man to allow you to kick truth into him. Both 
food and medicines, when administered scalding hot, will be 
much more likely to kill the patient than cure him. On the 
contrary, true mercy is always the most kind to the most 
weak. Infantile faculties cannot be carried to the heights of 
knowledge and virtue at once. The feeble must be gently 
conducted along the ascending path, with new and more cheer- 
ing prospects unfolding at every step ; the pupil of time and 
probationer for eternity, must be allowed to stop occasionally 
and gather the sweet and pure flowers that beguile the weari- 
ness of the way, till, proceeding from one eminence to an- 
other, he at last reaches the crowning summit, of intelligence 
and sanctified joy. Says St Anselm, " The gardener gives 
space and freedom to young plants, that they may grow and 
spread forth their sweet branches, and so should masters pro- 
vide indulgence for the young, who, by oblation, are planted 
in the garden of the church, that they may increase and bear 
fruit to God They ought not to be cramped and restrained 
by terrors, threats, and stripes." Of course this author means 
that there should be appropriate government, but that the re- 
straint in question should not be arbitrary or fiercely tyranni- 
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caL Jesus has taaght ns how a father pitied the prodigal 
eon when weaxy of his lusts ; and the inefl&ble Grod has cho- 
sen to reveal his divinity most dearly to man by teaching him 
to believe in love, to be merciful and sin no more. There- 
fore, be kind. 

The most acute sufferings of)«n arise from causes, which 
cannot be revealed to our most intimate friend. It requires 
varied and bitter experience to teach one how easily by rash, 
inadvertent, and indiscriminate remarks, the tenderest chords 
of the heart may be cruelly torn. Hannah — ^knowing her own 
bitterness — was lacerated with the keenest rebukes from him 
who ought to have been her comforter. Gehazi harshly re- 
pelled the Shunamite, through ignorance of her secret sorrows. 
Job's professed friends, under the influence of false fidelity 
and vague misconception, were to the agonized patriarch 
^ miserable comforters — physicians of no value." All persons 
in like condition might well borrow the words of him who 
seems to have experienced every emotion and piunted every 
feature of the human soul. 

" Your gentleness shall force, 
More than yonr force moves ns to gentleness, 
The trnth you speak doth lack some gentleness, 
And time to speak it in ] yon rnb the sore 
When you should bring the plaster." 

But " how forcible are right words ;" well-timed advice or 
consolation from sympathetic, though feeble lips I The most 
stubborn natures are sometimes accessible, and by amiable at- 
tentions those who have even the slightest merits will be 
greatly cheered. A feeble man, who is affectionate and per- 
severing, wiU accomplish more good than one much more 
powerfully endowed, but who is uncouth and fractious. The 
greatest and most beneficent conquests are those which kind- 
ness wins. Said Luther, " The word of a brother, pronounced 
from Holy Scripture in a time of need, carries an inconceiva- 
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Ue weight with it The H0I7 Spirit aooompaiiieB it, and hj k 
moves and MiimAjAa the hearts of his people, as their dicom^ 
stanoes require. Thus Timothy, and Titaa» and Epi^hzodi- 
tus, and the brethren who met St. Paul firom Bcnney cheered 
his spirit, however much thej might be inferior to him in 
learning and skill in the word of God. The greatest saints 
have their time of fiuntaess, when others are stronger than 
they." 

The king in the Gospel invited to the divine feast of his 
consolations tke poor^ the hUndy the haltyOndthe lame ; it would 
seem that he who was most unfortunate was most beloved* 
But anMMDg ourselves it too o^n happens that the victnne of 
penury, disease and int^nperance are outlawed by their mis- 
fortunes, and are left to no other alternative than suicide or 
the gallows. If kindly treated, they might be induced, throu^ 
repentance and an honorable career, to exemplify every vir- 
tue ; but in their idle despondency and blank despair they are 
sure to give a sad example of evezy vice. 

Fourthly, kindness, which is the great^t strength, which 
exerts the widest influence, and does ihe most good, is des- 
tined here and hereafter to receive the brightest reward. The 
actions of faith and mercy are sure to repay ihQ merciful. 
The highest moral beauty is bom of kindness and forever 
dwells with her. Blessed is the office and labors of him whose 
delight is in pouring the balm of peaceftil counsel upon irri- 
tated feelings. They are not the less meritorious for being, 
as they most oflen are, of a quiet spirit and modest mien, mov- 
ing usefully but unostentatiously through the world like << still- 
est streams watering fairest meadows." 

" The quality of mercy is not strainM : 
It droppeth as the gentle ram from heaven 
Upon the place beneath : k is twice Uess'd, 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes : 
'Tis mightiest in the mightiest/* 

A single kindness has a stroi^r and more lasting effect 
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than a thousand misfortimes. This is finely illustrated in 1h« 
life of Roger Williams. During his early residence at Ply* 
mouth, he had often been the guest of the neighboring sa- 
chems, whom he treated with habitual and tender regard. 
Afterwards, when driven from Massachusetts by the cruel in- 
tolerance of the whites, he came in winter to the cabin <^ the 
chief of Pokanoket lor protection. He was welc<»ned by 
Massasoit ; and, says the historian, ^ the barbarous heart of 
Gaoonicus, the chief of the Narragimsetts, loved him as his 
son to the last gasp." This was the man who established the 
free State of Rhode Island, the first in the world based on the 
rights of conscience and intellectual liberty. Under the su- 
pervision of this refugee from foreign oppressicm and colonial 
persecution, on Nov. 11th, 1641, it was ordered by the whole 
body of freemen, and '< unanimously agreed upon that the 
government, which this body pditie doth attend unto in this 
island, and the jurisdiction thereof, in favor of our prince, is 
a Democrade, or popular government ; that is to say, it is in 
the power of the body of freemen orderly assembled, or major 
part (^ them, to make or canstitute just laws, by which they 
shall be regulated, and to depute from among themselyes such 
ministers as shall see them faithfully executed between.man 
and man." << It was further ordered, that mme be accounted 
a delinquent for doctrine ;" the law for " liberty of conscience 
was perpetuated." The little community was held together 
by the bonds of affection and freedom of opinion. Says Ban- 
craft, ^ benevolence was their rule : they trusted in the power 
of love to win the victory ; and * the signet for the State ' 
was ordered to be ^ a sheafe of arrows ' with the motto Amor 

VINCBT OMNIA." 

There is no mode in which we can so readily and perfectly 
resemUe Grod as in deeds <^ kindness. 

** When a world of men 
Conld not prevail with all their oratory, 
Tet hath a vromaaii kiadaefls oTermkd.'' 
5 
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Napoleon once said, " I win nothing but battles ; and Jose- 
phine, by her goodness, wins all hearts.** 

** The mighty heart that batUed for the empire of the world, 
And all bat won, yet periahed in the strife," 

felt the superior grandeur of those virtues which he was yet 
willing to sacrifice to State policy and vain ambidon. 

Horace, speaking of Virgil, says, ^mj firiend is to me as 
my own soul ;" what then should be the purity and perma- 
nency of Christian affection 1 Let us remember the rule laid 
down by Chrysostom: "Have but one enemy — ^the deviL 
With him never be reconciled ; with thy brother never fall out" 

The bosom of true Christianity is the fountain of love inex- 
haustible and immense ; that love which is ihe summary of 
the divine law, the life of the believer, the inspiration of every- 
thing good in time, the source and substance of eternal joy. 
It is this which successfully combats the ferocity of bad men, 
and fortifies the benevolent purposes of the good, modifies 
tyrannical laws, elevates and transforms degrading customs, 
produces the generous sentiments of humanity, inspires in the 
rich compassion for the poor, in the powerful respect for the 
weak, gives a divine force to tears over misfortunes of every 
sort, honors the tattered garments of virtuous indigence more 
than royal purple, sees in cahn and heroical sufiering a sub- 
lime dignity and feels in the exercise of its own goodness the 
purest and most exalted joys. 

Never let us forget the declaration of Scripture, ^ With the 
same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be measured to 
you again." If one closes his ears at the cry of the needy, 
God will be deaf against the obdurate sinner's cry when he 
shall be in the greatest need. As saith the holy law, " He 
shall have judgment without mercy, that hath showed no 
mercy." The proud and unfeeling wretch who refused to 
give the miserable a crumb of comfort on earth, was denied 
a drop of water to cool the pangs of helL 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SOBRIETY; 
OR, THE GLORY OP YOUNG MEN. 

The Proverb of Solomon asserts that the giory of young i 
U their strength, Erov. 20: 29. The period of youth is the 
glory of nature, and the healthM development of sSi the re- 
sources of strength deposited in our nature is the glory of youA. 
But prodigality of native energy is a besetting sin ; the wast- 
ing of precious vigor in criminal pleasure is a common prac- 
tice, whidi this discourse is designed as far as possible to de- 
scribe and correct. 

The grand means by which the highest beauty of mankind 
is defaced, their energies squandered, and their souls destroyed, 
is intemperance in eating, drinking, and sensual indulgence. 
To these three points let us give attention. 

In the first place, intemperance in food is a fruitfid source 
of disease, stupidity, and death. Virtuous activity is the law 
of health. Man must grow up harmoniously and industri- 
ously, if he would rise to eminent usefulness, with simultaneous 
expansion in trunk, branch and foliage, as grows a tree ; the 
sap of immortal energy must circulate in every fibre, maturing 
fruits perennial and divine. Two laws are manifest in the con- 
stitution of man, a due regard to which cannot but ccmduoe to 
our welfare and elevate our conceptions of the supreme Being. 
In the first place, in proportion as the physical nature of a man 
is healthfully developed, by suitable discipline winning the 
greatest vigor of limb, and the greatest acuteness of sense, he 
will derive important aids to the intdlect and moral powers 
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from the perfection of his outward frame. Secondly, bj a de- 
lightful reaction the mind, in proportion as it is invigorated 
and beautified, gives strength and elegance to the body, and 
enlarges the sphere of action and enjoyment These laws have 
been recognized and observed by the best educators of the 
world. At Athens, the gymnasia became temples of the graces. 
They were not merely places of exercise for the young, but 
drew to their halls, porticos, baths, and groves the most dis- 
tinguished votaries of every art and science. The field of 
Olympia was to the Greeks the most sacred enclosure of the 
gods. The games thereon practised, among odier uses, pro- 
moted manly education, by teaching that the body has its hon- 
ors, as well as the mind. They felt that vast importance be- 
Icmgs to physical agility and strength, not only that the intel- 
lect may be thus aided in energetic action, but that a firm bar 
sis may be laid in a sound body for the exercise of exalted 
virtues. Without physical vigor, the feeble flickerings of the 
mind are only " a gilded halo hovering round decay.** 

Preparatory to those 01yn4)ic games, the candidate for the 
C(mflict and crown lived in the most frugal manner and accus- 
tomed himself to the severest training. He would practise on 
the course with perpetual strife, and sweat himself thin, that 
he might be fitted for the great anticipated struggle. Said the 
apostle Paul, ^ I keep under my body, and bring it into sub- 
jection f and, in this allusion to the ancient competitors in the 
race, he added, ^ this they do that they may obtain a corrup- 
tible crown ; but we, an incorruptible." 

The use which the Saviour of the world made of the five 
barley loaves and two small fishes, teaches us that the body is 
to be fed, not pampered. The text-book of our religion informs 
us of some who make a god of their belly, and immediately 
adds, ^ whose glory is their shame, whose end damnation.'' 
The rich glutton in hell has his whole biography written in 
that single line which tells us that ^ he fared sumptuously ev- 
ery day.'' Nature never demands dainties, condiments and 
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luxuries ; they are sought for only by artificial appetites, and 
are indulged in only to infiame lust and accelerate the ruin of 
those who crave the delights of splendid misery. 

** Boundless intemperance 
la natare is a tyranny; it hath been 
Th* untimely emptying of the happy throne. 
And fall of many kings." 

A pagan youth once said that ^ he was greater and bom to 
greater things than to be a servant to his body." He felt, as 
did Coleridge, that ^ unless above himself he can erect himself, 
how poor a thing is man !" Habitual superiority to the grati- 
fication of voluptuous appetite is doubtless conducive to health, 
peace, and longevity. History records that when Athens was 
desolated by the plague, Socrates escaped, through the frugal 
and temperate habits of his Ufe. He accustomed himself to a 
diet generous enough to invigorate health and give success to 
study in all the branches of philosophy and religion, in the 
temples, academy, and groves ; but he was not avaricious of 
those luxuries which reward their votaries with groans, mel- 
ancholy days, and sickly nights. 

The relation of sobriety to mental culture is a topic worthy 
of especial consideration. Corporeal charms are generally the 
first to win admiration, but it is only mental ones that can 
long retain them. But the intellect never acquires dignified 
and enduring attractions amid scenes of sensual extravagance. 
"Temperance," says Jeremy Taylor, "is reason's girdle, and 
passion's bridle ; the strength of the soul, and the foundation of 
virtue." It was a maxim with the ancients, that a distended 
stomach never nourished a sprightly mind ; it was for this rea- 
son, probably, that the Cretans, a voluptuous and stupid race, 
were called slow-bellies by St Paul. 

Men whose minds possess the greatest vivacity, penetration, 

and strength, are usually very abstemious in the use of solid 

and exciting food. Newton abstained from meat when he 

wished to study deeply, and lived almost entirely on vegetables. 

5* 
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Michael Aiigelo» while he was painting his Last Judgment, fed 
only on bread and fruit ; in Vaaari's life of him, it is said that 
he was so temperate, that he slept but a small portion of the 
night, and often rose before daj to work, so little was he dis- 
turbed hj the vapors of his thin repasts^ He was not one of 
those who, with all their wealth <^ natural endowment, wasted 
in rioting and indolence, at last are compelled to regret that 
^< poisoned hours have bound them up from their own know- 
ledge." 

Health has been defined as being ^ the handle hj which we 
can apprehend and perceive pleasures ; and that sauce which 
alone makes life delicious." It is indeed an invaluable trea« 
sure, absolutely essential to all high intellectual exertion ; but 
habits of gluttony^, with fierce and expeditious ingratitude, 
soon destroy the boon. It is a sin of sombre dye, and of too 
general prevalence. Many fine people go to church, pray for 
health, and then hasten home to gormandize. Their families 
are stupid and lascivious, and linger out a diseased and useless 
existence or drop suddenly into the abyss of destruction. Th^i 
comes the ostentatious funeral, and lugubrious talk about ^the 
mysterious providence." What is mysterious ? That a mise- 
rable thing of condiments, jellies, lust and laziness, having vio^- 
lated all the laws of our being, at length ceased its contemptible 
existence ? As well expect a wholesome and prolonged ex- 
istence, when the lungs are petrified or the heart congealed. 

Cicero, in one of his philosophical works, says weU, that 
^< We should not have any respect to pleasure, but only to the 
preservation of our health and strength, in our food, ek>thes, 
and other conveniences belonging to the body." The temper- 
ate control of inordinate desires is an attribute peculiar to ra- 
tional creatures. It was long ago remarked by Cato, tliat 
<< the stomach has no ears ;" but it has a mouth, and Scripture 
warns us often that this needs to be bridled. The remarks of 
Bernard are admirably appropriate to this topic <^ A prudent 
mind, devoted to God, ought so to act in its body, as the mas- 
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ter of a fiimfly in his own hoiue. He ought not to suffer his 
flesh to be, as Solomon expresses it, like a brawling woman, 
nor any carnal appetite to act like a rebellious servant ; but to 
inure them to obedience and patience. He must not have his 
senses for his guides, but bring them into subjection and sub- 
serviency to reason and religion. He must, by all means, 
have his house and family so ordered and well disciplined, that 
he can say to one. Go, and he goeth, and to another. Come, 
and he cometh ; and to his servant the body. Do this, and it 
doeth what is bid, without murmuring. The body must also be 
treated with a litde hardship, that it may not be disobedient 
to the mind." 

The most thcNxmghgoing temperance characters ever on 
earth, were Moses, Elijah, and Jesus Christ They each &sted 
ibrty days and nights without cessation ; and these three met 
gloriously together on Tabor. It is abstinence, and not indul- 
gence, that fits the soul for divine peace and visions of hea- 
venly joy. 

The ludicrous remark of Frederic the Great, that << man 
seems more adapted by nature for a postOion than a philoso- 
pher," is not without foundation $ and yet there is no necessary 
incompatibility between great mental activity and habitual 
good health, provided proper attention be paid to physical 
culture under the legitimate exercise of organic laws. Neg- 
lecting these, the majority of men, in their intellectual charao- 
ter come to be, as Coleridge remarked, ^analogous to the 
physical qualifications of their oriental brethren who superin- 
tend the harem." 

The Greeks expressed the two duties, to be sober, and to be 
watehftd, by the same term. Temperance in eating, as well 
as in drinking, is a cardinal virtue. The great majority of man- 
kind saturate their own death-warrants with their cups, and dig 
their graves with their teeth. But to pursue such a course is 
to^foreclose the possibility of happiness here or hereafter. Its 
first requisite is that the body should be free from pain and 
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the soul from guilt Wholesome restramt is however too often 
scorned, and the infatoated victim learns but too truly that 
" headstrong hbertj is lashed with woe." We labor most in- 
dustriously to make ourselves sick, and seem to be most en- 
amoured of our own destruction. 

" As surfeit is the father of mach fast, 
So every scope by the immoderate use 
Toms to restraint. Oar natures do pursue 
(Like rats that ravin down their proper bane) 
A thirsty evil, and when we drink, we die." 

This allusion to intoxicating drinks leads us to the considera- 
tion of our second topic. Says Solomon, <<Be not among 
wine-bibbers ; among riotous eaters of flesh : for the drunkard 
and the glutton shall come to poverty : and drowsiness shall 
clothe a man with rags." " Wine is a mocker : when it goes 
plausibly in," says old bishop Hall, ^ no man can imagine how 
it will rage and tyrannize ; he, that receives that traitor within 
his gates, shall too late complain of surprisal. Like unto that 
ill spirit, it insinuates sweetly, but in the end it bites like a 
serpent, and hurts like a cockatrice. Even good Uriah is 
made drunk: the holiest soul may be overtaken." When one's 
lips touch the cup of inebriation, they may not become intoxi- 
cated at a single draught, but they will grow more and more 
voracious of the poison which is sure in the end to destroy. 
George Herbert, in that fine old English poem, " The Tem- 
ple," thus expresses himself on this subject. 

" Shall I, to please another's wine-sprung mind, 

Loose all mine own ? 
The drankatd forfeits man, and doth divest 
All worldly right, save what he hath by beast 

Drink not the poison, which thou canst not tamo 

When once it is within thee ; but before 

Mayest rule it as thou list, and pour the shame 

Which it would pour on thee, upon the floor. 
It is most just to throw that on the ground, 
Wliich would throw me there if I keep the round." 
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Vicious habits everywhere prevail in our country, and 
among all classes, after the modes described by Cowper. 

^ Pass where we may, through city or through tows. 
Village, or hamlet, of this merry land, 
Though lean and beggared, erery twentieth pace 
Condacts the angnarded nose to inch a whiff 
or stale debauch, forth issuing from the styes 
That law has licensed, as makes temperance reel. 
There sit, involved and lost in curling clouds 
Of Indian fume, and guzzling deep, the boor, 
The lackey, and the groom : the craftsman there 
Takes a Lethean leave of all his toil; 
Smith, cobbler, joiner, he that plies the shears. 
And he that kneads the dough ; all loud alike, 
All learned, and all drunk. 
Dire is the frequent curse, and its twin sound, 
The cheek-distending oath, not to be praised 
As ornamental, musical, polite, 
Like those which modern senators employ. 
Whose oath is rhetoric, and who swear for fame 1" 

In Paris, there is a beautiful antique gem, which represents 
Bacchus as an ardent youth, riding a panther at full leap. 
How strikingly this teaches that in the cup which intoxicates 
there is woe, and that the spell-driven victim rides in passion- 
ate and inhuman speed to ruin. It is easy to trace the un- 
broken chain of antecedents and consequents, multiplying into 
each other and fearfully augmenting their strength as they in- 
crease, from the first indulgence to the final and fatal draught. 

*' The young disease, that must subdue at length 
Grows with their growth, and strengthens with their strength." 

When a man invites another to participate with him in the 
mad hilarity of intemperate festivals, it is but an invitation to 
divest himself of reason, make a charnel-house of his body, 
with the additional and special &vor of a polite passport of his 
soul to a certain and fright^ doom. Living, such a misera- 
ble dupe forfeits every daim to ^<&ir renown," and so, 
" doubly dying,'* he must 
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"Go down 
To the Tile dast, from whence he sprang, 
Unwept, nnhonored, and ansnng.** 

This subject, like the prophet's roll, is written all over, 
within and without, with lamentation, mourning, and woe. It 
is the comprehensive and desolating evil which, like the plague 
sent up to curse ancient Egypt, has come <' upon us, and upon 
our people, and into our houses, and into our bed-chambers," 
blasting the whole land with mildew and death. It is some- 
times said that when drink is in, wit is out ; it would be more 
correct to saj that if wit were not out, alcoholic drinks would 
never be in. Some persons resort to this stimulant to elicit 
intellectual power ; but no scholar ever sought aid from Bac- 
chus who did not remain in degraded vassalage to his auxiliary. 
No one except he who is familiar with the depth and dark de- 
spair of the infernal pit, can measure the fall proportion of this 
gigantic eviL << Multiply the crime of intoxication into the 
consequences that follow from it, and you have the sum total 
of the guilt of a drunken man." When intemperance and 
gluttony preside at the table, death and impatient demons 
stand ready for their prey at the door. 

It is not very strange, that persons who revel in luxuries 
under such perils, are blind and indifferent to the cost both 
pecuniary and immortal. When the ancient pagans feasted 
their gods, they offered nothing but a ram or a kid ; poured a 
little wine on the altar, and burnt a little frankincense ; but 
when they feasted themselves, they devoured in luxurious riot- 
ing, turtles of Liguria, fat Sicilian oxen, and huge goblets of 
Campanian wine. It is the same among ourselves, a Chris- 
tian people. We spend comparatively little in charity, or 
religion ; but much in luxury, on our own gratification. The 
insane folly of such conduct outruns its expense. Gluttons 
and drunkards are always compelled to return to temperance 
for sound enjoyment, or never possess it ; why will not the 
fools preserve peace and health by the means to which they 
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are obliged to resort in efforts to recover them? None bat 
blind and maddened dupes of the devil would thus go on, 
heaping up wrath against the day of wrath. 

Let Christian philanthropists be active in resistmg the evils 
of intemperance. Remember, especially, that no denunciation 
is so eloquent as the silent influence of a spotless example. 
^ Take the censer of Are in your hands, and go forth into the 
campy and stand between the living and the dead, and stay this 
plague which rages among the people." With the manufac- 
turer and vender of ^ liquid fire and distilled damnation," to 
use Robert Hall's definition, deal kindly and honorably, but 
firmly. We must speak out without equivocation or fear, with 
constantly increased pungency and force. 

*' If we have whispered truth, 
Whisper no longer ; 
But speak as the thunder doth, 
Sterner and stronger.** 

Let each one do his, her duty. Gentle entreaties and judicious 
zeal are never lost even on the most abandoned. Tender 
recollections of purer days will recur to the erring, and motives 
to reform will arise in the heart that is kindly drawn by the 
cords of a man. Under the process of prayerftd benevolence, 

" Each virtaous mind will wake 
As the small pebble stirs the peaceful lake. 
The centre moved, a circle straight succeeds 
Another still, and still another spreads ; 
Friend, kindred, neighbor, first it will embrace, 
His country next, and next all human race." 

We have referred to the effects produced by intemperance 
in food and inflammatory drinks. We proceed, thirdly, to note 
some of the disastrous indulgences which are almost always 
connected with these. Whatever is added to violent pleasure 
through sensual gratification, must either become food for the 
worm that never dies, or be torn from the intemperate votary 
with acutest pain. The shortest life of a debauchee is long 
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enough to oudast ids character, his oonstitutiony and his peace. 
The martyrs to vice far exceed the martyrs to Tirtue ; hut the 
end of the guilty is shrouded in frightful gloom, and their re- 
nown is as transient as it is full ai ignominy and ocmtempt. 
God has written the law, and verified it in all the history of 
mankind, that the name of the wicked shall rot 

The great Anti-trinity that opposes Heaven and destroys 
our race, is stated in John as the lust of the eyes, the lusi of the 
fleshf and the pride of life. Vices grow md flourish most 
luxuriantly in clusters; they strengthen and impel each other. 
One carnal indulgence excites and aggravates a kindred vice, 
until the unhappy victim, lost to all shame and incapable of all 
self-control, sinks into stupid slumber amid dangers the most 
imminent; to use the language of Solomon, he is like one 
lying down in the midst of the sea^ or upon the top of a mcut. 
No man can reasonably pray for a pure soul and a chaste 
body, if he lives in the practice of intemperate habits, making 
provision for the fleshy to fulfil the lusts thereof That which 
enters his mouth will defile him with more loathsomeness than 
his disgusting invocations steeped in the rank vapors of ani- 
malism can purge away. 

All intemperate indulgences, especially narcotics and distil- 
led liquors, destroy self-possession, undermine health, exaspe- 
rate brutal desires, and render men not only quarrelsome but 
disgusting. While they excite the physical oi^ans and set 
them in violent motion, they annihilate the sovereignty of rea- 
son, leaving the body to be fitfully impelled by demoniac im- 
pulse, and the soul, crushed in its loathsome chains, to ccmtem- 
plate with horror its rapid descent to helL 

** What rein can hold licentious wickedness, 
When down the hill he drives his fierce career 1" 

Narcotics are diversified in kind and act on different organs 
with especial force, but they all have the same pernicious ef- 
fects. Some act on the sympathetic system of nerves, others 
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on the spinal chord ; opium acts on the brain, and tobacco ex- 
cites and poweriiillj vitiates the system generally. Several 
kinds of the most common and fashionable beverage partici- 
pate strongly of pernicious tendencies. It is hard to find any- 
where, aside from the pure fountains of nature, ^ the cup that 
cheers, but not inebriates." All narcotic substances dog the 
blood with carbon, and thus arrest the healthy action of the 
nervous system. Every kind of intoxication disturbs the le- 
gitimate action of the mind by poisoning the brain, and thus 
cripples the will whenever it would control the nerves of 
sense and emotion. 

'* Inflaming jaice, pernicious to mankind, 
Unnerves the limbs, and dulls the noblest mind." 

Liebig declares that all artificial stimuli, since they contain 
more carbon than hydrogen, not only hinder the blood from 
being properiy vitalized in the lungs, but actually combine 
with the substance of the brain and. nerves, so as to alter their 
character. It is therefore easy to see how that the habitual 
use of such agents must prove injurious both to body and souL 
If their action is long permitted to derange the system, and 
break up physiological laws, — a code solemn and iiomutable, 
like those given on Sinai, — then will a morbid reaction soon 
foUow, ftdl of retribution dreadful to the offender. 

The worst habits are always the most imperious ; and those 
i^petites which are at the same time the most degraded and 
the most voracious, are those which are entirely artificial. 
^Thanks be to the God of nature," exclaimed Epicurus, 
** that he hath made that which is necessary to be ready at 
hand, and easy to be had ; whilst that which cannot be easily 
obtained is not necessary at all." 

Immense harm results to all sorts of sufferers from the want 

of pure water and fresh air. Rapid and deadly suffocation 

sometimes occurs, as in the Black-hole of Calcutta ; but the 

same process in a milder degree frequently goes forward un- 

6 
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notioed in charches and baU-rooms. Lisping yoting ladies 
and masculine drones lounge about on sofas and divans, in 
dose apartments and dignified laziness, oppressed with ennui 
and patronizing doctors to their hearts' content, fitde dreaming 
that they are sinking precisely under the same influences which 
m unventilated ships and in the unwashed apartments of 
crowded human dens generate putrid fevers of the most fright- 
ful and malignant type. 

Diogenes, seated at the luxurious table of his monarch, once 
said, as he surveyed the dainties before him, ^ Behold how 
many things there are that Diogenes does not want" Tins is 
true independence ; and the highest happiness is possessed by 
him who can say, with Augustine, ^ How pleasant it is to be 
without these pleasures." Intemperance in eating, drinking, 
and other vicious indulgences, produces results directly oppo- 
site to what the epicure foolishly desires ; he professes to seek 
pleasure, but that is a boon vouchsafed to the pure only, and 
not to the voluptuous. God has declared that they who serve 
the beast shall have no rest day nor night. The sweetness of 
the honey never can compensate for the bitterness of the sting. 
Intemperate festivity is one of those sins which Paul affirms 
to be manifest^ leading before unto judgment. The motto of 
the sensualist would most correctly read. Let us eat and drink, 
for to-morrow we must die. Such men suffer the most pro- 
tracted death in view of the most fearful doom ; in life they 
are lacerated with remorse, as long as conscience can speak, 
and their death-pillow is lurid with terrific reflections fipom 
the lake that bumeth with fire and brimstone. It is an old story 
and soon told : the votaries of distilled drinks and voluptuous 
dishes, saturated with alcohol, Jbloated with gluttony, and filthy 
with tobacco^ inflame their debauchery to the greatest degree 
until nature is exhausted, and then, down the gloomy gulf of 
suicide or the fiery one of delirium tremens, they plunge to 
eternal death. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FRUGALITY; 
OK, THE BEAUTY OF OLD AGE. 

Wb have contemplated the glory of young mm, and we 
now come to consider the heaiUy of old age. ^ The beauty of 
old men is the gray head,** says Solomon, Piov. 20: 29. 
Each period of life has its peculiar honor, the advancing eras 
giowii^ more and more dignified, until the most mijestic 
beaaty of nature stands out to the admiring world crowned 
with the charms of a venerable and virtuous gray head. Says 
the same wise preadier, in another proverb, ^ The hoary head 
18 a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness.** 
The relation of the proverb now under consideraticHi to the 
one recently discussed, together with the one just quoted, 
^b€fw% that Solomon designed to teach that the beauty of the 
gray head is Ibtmd only in the persons of those who consecrated 
^ strength and glory of youth to the practice of virtue and 
tibe glory of God. To develop and illustrate this doctrine, 
we wiU consider the three following propositions. 

Advanced years are necessarily accompanied by oppressive 
infinnities ; the greatest evils of old age are strmigly mitigated, 
j£ not absolutely foreclosed, by virtuous habits in youth ; and 
when, firom the outset, purity h^s marked the progress of an 
old man's life, the greatest glory wUl crown its end. 

Li iiie first place, advanced years are necessarily accompa- 
nied by oppressive infirmities. This is matter of common ob- 
servation, and requires no proof. The following prophetic lines, 
which Milton placed in Hie lips of the angel Michael, in his 
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moornfiil interview with fieJleii Adam, not onl j foietell the &ct 
and describe its cause, but strikingly describe the condition. 
The divine messenger unfolds to the sinner some of the tempo- 
ral consequences of his fall, and proceeds in his discourse thus : 

" Thou most outlive 
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty, which will change 
To withered, weak, and gray; thy senses then 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego, 
To what thou hast ; and for the air of youth, 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry 
To weigh thy spirits down, and last consume 
The balm of life." 

But, secondly, the greatest evils that usually afflict old age 
are strongly mitigated, if not absolutely foreclosed, by virtuous 
habits in youth. This truth is strikingly exemplified in the 
persons of those who have been most renowned for mental 
strength, protracted life, and moral power. 

Qcero, in his work on Old Age, says, " Suffer me, on this 
occasion, my excellent young friends, to acquaint you with the 
substance of a discourse which was held many years since by 
that illustrious philosopher Archytas of Tarentum ; as it was 
related to me m my youth. < Nature,' says this illustrious sage, 
< has not conferred on mankind a more dangerous present than 
those pleasures which attend the sensual indulgences ; as the 
passions they excite are too apt to run away with reason, 
in a lawless and unbridled pursuit of their respectiye en- 
joyments.' " Cicero, himself an old man, is here discoursing 
to youth on temperance, and had just said in respect to his 
own career, ^^ Thanks to that regular and temperate course of 
life I have ever lived, I am still capable of taking an active 
part in these public scenes of business. In fine, he who fills 
up every hour of his life in such kind of labors and pursuits 
as those I have mentioned, will insensibly slide into old age 
without perceiving its arrival ; and his powers, instead of be- 
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hig suddenly and piematorelj extinguiBlied, will gradnalty de- 
dine by the gentle and natural effect of accumulated years." 

The great master of ^e Roman Forum had not the dear 
revelation of Heaven to beam on his path which we enjoy; 
but reason and observation taught him that chaste habits and 
industrious pursuits were the only true basis of haf^iness. 
To practise the precepts he gave on this subject, and to live as, 
in the midst of universal voluptuousness he seems in good 
measure to have lived, would insure much of that primitive 
felidty which Pollok described. In his Course of Time he 
rrfers to those days <^ industry and innocence^ when 

" Nature lamented little ; nndevoared 
By spurious appetites, she found enough, 
Where least was found : with gleanings satisfied, 
Or crumbs, that from the hand of luxury fell ; 
Yet seldom these she ate; but ate the bread 
Of her own industry, made sweet by toil ; 
And walked in robes that her own hand had spun: 
And slept on down her early rising bought. 
Frugal, and diligent in business, diaste 
And abstinent, she stored for helpless age. 
And keeping in reserve her spring-day health, 
And dawning relishes of life, she drank 
Her evening cup with excellent appetite ; 
And saw her eldest sim decline, as fair 
As rose her earliest mom, and pleased as well." 

In order to secure to others the most happiness by our be- 
nevolence, and guarantee to ourselves the most happiness by 
cultivated virtue, we should observe Howard's rule, so nobly 
illustrated by his life, "that our superfluities give way to 
other men's convenience ; that our conveniences give way to 
other men's necessaries ; and that even our necessaries give 
way to other men's extremities.*' By thus striving to disen- 
thrall others fix)m abject suffering by means of what we de- 
duct from our own luxurious ease, we win the highest free- 
dom and purest joy to ourselves. " Thou art a slave of slaves," 
6* 
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said Diogenes to Alexander, ^for thou art a slave to thoe^ 
appetites, over which I rule," 

Said Coleridge, ^the duties which we owe to our own 
moral being, are the ground and condition of other duties ; 
and to set our nature at strife with itself for a carnal purpose, 
impHes the same sort of prudence, as a priest of Diana would 
have manifested, who would have proposed to dig up the cele- 
brated charcoal foundation of the mighty temple of Ephesus, 
in order to Ornish fuel for the bumt-c^erings on its altars. 
Truth, Virtue, and Happiness may be distinguished from each 
other, but cannot be divided." They inhere in each other 
and subsist by a mutual bond which gives a shadow of divinity 
to our fallen nature when properly trained under their com- 
bined influence. In view of this fact, then, 

** Pray that the heavens hold firm 
The walls of thy dear honor j keep anshaked 
That temple, thy fair mind/* 

Too many persons resemble the strong son of Manoah, who 
broke the bands imposed by his enemies, but could not break 
those of his own lusts. He strangled the Hon, but was too 
weak to subdue his own wanton love. The mightiest hero 
must perish in ignominy as soon as he allows himself to be thus 
ingloriously seduced. The net of disgrace and destruction 
will be instantly and inevitably cast over the recumbent form 
of Mars, the moment he shall consent to lie enervated in the 
bower of Venus. On the contrary, Achilles in the hands of 
the Centaur, trained to arms and the course, and soothing his 
impetuous mind with sweet melody, was but the type of manly 
dignity and virtuous strength. 

Michael is represented, by the great English poet, in the 
following Hnes, as foretelliag to Adam the greatest evil that 
would afflict his sinful progeny. 

** Judge not what is best 
By pleasttre, thongh to nature seeming meet, 
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• 

Oefttod, as thou art, to nobler end. 

Holy and pare, conformity diyine. 

Those tents thon saVst so pleasant, were the tents 

Of wickedness, wherein shidl dwell his race 

Who slew his brother; stndioos they appear 

Of arts that polish life, inventors rare 

Unmindful of thdr Maker, thongh his Spirit 

Tanght them, but they his gifts acknowledged none; 

Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget 

Por that fair female troop thou saw'st, that seem'd 

Of goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay. 

Yet empty of all good, wherein consists 

Woman's domestic honor and chief praise; 

Bred only and completed to the taste 

Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance. 

To dress, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye. 

To these, that sober race of men, whose liyes 

Beligions titled them the sons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 

Ignobly, to the trains and to the smiles 

Of these fair atheists, and now swim in joy, 

(Erelong to swim at lai^) and laugh, for which 

The world erelong a world of tears shall weep.** 

Vigorous health, a robust constitution, and vivacious spirits 
are valuable possessions ; but, as Milton in the above extract 
suggests, we need to be fortified from on high to resist the 
fhulties and moral poisons incident to depraved beings in a 
world of sin. We are put into a tabernacle of day, not to be 
buried in it, but to be carried about by it, as fire is transported 
in a vessel of earth, and our salvation depends upon the care 
with which the sacred fiame is preserved. The Romans built 
the temples of Virtue and Honor close together, to show that 
the path of purity alone leads to exalted fame. It was Mar- 
tins who said, " Wisely did the poets determine, when they 
had subjected all the other gods to the empire of Venus, that 
neither she nor Cupid should have any jurisdiction over Mi- 
nerva or the Muses." Beauty, under the fascinating form of 
Calypso, for a long time enthralled the brave son of Ulysses, 
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and by the miglit of her blandishments, held him captive in 
her island. He vainly imagined that he was adoring a divin- 
ity, while he lay ingloriously in the arms of voluptuousness ; 
but a holier influence invaded him suddenly under the vene- 
rable aspect of Mentor ; he is reminded of his better destiny, 
throws himself into the waves, and is free. To preserve our 
soul from disgraceful stains, self-violence is frequently re- 
quired. ^ A pure conscience is a perpetual feast ;" and it is 
only while we are frugal, temperate and chaste that "good di- 
gestion waits on appetite, and health on both." 

When one abides continently and frugally in the path of in- 
dustry and beneficence, the flowers of existence are bright and 
fragrant to the last. The past sends up no bitter upbraidings ; 
the present smiles to the pilgrim's reverent gaze, like a child 
in the face of its feither ; and the friture throws wide open its 
portals to his ravished souL To describe the ennobling influ- 
ence of such a career, and the happy termination of it, the fol- 
lowing lines are most appropriate. 

" That life was happy : eTery day he gave 
Thanks for the fair existence that was his ; 
For a sick fancy made him not her slave, 
To mock him with her phantom miseries. 
No chronic tortures racked his aged limh, 
For luxury and sloth had nourished none for him. 

And I am glad that he has liT*d thus long ; 

And glad that he has gone to his reward ; 

Nor deem that kindly nature did him wit>ng, 

Softly to disengage the vital cord ; 

When his weak hand grew palsied, and his eye 

Dark with the mists of age, it was his time to die.'' 

This leads us, thirdly, to dwell with especial emphasis on the 
fact, that when purity has marked from the outset the progress 
of an old man's life, the greatest glory will crown its end. All 
valuable productions come forth under circumstances which 
indicate the measure of their intrinsic worth by the power 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE BKAUTT OF OLD AGE. t>» 

which they possess of resisting external evOs. Eyerything 
has its process of education— -dew, sunshine and gentle showers 
for the fragrant parterre, frosts, storm-winds and thunder-gusts 
for majestic oaks. Man, too, enters the world a mere bud of 
being, a germ containing stupendous capabilities, as an aeom 
contains the expanded tree. His blossoms must unfold, his 
leaves must spread, and his branches must shoot forth, nour- 
ished by free gales and genial sunshine, or rich fruits will neyer 
descend therefrom. The artificial appliances of the hot-house 
are not adapted to this sort of cultivation, but natural elements 
rather, as they come down from the open heavens, in alternate 
summer and winter, gentle zephyrs and whirlwinds dire. 
Temptations are not only the tests of our allegiance to virtue^ 
but, when resisted, they furnish the chief aliment of our no- 
blest strength. The religious games of ancient Olympia had a 
usefol tendency and a high moral aim ; they cherished a popu- 
lar respect for voluntary efforts of manly vigor and the sacri- 
fice of selfish gain. They taught aspiring youth to pass joy- 
ftilly and with uncorrupted spirit through peril and toil to a 
goal, where a speedily withering crown was the reward, or 
rather the symbol of the reward of victory. All the competi- 
tors were carefully examined as to their personal worth. Con- 
ducted to the foot of the statue of Jupiter, where was a plate 
of brass containing terrible denunciations against the perjured, 
they solemnly declared themselves to be free from all infa- 
mous and immoral stains, and that they would employ no un- 
fidr means in trials of skilL Afler this, they returned to the 
stadium and took their stations by lot, aad then the herald 
publicly demanded, "Can any one reproach these athletae 
with having been in bonds, or with leading an irregular life ?* 
This was in times of paganism ; how would citizens of Chris- 
tian lands pass the test ? 

Said the excellent bishop Leighton, <^ It is the pure white- 
ness of the soul to be chaste ; to abhor and disdain the swinish 
puddle of lust, than which there is nothing that doth more de- 
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base the soul ; nothing that more evidently draws it down be- 
low itself, and makes it truly brutish." Voluptuous habits 
speedily bind all the powers of tihe soul in loathsome vassalage, 
and exclude every thought except such as relate to the beastly 
pleasures of which it is the slave. Distracted by cravings as 
inexorable as they are base, and in their vileness perpetually 
reproduced, — ^tantalized by the impure fountains of a diseased 
imagination, and oppressed with its own effeminacy, — ^the mind 
loses its vigor and its productiveness. Every &culty rapidly 
deteriorates and decays ; memory becomes extinguished^ in- 
anity destroys resolution, and the heart is as cold and callolis 
as a cinder extinct It ceases to love, to sympathize, and dif- 
fuse the delicious tears that sanctify friendship's shrine. The 
whole countenance assumes an expression of obdurateness and 
repugnance. The features, marked with premature decay, 
proclaim that the source of gentle sentiments, pure emotions, 
and innocent joys, is exhausted, like a limpid fountam invaded 
by the scoria and flame of a volcano. AU the elements of life 
seem to have retreated into their abused organs only to perish 
there. Even the organs themselves are withered, and worse 
than dead; their infirmities, maladies, sufferings, rush in a 
multitude upon the degraded victim and overwhelm him in 
awfid retribution. It is in vain that the voluptuary hugs the 
scorpion that consumes him, and attempts to drown his re- 
morse by plunging deeper in his filth. Soon 

**The slumber of intemperance subsides, 
And conscience, that undying serpent, calls 
Her venomous brood to their nocturnal task." 

Who that has ever contemplated the wretched ruins of a 
man involved in the miseries of premature old age, can ever 
forget the disgusting image they present. The cadaverous or 
bloated countenance, pimpled skin, and blood-shot eyes, cheeks 
sunken and wan, the whole aspect full of stupid sadness, the 
frame trembling and bent beneath its load of vice, exhausted 
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of life^ of intellect, and oi love, already a hideous prey to dis- 
Bolateness, and doomed to a perpetuity of woe. 

** The fatnre is dreadfiil, and the prei ent is spread 
Like a pillow of thpms for his slnmberless head.** 

At the sight of such, one ahnost hears the footsteps of grave- 
diggers and the flappings of vulture-fiends, coming to inter the 
putrid corpse, and plunge in the caverns of despair the still 
more hideous soul. 

What a dignified and godlike appearance, to be sure, is pre- 
sented by a group of rational, inmiortal creatures when, as 
Thomson says, they 

" Set, ardent, in 
For serious drinking. Nor erasion sly, 
Nor sober shift, is to the paking wretch 
Indalg'd apart *, hnt earnest, brimming bowls 
Lare every soul, the table floating roand. 
And pavement, faithless to the fuddled fool. 
Thas as they swim in mutual swill, the talk. 
Vociferous at once from twenty tongues. 
Reels fast from theme to theme ; from horses, hounds. 
To church or mistress, politics or ghost, 
In endless mazes, intricate, perplexed." 

And what auspices greet and attend the unfortunate offspring 
€i such bestial creatures, always poor and dependept, forever 
marked with the infamy of their parents, compelled to drag to 
their graves the infirmities they have inherited, and content to 
seek, in dying, a covert from the languishing ills of life. 

Persons who start in the race of life under such inauspicious 
circumstances, are not likely to exhibit either the brightest 
^ry of young men or the noblest beauty of old age. A vir- 
tuous youth and frugal manhood always create a Pisgah for 
the veteran in righteousness, from which he may calmly sur- 
vey the stars and read his title dear to mansions in the skies. 
While yet in the flesh he can soar on the wings of meditation 
above the clouds and catch glimpses of the heavenly world 
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diat lies in the placid and everlasting orient before him. With 
noble pride he can say, 

'* Though I look old, yet I am strong and lusty : 
For in my youth I never did apply 
Hot and rebellions liquors in my blood ; 
Nor did not vrith unbashful forehead woo 
The means of weakness and debility ; 
Therefore my age is as a lusty winter, 
Frosty, but kindly." 

The best preventive of matured evils is the practice of that 
divine virtue that guards against their smallest beginnings. 
Observing the law of chaste frvigalitj, one verifies in his happy 
and protracted life the promise of his Bible, " Even to yom: 
old age I am he ; and even to hoar hairs I will carry you, and 
deliver you." 

On the contrary, while virtue inspires solace in suffering, 
and is its own best reward, vicious pleasures are fiill of sting- 
ing regrets and prospective remorse. In the language of Solo- 
mon, " I said of laughter. It is mad ; and of mirth, What dost 
thou ?*' The masters of the world's revels are challenged to 
produce one fruit of lascivious mirth that is satisfactory to the 
soul in its more thoughtfiil moments. How abject is the con- 
dition of that man whose highest abilities are made the slaves 
of his basest powers. The talented Colton, whose intemperate 
life and violent death was a sad commentary on his own laco- 
nics, said, " When I hear persons gravely affirm that they have 
made up their minds to forego this or that improper enjoyment, 
I often think in myself that it would be quite as prudent, if 
they would also make up their bodies as well. He that strives 
for the mastery^ must join a well-disciplined body to a well- 
regulated mind ; for with mind and body, as with man and 
wife, it often happens that the stronger vessel is ruled by the 
weaker, although in moral, as in domestic economy, matters 
are best conducted, where neither of the parties are unreason- 
able, and where both are agreed.** 
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It reqai]%8 manj prudent cantuMis to make pleasure safe, 
but a single neglect of watchfulness will soon render passion 
^Ktallj inordinate. Thenceforth, impelled by the teinfic mo- 
mentum of combined vices, the circles of hell are rapidly de- 
scended, and he who has thus bound himself to the millstone 
of destruction soon finds the end and reward of his career in 
the lowest abyss of despair. To prevent all this accumulation 
of suffering in the decrepitude and diseases of this life, and the 
injQnitely more dreaded doom that awaits the wicked hereaf- 
ter, one must from the beginning of his physical and mental 
development strictly regard the laws of virtue. He must be 
temperate and chaste in all kinds of gratification. In the lan- 
guage of old bishop Hall, <^ God gives order for competency, 
not for wantonness ; not out of the dainty compositions in Jeze- 
bel's kitchen, nor out of the pleasant wines in her cellar, would 
God provide for Elijah ; but the ravens shall bring him plain 
and homely victuals, and the river shall afford him drink : if 
we have wherewith to sustain nature, though not to pamper it, 
we owe thanks to the giver. HI doth it become a servant of the 
Highest to be a slave of his palate." 

Old age owes a portion of its dignity to the authority it has 
won from experience, and a still greater degree consists in its 
proximity to that great future which will soon resolve the 
eternal destinies of men. Peace of soul beams unedipsed 
fix>m the brow of those devotees of excellence, who have pre- 
served unstained the sacred treasure of moral virginity. 
Especially is its radiance majestically serene, as a halo of 
heavenly beams, around the head of old age, when adorned 
with the attractiveness of frugal virtue, and crowned with the 
memorials of a beneficent life. The termination of such an 
earthly sojourn is a repose calm and impressive, but a repose 
foil of sublime vigor, like a mountain relieved against the 
clear evening sky, and radiant with the sun's richest splendors. 
The snule of heaven and the sweetest dews descend on brow 
and bosom, with the assurance that, though the shades of dun 
7 
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night are gathering round, the glories of a brighter mom vrill 
soon succeed. It is in relation to the same subject, that Words- 
worth suggests: 

*' Rightly is it said 
That Man descends into the Yale of years ; 
Yet have I thought that we might also speak, 
And not presumptnonsly, I trnst, of Age, 
As of a final bminencb, though bare 
In aspect and forbidding, yet a Point 
On which ^tis not impossible to sit 
In awful sovereignty— a place of power — 
A throne." 

An aged man, in whose soul purity and piety constitute the 
chief springs of action, and whose life therefore has been up- 
right and useful, exercises a mild but potent magistracy upon 
earth. We instinctively revere him, and without being com- 
manded so to do, we are obedient to his exalted thoughts. In 
his presence animosities are subdued, passionate desires are 
calmed, guilt is striken with compunction, and innocence is 
fortified with augmented strength. This power of venerable 
virtue is the more real and praise-worthy, because its control 
is not ostentatiously exercised. It is spontaneous in its good- 
ness and; like the sun, shines abroad quietly only to bless. It 
is a power that we approach with involuntary delight ; we 
consult the venerated patriarch in the atmosphere of his own 
integrity, and feel ourselves better for honoring him ; we covet 
his esteem, and the profoundness of our regard for his worth is 
the best commentary on the text, "the beauty of old men is 
the gray head.** 

Purity of mind and habit is essential to vigor of body, man- 
liness of soul, the greatest force of thought, and the longest 
duration of life. " A chaste soul," said Bernard, " is by virtue 
that which an angel is by nature ; there is more happiness in the 
chastity of an angel, but there is more of courage in that of a 
man." The remark of Gcero on this subject is striking, if we 
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ooQsider the age and country in which it was nuide. ^ This 
grand law/' sajs he, << differs but a little from the religious in* 
stitutions of Numa. It requires that one should approach the 
gods with a pure heart, the central sanctuary of a chaste body ; 
but we should understand that, if the body is required to be 
chaste, the soul is vastly superior to the corporeal firame, and 
therefore has still greater need to be pure ; the stains of the 
body wiU of themsdves disappear in a few days, or may be 
washed off by a little water ; but neither time nor the greatest 
riyers can remove stains from the soul." 

It is an interesting fact that Providence allows only such 
creatures as are pure long to remain among mankind as the 
objects of their admiration. Corrupt genius, however potent, 
has never seated a lasting work of art that is lascivious in 
character. The hand of violence or contempt, despite the de* 
praved instincts of the heart, soon. consigns such works to 
oblivion. Paris, Florence, Bome, have no productions of art 
essentially beautiful, grand or sublime, that are of a nature to 
create on the cheek of a vestal the slightest blush. Many 
have attempted lewd subjects, but by the conservative law of 
God's holy government, such nuisances are speedily driven 
into darkness and consigned to the worm ; while those master- 
pieces which illustrate and edify virtue, like truth, live on for- 
ever. The virgin mothers and cherubic youth of MuriUo and 
Baphael are heavenly beings on canvas, and will perish only 
when matter, itself must die, and even then the recollection of 
them will live in the memories of the sanctified as an element 
of immortal bliss. The group of Laocoon, which sends a thrill 
of emotion through one's soul years af^r it was first seen ; 
Niobe, and her despairing children ; Brutus, with his impres- 
sive mien ; the Gladiator, sinking in his own heart's gore ; 
ApoUo, beaming with supernatural glory ; and the exquisite 
work of Cleomenes, <^that bending statue that dehghts the 
world ;" are all imperishable, not because they are cut in mar- 
ble, but because the ideas they embody are divinely pure. 
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But if sculptured excellence is worthy of admiration, how 
much more so is living worth. A virtuous and enlightened old 
man is the noblest object to be contemplated on earth. Says 
Solomon, ^ Children's children are ihe crown of old men ; and 
the glory of children are their fathers." Priam, venerable in 
aspect as mount Ida, like the bleached oaks of Gfu^ara, hoary- 
headed, and seated on his throne in the midst of an august 
court and his numerous household ; and Plato, in the grove, or 
on the point of that cape, his favorite seat, where dashed the 
billows of the sea, bending his broad, venerable brow to teach 
throngs of youth the nature of God and eternal bliss, were 
among the ancients specimens of beautiful old age which we 
should do well to emulate. 

When the afPections have early been divorced irom earth, 
and the wings of the mind have been accustomed through suc- 
ceeding years to stretch further and further above the rank 
vapors of vice, they are prepared, when the ties of earth are 
sundered, to soar in triumph to the infinite expanse of immor- 
tal joys. As in the ashes lives the toantedjftre, so in the persons 
of the virtuous, the bright lamp which spiritual purity has 
kindled never grows dim. Mammon has not prostituted it ; 
Bacchus has not obscured it ; and though its light expires to 
our limited vision, it is not extinguished ; angels have raised it 
to a higher sphere where it forever shines in unclouded day. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TEMPTATION; 
OB, THE SIMPLETON SNARED. 

" A PRUDENT man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself;'' 
says Solomon, ^ hut the simple pass on, and are punished," 
ProY. 22: 3. This is a comprehensive description of the con- 
trasted character and conduct of the prudent and the indiscreet 
The wise avert threatened dangers by avoiding their occasions, 
while the foolish incur perUs needlessly by courting them ; 
one hides himself, by a sagacious foresight, the other plunges 
to speedy ruin through careless stupidity. 

The word simple, as it is here employed, will be best un- 
derstood by observing how it is used elsewhere, in the 
seventh chapter of Proverbs, Solomon describes the &tal ca- 
reer of him who is betrayed into the ignominious path that 
leads to the harlofs hell. '.^ And behold," says he, ^ among 
the simple ones, I discerned among the youths a young man 
void of understanding, passing through the street near her 
comer : and he went the way to her house ; as an ox goeth to 
the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks ; till 
a dart strike through his liver, and knoweth not that it is for 
his life." Again, the same author says, " The simple believ- 
eth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his go- 
ing. A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil : but the 
fool rageth, and is confident." 

From this brief exposition of our proverb, let us proceed to 
develop more minutely the principles it contains. It is evi- 
dent that temptation is a common evil, which the wise will 
7* 
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resist; it is a flattering evil, to which the foolish will saccumb ; 
when resisted, temptation is a blessing, when yielded to, a 
corse. 

In the first place, temptation is a common evil, which the 
wise will resist In a path encompassed by such foes, filled 
with such perils, as attend our probationary state, the warning 
of Scripture is most pertinent, — ^"Walk circumspectly'' — 
scrutinizing your conduct with care — ^"not as fools, but wise.'' 
We should do this, because we are in 

** A world, where lost of pleasure, grandear, gold, 
Three demons that divide its realms between them, 
With strokes alternate buffet to and fro 
Man*s restless heart, their sport, their flying ball; 
Till, with the giddy circle, sick and tired, 
It pants for peace, and drops into despair." 

The wise seaman is careful about his << lead, log, and look-out," 
three guarantees of safety amid shoals and quicksands. He 
runs dose-reefed in a gale, and has a sharp eye to eyery lurk- 
ing ledge or lee-shore ; and such a navigator is comparatiyelj 
safe, while he who slumbers during the watch, or h<Msts all 
sails in the tempests, is sure to be wrecked. The strand of 
life's sea is strown with the mutilated thousands who have 
perished in the whirlpools and on the murderous reefs of 
temptation. ^ Tinder is not apter to take fire, wax the im- 
pression of the seal, paper the ink, than youth to receive the 
impression of wickedness." Hence, says Sobmon, ^ When 
thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is be- 
fore thee ; and put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man 
given to appetite." Diligently consider what weakness is 
within thee, and what is before thee adapted most powerfully 
to betray thy feebleness and corrupt thy soul. To put a knife 
to one's throat is certainly a severe preventive to indulgence, 
but the wise man would teach us that it is better to lacerate 
the body than to murder the soul through the gratification of 
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lust This is a lesson which all should r^nember, because it 
relates to a peiil to which all aie exposed. 

^ No mortal footing treads so firm in virtne, 
As always to abide the slipp^ery path 
Nor deviate with the bias. Some have few, 
Bat each man has his failing, some defect, 
Wherein to slide temptation.** 

Bat this evil, which is so common, the wise will careftdly 
and firmly resist The more fascinating its form, the stricter 
will be their precaution. To illustrate this point, take the fol- 
lowing interesting fact from the life of Sdpio Africanus. Dur- 
ing his campaign in Spain, he took New Carthage by storm, 
at which time a beautaM and noble vir^ fled to him for pro- 
tection ; but he, not then twenty-four years old, would not suf- 
fer her to come into his sight, for fear of temptation. Without 
granting audience to his &ir petitioner, he caused her to be 
safely restored to her &ther ; thus acting on the prindpleJhat 
an ounce of preventive is worth a pound of cure. 

In the second place, temptation is a flattering evil, to which 
the foolish are inclined to yield. It is this foe to purity and 
peace that rules with diversified tyranny over all classes of 
mankind. Some it arrogantiy compels ; others it with Uan- 
dishments beguiles ; some it paptures by surprise ; and others 
it ndes with £Edse shame or slavish fear. But why, under aQ 
its forms, is temptation a power so strong ? Because it is eon- 
ffemed mth the nnfid nature on which everywhere it acts. 
^ Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation," were among 
the Saviour's last words to his disciples. The heart must be 
perpetually fortified by wise counsel and high moral principle, 
or it will inevitably sulnnit to the invasion of the vilest foes. 
The smallest sin, when indulged, acts the part of a litde thief 
who opens by stealth the doors of the soul 'to the whole multi- 
tude of grosser accomplices. 

The solicitations of sin may be compared to the conduct of 



Digitized 



by Google 



80 PBOYffiBBS FOB THX FBOPLE. 

Jael^— <^ brought foHh huier in a lordltf diA. Sin bids 
high for the soul. It would cheat the dupe <^ sense into con- 
fidence by splendid appearances. But when it has once fas- 
cinated and lulled the yictim into fatal slumber, the secreted 
nail and hammer are brought out to complete the deadly 
work. 

*' Beware the dancing meteor, faithless guide, 
That leads the lonesome pilgrim wide astray, 
To bogs, and fens, and pits, and certain death. 
Shoald Ticions pleasures take an angel form, 
And at a distance rise by slow degrees, 
Treacherous to wind herself into your heart, 
Stand firm aloof; nor let the gaudy phantom 
Too long allure your gaze, nor tempt your thoughts 
In slavery to sense." 

Says the wise preacher, " Keep thy heart with all diligence, 
for out of it are the issues of life." Anciently, the gate, or 
grand entrance of the city, was the place of counsel and judg- 
ment, as well as strength. Our senses are the chief avenues 
of evil, and they must be guarded well. " The path is smooth 
that leadeth unto danger," but the traveller therein will not 
walk far without a fall. It is hard for the best man to say to 
what limit he will be tempted. Look at the melancholy scene 
of David and Achish. If a maa will put himself among Phi- 
listines, he cannot expect to come forth unharmed. Minds 
that are filthy are always perfidious, and he that will trust 
them in any important matter must expect to smart for it 
If a covenant is not only made with the senses, but sternly 
kept, there can be no safety. There are a plenty of treacher- 
ous wretches in all ranks of society who delight in causing the 
pure to degrade themselves to the same mire wherein they 
are wallowing. But we should trust him in nothing, who 
makes not a conscience of uprightness in anything ; and espe- 
cially should we shrink with horror from the dastard who 
would designedly throw temptation in the way of the inno- 
cent 
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Those who would not for a moment think of madly leaping 
from a high tower at once, may jet be persuaded to descend 
step by step. The French have a maxim full of important 
import: ^<It is the first step that ruins." The greatest and 
most feariul results spring fix>m causes apparently the most 
slight ^ Little vermin spoil the vines." Some passion not 
checked in the bud ; some viper not crushed in the egg ; some 
vicious scene revisited with increased delight ; the occasions 
of sensual indulgence sought a^r with voluptuous avidity; 
the dedre of pleasing carried to extravagance ; and corrupt 
books read with criminal delight ; — ^these are frequently the 
ahnost imperceptible sources g£ ruin which increase their force 
with alarming speed, and soon become a torrent to inundate 
and blast the faculties of the soul in irretrievable remorse. 

"Take heed!— 
There's nought so monstrous but the mind of man 
In some conditions may be brought t' approve ; 
Theft, sacrilege, treason, and parricide, 
When flattering opportunity entic'd, 
And desperation drove, have been committed 
By those who once wonld start to hear them named.'' 

Self-confidence always precedes destruction. ^ I can take 
eare of myself," says the candidate for speedy and profound 
contempt He goes to scenes of vice full of corrupt afifections 
which are in the presence of inflammatory evil what combus- 
tibles aie to flame. Safe, forsooth! So is a fireman safe at 
a conflagration, dressed in tinder or gun-cotton. Familiarities 
indulged on the threshold of sin are sure to conduct to the 
^ioamj despair of the inner prison. Says South, ^ Man can- 
not be ruined till he has been made confident to the contrary. 
A traitor must get into his victbn's heart with fair speeches* 
and promises, before he can come at it with a dagger." Can 
you take fire in your bosom, and sufier no harm ? Or can 
yoa walk upon coals, and your feet not be burned? He who 
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would escape danger, must avoid the courses that lead to it 
He who would avert the woe connected with sin, must prayer- 
fully guard against treacherous temptation. Sin and punish- 
ment are never divorced. The fire of lust is the torch of hell, 
and its fiame duration cannot mitigate nor oceans extinguish. 
Proverbs already quoted describe how flattering speech en- 
chains the youth hlindfolded for destruction. He is as uncon- 
scious of his coming doom, as the ox that goeth to the slaugh- 
ter ; he has become saturated and stultified with animalism, 
and as a fool goeth to the stocks, the deluded victim rushes on 
in mad mirth, till the dart strikes through his Hver. Then, 
perchance, the fatal delusion is broken, the short career of unr 
hallowed pleasure is done, and the eternal night of despair 
gathers its thick folds of blackness on his soul. 

Many a young man comes to town, the hope of his parents, 
the pride of his friends, and with every prospect of outrunning 
the fondest expectation in regard to his success. "His bosom 
swells with a noble ambition, and his cheek has never been 
tinged with the first hue of guilt. But by almost impercepti- 
ble degrees his integrity is invaded by the machinations of the 
destroyer, and the downward course is conunenced. He apes 
the follies of the unworthy in language, life and dress ; for- 
getting the sentiment of the sagacious Lactantius, that "he 
who imitates the bad cannot be good.*' Since honest earnings 
cannot support extravagant habits, some dishonest policy is 
adopted, to meet the demands of growing vice. Soon his frau- 
dulent practices are detected, and unavoidable disgrace suc^ 
ceeds. In the meantime, the loathsome e£Pects of secret disso- 
luteness become developed, and popular contempt is pnnnpt 
to complete the sinner's infamy and seal his doom. What a 
waste of capacious powers is hece ; what withering of auspi- 
'dous hopes ; what rending of parental hearts ; and what shrieks 
of horror dose the scene ! Some early friend of the ruined 
prodigal, whose integrity has preserved him from a similar 
&te, as he bends over the grave of the disgraced, and thinks 
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of those innocent and happy days of yoath long departed, 
might best express his musings in the language of the great 
English bard, — 

« We were 
Two lads, that thoaght there was no more behind, 
Bat sach a day to-morrow as to-daj, 
And to be boy eternal. 

We were as twinn'd lambs, that did frisk i' the sua 
And bleat the one at the other: what we changed. 
Was innocence for innocence j we knew not 
The doctrine of ill-doing, no, nor dream'd 
That any did. — ^But, ah ! my noble lord ! 
Temptations have since been born to us." 

The most promising youth are often the first to fall into the 
clutches of the perfidious. ^^Rich preys make true men 
. thieves ;" and the fairest fiowers are crushed with greatest 
avidity by the powers of darkness. Without soul preserva- 
tives to guard against spiritual infections, no one for a moment 
can be secure. The most frightful monsters infest the loveli- 
est glens, and most refreshing waters. The deadliest vipers 
creep on the sunniest banks amid sweet fiowers, and in an un- 
guarded moment sting the victim who goes forth charmed with 
the ripple of the wave and the balmy air. The indisposition 
of man to profit by the disasters of his associates is at once a 
proof of his depravity and the occasion of his most imminent 
periL When a wolf invades a sheep-fold, he does not destroy 
the whole fiock at once ; he seizes a single lamb and devours 
it. Then, when his murderous appetite returns, he seizes an- 
other and devours that, and so on to the last, never long satis- 
fied because his appetite for destruction perpetually returns. 
The foolish fiock, frightened for the moment, may soon become 
calm again, vainly supposing that the destroyer is satiated. 
Such senseless creatures are the representatives of heedless 
men; they who think themselves safe in their unguarded 
state, may be assured that they are already marked as the 
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bloodj monster's prej. His malice knows no boonds, and his 
murderous industry desires no repose ; his eye is that of ihe 
serpent, it attracts and fascinates only to destroy. 

If satan was found in Paradise, we may expect that he 
will insinuate himself into the most sacred scenes and associa- 
tions that remain on earth. His subtlety there prevailed, 
when Adam preferred the demon's gii^ to the fitvor of God. 
But whenever he addresses us with the tempting words, ^ All 
these things will I give thee f let us promptly return to him 
Peter's answer, " Thy silver and thy gold perish with thee.** 
To hesitate a moment is perdition. Pope, in reference to this 
matter said truly, that ^ He who deliberates is damned." The 
hero who slew a thousand Philistines for presuming on the 
attempt to bind him, allows Delilah deliberately to consult him 
as to how he can best be bound. " Tell me wherein thy great 
strength lieth, and wherewith thou mayest be bound to do thee 
hurt" As soon as the simpleton begins thus to parley with 
temptation, he is already snared. 

We remark, thirdly, that when temptation is resisted, it is 
a blessing, when yielded to, a curse. Cecil has remarked that 
something must be left as a test of the loyalty of the heart— 
^ in Paradise, the Tree : in Israel, a Canaanite : in us. Temp- 
tation." The presentation of allurements from the path of 
duty is not what so much harms us, but the indulgence of 
them. " 'Tis one thing to be tempted, another thing to falL" 
Christ was most severely besieged by satan without injury. 
But it needs a soul tempered, purified, and elevated, not by 
external spells, but by its own internal sublimity and valor^ to 
pass the deceptive den without being decoyed by the mali^ 
nant foe that lurks within. Our own unholy heart and its 
lascivious desires is the demon we have most occasion to fear. 
" Every man is tempted of his own concupiscence," says the 
apostle James, and against this peril we should seek to be 
most thoroughly fortified. 

Coarse excitement and riotous indulgence always terminate 
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in the torpid lethargy of a degraded animal existence, and in 
this lies the speU that weaves the winding-sheet of deathless 
remorse romid the soul while yet on earth. An ancient max- 
im asserts that ^ it is a greater miracle not to fall, heing among 
strong temptations, than it is to raise the dead/' In God's 
wovd it is said, ^ Keep Ihee far from a false matter.** He 
tliat would not defile himself must not touch pitch ; he that 
would not eat meat, must not meddle with the broth ; he that 
would not fall into the pit, must not dance upon its brink ; he 
that would not be shattered by the explosion, must not linger 
in sport around the fetal magazine. In the Mosaic law, the 
Nazarite was not only commanded to abstain from wine and 
strong drink, but also he must not eat grapes, moist or dry, 
ncMT anything that is made of the vine-tree ; from the kernels 
even to the hask. Why so, since there is nothing actually 
intoxicating in these ? It was because such luxuries might 
develop a latent desire for wine, — ^might stimulate vicious pas* 
sions, and involve the tempted in sin and death. Frail crea- 
tnres like ourselves must avoid all the occasions of treacher- 
ous allurements ; we must beware of slippery places, since we 
can stand firm only on dry and sacred ground. 

The least carnal indulgence is dangerous ; as the least spark 
often kindles a conflagration, and the smallest leak, if contin- 
ued, will sink the lai^est ship. No man is a villain, or besot- 
ted sinner at once. David was indiscreet and indulgent by 
slow degrees, before he became an adulterer ; Solomon allow- 
ed himself to be seduced into secret voluptuousness and splen- 
did misery, befi>re he appeared in public surrounded by lewd 
peracms ; Judas surrendered his heart to the love of gold, be- 
fore he set a price upon Jesus ; and the presumption of Peter 
was the precurscMP, if not the cause, of his terrible fall. The 
only palladium of safety is virgin purity of heart and life. We 
fikQ into the snares of the devil as readily by harboring nox- 
ious principles and vain thoughts, as by the practice of vicious 
habiteu . The former is secretly or openly the ground of the 
8 
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ktter. There is a Gennan legend of a man who had resbted 
all the temptationB earth could offer. The demon opened to 
his gaze the marvels beneath the earth. Trees effulgent with 
diamond-fruits, pillars of gold, and precious stones. Fountains 
of water of a million hues, and over all a delicious music in- 
stead of air. The tempter succeeded,— envy and extravagant 
desire were created in the breast that had been cahn before. 

That is an important caution in the Proverbs, ^' Enter not 
into the path of the wicked." If by chance you are throvm 
in, escape as soon as possible, and thenceforth, with inte&ser 
care, avoid the corrupt neighborhood. Guard against betrayal 
through the senses. The organs of sight were Samscn's 
first offenders, and these were the first plucked out and de- 
stroyed ; the snared champion, made miserably weak, was led 
to his retribution in Azzah, where he was first captivated and 
degraded by lust ' '^ Let thine eyes look right on," saith Scrip- 
ture, — ^let not thy vision tu^ to the right or left to scan the 
ways of crime, but pursue only the path of purity, since the 
eye, the directive faculty of the soul, is often the chief inlet to 
sin. Had Eve and Lot's wife kept this command, they would 
have escaped a fearful doom. Achan was ruined by neglect- 
ing this caution ; and Paul was greatly prospered by ever ob- 
serving the holy racer^s rule. " This one thing I do," with- 
drawing my look and thought from distracting objects, I press 
right on, with my eye constantly fixed on the mark. If we 
would hope to be secure amid temptations, and triumphant 
over crafty foes, then must we carefully scan every purpose of 
the heart ; we must watch over this central fountain of the 
soul, as from poison they guard in oriental lands the precious ^ 
wells. 

He that loveth danger shall perish therein ; he that chooses 
not to avoid temptation will soon find himself unable to escape 
impending woe. Shall a man run into a pest-house and there 
pray God to preserve him from the plague ? The old saying 
is a true one, '^ If you would not be found in the devil's power. 
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do not be caught in the devil's pound." Says Inshop HaB, 
^ He that willingly stands still to catch dangers, tempteth God, 
mstead of trusting him." There is a legend recorded by Ter- 
tnllian which has at least the merit of teaching an excellent 
moraL A Christian woman went to the theatre, and came 
home possessed of a demon. Her confessor, seeking to cast 
out the evil one, demanded of him how he dared to take pos- 
session of a believer, who, by holy baptism, had l)een redeem- 
ed out of his kingdom. The devil showed that he was more 
kndve than fool, and only claimed his rights, by replying: <<I 
have done nothing but what is proper, for I found her on my 
own territory." 

The powers of darkness are busy enough to tempt us ; we 
need not go out of the ways of prudence to tempt them. Eve 
lost everything by listening to a sermon, but it was preached 
by the enemy of all good. Often the slightest dereliction from 
duty is a disaster which no intensity of pleasure can compen- 
sate, and no degree of remorse can redeem. Once a Boman 
soldier was condemned to death for breaking the ranks to steal 
a bunch of grapes. As he was going to execution, some of 
his comrades laughed at him, and others were envious, that he 
should have grapes and they none. ^^But," replied he, 
" do not envy me for iny bunch of grapes, for you would be 
loth to have them at the price you see I am compelled to 
pay." 

Our greatest dangers are never clothed in the most repul- 
sive forms. He must be a great fool indeed, who would, with 
premeditated folly, brave a lion in his own desert, in the very 
precincts of his bone-strewed den. But the simpleton is no 
less fatally snared who lingers near the bowers of voluptuous 
show and glittering crime. Without watchfulness and wise 
forethought, the victim discovers too late that he has supped 
from a cup wreathed with false smiles and full of venomous 
death. Blasphemy is wit, and ribaldry eloquence, to a man 
flius maddened by lust and degraded to a brute. If the tiger 
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is to be kept tame, beware of allowing bim tbe first taste of 
blood. Augustine tells us of a Christian young man, who be- 
ing induced by his associates to enter the amphitheatre, for* a 
time resolutely kept his eyes closed. At length, a tren^en- 
dous shout of the spectators induced him to look out on the 
arena. The instant he caught the sight oi gore shed by the 
gladiators, he seemed to imbibe the ferocious spirit of those 
around him, — he shouted — ^he cheered on the combatants — ^he 
was possessed with an uiftontroUable fury — and when he de- 
parted, the desire to return was too irresistible to be withstood 
Does not t/our experience prove that human nature has not 
since changed ? It is a sad demonstration of the desperate- 
ness of our native depravity, that we invent the most of our 
dangers ; we voluntarily incur the risk of perdition for the sake 
of enjoying the excitement, and court temptation for the plea- 
sure of feeling its force. 

But the evils which in a sinful world we necessarily meet, 
may be rendered a blessing rather than our bane. Tempta- 
tion is indeed strong, but divine resources are vouchsafed the 
prayerful so that it may be overcome. We cannot apologize 
for the ignominy of defeat, by exaggerating the strength and 
cunning of our foe. The great Deliverer of the devout is 
stronger than the strong man armed ; and He has not only 
opened the fountain that cleanses from aU sin, but will confer 
on the sanctified an armor impervious to every dart " He 
that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not," 

Good and evil are placed before us free moral agents, as the 
objects of our affection, and the formers of our character for 
time and eternity. As Hercules, in his vision of probation, 
stood between Virtue and Vice, solicited by both ; so must we 
choose which we will follow. Says an old writer, " The per- 
fect have to pass through the night of the senses, the night of 
the spirit, the night of the memory, and the night of the will, 
which four nights represent the four kinds of mortification 
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which they must endure. Because they are accepted oi God 
— temptation must prove them." 

Such trials are undoubtedly severe to our corrupt and stub- 
born nature, but they are salutary, and by aid fiom on high 
may be safely encountered. Heligious resolution, pure and 
firm, is the grand instrument of triumph. Pyrrhus tempted 
Fabridus first with an elephant, a greater and more powerful 
beast than he had ever before seen ; the next day he tried to 
bribe him with gold and promises of honor ; but the upright 
Fabridus replied^ ^ I fear not thy force, and I am too wise for 
thy fraud." 

^ Gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men in the fur- 
nace of adversity." The choicest spirits on earth know not 
the best strength hidden within them, till temptation calls it 
fetth, and shows them how much, in a righteous conflict, they 
are able to endure. Every evil we make our slave by subju- 
gation, instead of our tyrant by indulgence, becomes an effi- 
dent auxiliary for good. The'' Sandwich Islander believed 
fhat the strength and courage of the enemy he slew, passed in- 
to bimself ; in like manner, but in a nobler sense, we win 
strength from the temptations we resist 

Perpetual watchfulness is the only guaranty of present pu- 
rity and eternal joy. The Egyptian hieroglyphic for God, 
was an eye resting on a sceptre, indicating that he sees and 
rules all things. ^ Fear ye not me, saith the Lord, and wHl 
ye not tremble at my presence ?" OUr desires are the feet of 
the soul, on these we stand or fall. Apostolic practice is the 
best guide for ourselves. ^I keep under my body." He 
possesses but little of the dignity of a man, whose heart is led 
by his senses ; and he is still less a Christian, whose senses 
are not restrained by his heart. 

8* 



Digitized 



d by Google 



* CHAPTP^R VII. 

INTEGRITY; 
OR, THE TRADESMAN PROSPERED. 

" The integrity of the upright shall guide them," Proverbs 
11: 3. .What Solomon meant by integrity will be easily per- 
ceived from various passages hereafter to be adduced. We 
will arrange the present discussion under the following heads. 
The integrity of the upright insures safety the most secure ; 
honor the most exalted ; profit the most enduring ; and re- 
wards the most glorious. 

In the first place, strict integrity insures to its possessor the 
most secure safety. It is not always innocent to be quiet in 
the possession or pursuit of what in a worldly sense is law^. 
Because a man's bed is his own, it does not follow that he is 
therefore allowed to idle away his precious time thereon; 
neither will the legality of any branch of business justify a 
man in the sight of Grod who destroys body and soul in its in- 
temperate pursuit. Honesty is ever the best policy ; the oxAj 
way to be secure from harm in our pursuits, is to be habitually 
frugal and upright Sir Mathew Hale had learned from Sol* 
omon, that <^ a wicked man taketh a gifl out of his bosom, to 
pervert the ways of judgment" But he always repelled such 
temptations with courteous integrity. A wise and upright 
conscience will never justify an evil practice. "Honesty 
needs no disguise nor ornament ; be plain." The rules of the 
Gospel are decisive on this point. Let us not " do evil that 
good may come. Let not your good be evil spoken of. Ab- 
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stain from all appearance of eviL" Hale was a consiste&t 
ChristiaQ, in his life proving that he belonged to the 

^ Salt of the earth, the yirtnons few, 
Who season human kind.^ 

He knew well that, however deep in the bosom of the un- 
righteous his gift might be hid, a day approaches when the 
great Judge of all will ^' vindicate his omniscience fix>m all the 
insults put upon it in the world bj those foolish men, who 
were not ashamed to do those things in the face of Grod him- 
self, in which they would not have wished the meanest of his 
creatures to detect them." No sin has a deeper dye of wick- 
edness tlian bribery, and none is more clearly marked for aw- 
ful punishment. AU the faithiul will remember the command 
^ven to Abraham, " Walk before me, and be thou perfect.** 

** Shall we now 
Contaminate onr fingers with base bribes ? 
And sell the mighty space of oar large honors, 
For so mnch trash as may be grasped thns 1 
rd rather be a dog, and bay the moon, ' 

Than such a Roman." 

But it requires stem integrity and high moral courage to 
withstand the temptations of worldly policy and selfishness. 
" To be honest, as this world goes, is to be one picked out of 
t&n. thousand." Our will must be conformed to the high prin- 
dples of immutable justice, or personal integrity cannot be 
maintained. ^He that walketh uprightly walketh surely; 
but he that perverteth his ways shall be known.** All per- 
mma must eiicounter difficulties ; to overcome them is the pre- 
rogative of the pure and the just They who enter the &r- 
nace in faithfulness to themselves and the highest virtue, shall 
' not miss the form of the fourth in the flames, but shall come 
forth unharmed ; as the Babylonish captives were delivered 
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through the fire from the infinitely greater calamily of apos- 
tasy. For taming aside from the true and safe path^ Jaooh 
was chastened to the end of his days, Peter was openly re- 
buked, Judas and Ananias are left on record,' beacons as fright- 
ful in their doom as they should be powerful to warn. Man 
in his best estate is weak, and needs to pray with David, 
^ Let my heart be sound in thy statutes, that I may not be 
ashamed. I will walk in my mtegrity ; redeem me, and be 
merciful to me." 

Integrity is a lofty virtue, one that is a prime element in 
every trust-worthy character. Says Solomcw, ^^A &ithful 
witness will not lie ; but a false witness will utter lies." A 
true man is moved neither by smiles nor frowns, neither by 
pecuniary gain nor personal oWoquy, to swerve from truth. 
He is actuated by the strictest law of verity, and therefore is 
the man to trust. 

^' His words are bonds, his oaths are oracles ; 
His love sincere, his thoughts immaculate ; 
His tears, pure messengers sent from his heart ; 
His heart as far from fraud as heaven from earth.** 

This leads us to remark, secondly, that integrity is the most 
exalted honor, — a principle which is declared in the following 
Scripture. « The poor man walking in truth is better than a 
rich man of a lie." The man of imtamished integrity may, 
to preserve his innocence, render himself the poorer in this 
world's goods ; but, in the placid delights of an approving 
conscience, he carries the greatest wealth — ^ a perpetual feast 
of nectar'd sweets where no crude surfeit reigns." His out- 
ward vision may not glut itself on extended estates and glit- 
tering displays; but the immortal tenant of his perishable 
body grows familiar with those unfading treasures held in re- 
serve, and daily surveys them with rapture through " that in- 
ner eye which is the bliss of solitude." Perhaps the angels 
may say of him that, 
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*' His sober wishes never learned to stray, 

Bat thro* the cool sequestered vale of life 
, He held the noiseless tenor of his way f 

8tiil the suffirages of all pure and exalted spirits would dedare 
that he whose penury resulted from allegiance to truth, hore 
the highest honor and deserved the brightest reward. 

" Honor's a sacred tie — the law of kings, 
The noble mind's distinguishing perfection, 
That aids and strengthens virtue when it meets her, 
And imitates hef actions where she is not" 

Milton finely stated the duty as well as the honor of integ- 
rity, and his life was a noble commentary on his precepts. 
In the introduction to the second book of his ^ Reason of Qiurch 
Gk>Yemment," he says, ^ Surely to every good and peaceable 
man, it must in nature needs be a hateM thing, to be the dis- 
pleaser and molester of thousands ; much better would it like 
him, doubtless, to be the messenger of gladness and content- 
ment, which is his chief intended business to aU mankind, but 
that they resist and oppose their own true happiness. But 
when Gk)d comm^ds to take the trumpet, and blow a dolo- 
rous or a jarring blast, it lies not in man's will what he shall 
say, or what he shall conceaL * * * This I foresee, that should 
the church be brought under heavy oppression, and God have 
given me ability the while to reason against that man that 
should be the author of so foul a deed, or should she, by bless- 
ing £rom above on the industry and courage of iaithfiil men, 
change this her distracted estate into better days, without the 
least furtherance or contribution of those few talents which 
God at that present had lent me ; I foresee what stories I 
should hear within myself, all my life afler, of discourage 
and reproach. < Timorous and ungrateM, the church of Grod 
is now again at the foot of her insulting enemies, and thou be- 
waUest; what matters it for thee or thy bewailing? When 
time was, thou couldst not find a syllable of aU that thou hast 
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read or studied, to utter in her behalf. Yet ease and leisure 
were given thee for thy retired thoughts, out of the sweat of 
other men. Thou hadst the diligence, the parts, the language 
of a man, if a vain subject were to be adorned or beautified; 
but when the cause of God and his church was to be pleaded, 
for which purpose that tongue was given thee which thou 
hast, Grod listened if he could hear thy voice among his zeal- 
ous servants, but thou wert dumb as a beast ; from hencefor- 
ward be that which thine own brutish silence hath made thee.' 
♦ ♦ * But now by this little diligence, mark what a privilege 
I have gained with good men and saints, to claim my right of 
lamenting the tribulations of the church, if she should suffer, 
when others that have ventured nothing for her sake, have 
not the honor to be admitted mourners. But, if she lift; up 
her drooping head and prosper, among those that have some- 
thing more than wished her welfare, I have my charter and 
freehold of rejoicing to me and my heirs. 

" Concerning therefore this wayward subject against pre- 
laty, the touching wherecrf is so distasteful and disquietous to 
a number of men, as by what hath been said I may deserve 
of charitable readers to be credited, that neither envy nor gall 
hath entered me upon this controversy, but the enforcement 
of conscience only, and a preventive fear lest the omitting of 
this duty should be against me, when I would store up to my- 
self the good provision of peaceful hours." 

In the closing passage of this introduction, he states how, 
in leaving the quietude of delightftil studies to engage in po- 
lemical warfare, he was moved only with the purpose to main- 
tain his integrity before GrOd and man. " I trust hereby to 
make it manifest with what small willingness I endure to in- 
terrupt the pursuit of no less hopes than these, and leave a 
calm and pleasing solitariness, fed with cheerful and confident 
'thoughts, to embark in a troubled sea of noises and hoai^se 
disputes, put from beholding the bright countenance of truth 
in the quiet and still air of delightful studies* * * * But were 
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it the meanest underservke, if God by hJB secretaiy oonscteiiee 
enjoin it, it were sad for me if I should draw back ; for me 
especiallj, now when all men offer their aid to help, ease, and 
lighten the difficult labors of the church, to whose service, by 
the intentions of mj parents and friends I was destined of a 
child, and in mine own resolutions, till coming to some matu- 
rity of years, and perceiying what tyranny had invaded the 
church, that he who would take orders must scdi>8cribe slave, 
and take an oath withal, which unless he took with a con- 
science that would retch,.he must either strait perjure, or 8j^ 
his faith, I thought it better to prefer a blameless silence be- 
fore the sacred office of speaking, bought and begun with ser- 
yitute and fcM^wearing." 

This great man soon found the rewards which are often the 
immediate attendants of fidelity, — poverty, misfortune, and 
persecution from the worldly great. And yet, said he nobly, 

" I argue not 
Against heav'n's hand, or will ; nor bate one jot 
Of heart or hope ; but still bear up, and steer 
Bight onwards." 

He had expended time, exhausted health, and, for the time • 
obscured his fame, in faithfulness to the rights of mankind. 
More painiiil than all, he had lost his eyesight in the service- 
In allusion to this calamity, he said to his friend Cyriac, 

^ What supports me, dost thou ask ? 
The conscience, friend, t' have lost them overply'd 
In liberty's defence, mj noble task, 
Whereof all Europe rings from side to side. 
This thought might lead me through this world^s vain mask 
Content though blind, had I no other gnide." 

Milton incurred animosities the most bitter, because he 
would not join the ranks of the powerful in the infliction of 
tyrannical wrongs. Persecutors never pardon those who re- 
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ftne to yield themselves the instruments of persecution. The 
more pure and exalted the qualities embodied and illustrated 
in the persons of the beneficent, the more will thej be hated 
by the unjust But the attacks of such foes should only give 
the intrinsically great a more yiyid consciousness of their 
merits, and suggest profose consolaticms in view of ulterior 
convictions and an eternal reward. A virtuous magistrate 
has for the time being no enemy more bitter, than he who has 
vainly tried to corrupt him ; but ungenerous acrimony soon 
passes away, and a discerning posterity wiQ not mistake as to 
which was the most deserving character. The righteous Gov- 
ernor of all has told us that while *^ The wicked is snared by 
the transgression of his lips, the just shall come out of trouble." 
Adonijah's deceitful petition did him no permanent good ; and 
the hypocritical loyalty of Daniel's enemies ended in their own 
discomfiture. On the other hand, the noble integrity of Caleb 
and Joshua extricated them from the snares which their re- 
bellious brethren had spread for their feet The contemptible 
conduct of timeservers may bring them a little temporary 
gain; but the most enduring reputation and reward belong 
only to those who are true to the highest interests and the ho- 
liest law. Such was Milton, and such was that glorious em- 
bodiment of integrity, his AbdieL 

"Faithful found 
Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable false, unmoved, 
Unshaken, unseduced, nnterrified, 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 
Nor number nor example with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind 
Though single. From amidst them forth he passed 
Long way through hostile scorn, which he sustained 
Superior, nor of violence feared aught" 

Lying is sometimes acted, insinuated, or implied, in a man- 
meie as injurious and shameful as when the falsehood is spoken 
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OQtrigl]^ Thus Ljsias, the chief captaiii, represented to the 
QOY&CDOT that he had interposed for Paul from his zeal for a 
Roman dtisen; when in real troth he was ignorant of the fiusi 
at the time, and wbb ehont to soourge him as a rebd. 

*^ 'Tb great, 'tis manly to difdain disgoise ; 
It shows oar ^irit, or it proves otur strengtii." 

The accuracy of Scripture is verified in ^very generation. 
'^ A righteous man hateth lying ; but a wicked man is loath- 
some, and oometh to shame." It is not said that the right- 
eous are never guilty of this sin. David lied ; and yet peni- 
tently he dedar^d — ^ I hate and abhor lying." He desired 
that it might be ^removed far from him," and doabdess would 
have prayed honestly, 

" Make my breast 
Transparent as pnre crystal, that the world 
J«aloa8 of me, may see the Ibnlest thonght 
My heart doth hold." 

Peter lied ; but in sorrowful and earnest remembrance of his 
sin exemplified the happiness of departure from it " Lying 
lips " may be common, convenient to our sinful nature, and 
profitable to the unprincipled ; nevertheless they are " abomi- 
nation to the Lord," and the righteous man hateth them. He 
would maintain truth, though he loses worldly gain in the sup- 
port of his integrity. How unlike this is the character of the 
avaricious and faithless mau. 

** Sonnd him with gold ; 
'T "will sink into his venal soul like lead 
Into the deep, and bring up slime, and mud, 
And ooze too, from the bottom, as the lead doth 
"With its greased understratum." 

True greatness does not consist so much in doing extnior- 
dmary things, as in ocmdueting ordinary aiMam with a noble 
9 
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demeanor and fitmi a ri^t motiYe. It is neoessaij and most 
profitable to remember the advice to Titos, ^ Showing all good 
fidelity in all things.** Christ has taught ns that a sin^e eye 
and a veradons heart will make our way both safe and plain. 
*^ The wisdom of the pradent is to nnderstand his way ; but 
the folly of fools is deceit." Some translate this latter phrase 
on tins wise— ^ the arts of deceit engross the polluted minds 
of the wicked." But base wisdom always proves the most de- 
structive folly in the end. Such was Gehazi's overreaching 
craftiness ; and Daniel's accusers were captured in their own 
pit So Macbeth found that, 

** We 8tiU hare judgments here ; that we bat teach 
Bloody instnictioDS, which, being taught, retoni 
To plague the inyentor: This even-handed justice 
Commends the ingredients of our poison'd chalice 
To our own lips." 

It appears that in Solomon's day men wero accu^med to 
the same ^ tricks of trade" as in the nineteaith century Chris- 
tian people know how to employ. Sharp and shrewd trades- 
men in ^ose days had an eye to the main chance, and knew 
how to strike a dose bargain. But it is to be hoped that they 
were not tormented with such swarms of trifling gadders, as 
• in our polite era on every fair day " go a shopping," simply to 
display their own finery and weary clerks in showing goods 
which they never intended to buy. " It is naught, it is naught|» 
saith the buyer ; but when he is gone his way, then he boast- 
eth." How identical is selfish human nature. Did you never 
hear the same thing ? It ii naught — it is naught — ^ The ar- 
ticle is of an inferior quality. I can get it cheaper elsewhere. 
If it is worth so much — ^yet not to me — ^I don't particulariy 
care about taking it" And when, having jewed the seller 
down to the lowest cent by his marked falsehoods, he is gone 
his way; he boasteth, chuckling over his infamy, and is pro- 
bably commended for his devenaess. 
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Qa tlie ooBtrarj, if the bayer is intent on baying dieap, the 

seiler is equally solidtons to sell at prices unrighleously dear. 
He asks one price, when he means to take a much lower one 
if he can get it, and takes advantage of an ine^^rienoed cus- 
tomer to impose on him a worthless article. Augustine re- 
cords a spmewhat ludicrous, but signifiduit story. A moun- 
tebank announced, that at the next entertainment he would 
show to every man present what was in his heart An im- 
mense concourse assembled, and the sagacious cynic redeemed 
his pledge to the vast assembly by a single sentence — ^ You 
all wish to buy cheap and to sell dear," a sentence universally 
applauded, as each one found the confirming witness in his 
own bosom. 

So it is ; if the buyer says — ^ It is nan^it-— it is naught"— 
the seller no less eagerly protests — ^ It is good — the first qual- 
ity, 'pon my word" — ^when, as bishop Sanderson says, "nei- 
ther of both speaketh, either as he thinketh, or as the truth 
of the thing is. No man*s experience would serve him to 
c^prehend, no man's breath to declare, the infinite variety 
of those more secret and subtle fabehoods, that are^ daily in- 
vented and exercised everywhere under the sun." But such 
proceedings are not the evidences g£ integrity. 

" The brave do never shan the light ; 
Just are their thoughts, and open are their tempers ; 
Truly, without disguise, they love or hate ; . 
Still are they found in the fair face of day, 
And heaven and men are judges of their actions.*' 

The highest honor is forever attached to unswerving hon- 
esty, since, a;^ a sacred proverb declares, " The evil bow be- 
fore the good ; and the wicked at the gates of the righteous*" 
For a while, goodness may be abused ; and, under the pre- 
sent dispensation, virtue may become temporally eclipsed. 
But in the end the upright are always honored, and the man 
of integrity receives the highest reward ; ba Lazarus, wh 
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had bowed in anguish at the rich tyrant's gate, at length re- 
posed in Abraham's bosom. Yet, even in this life, is the 
triumph of persevering integrity frequently displayed. The 
haughty Egyptians and Jacob's unkind sons bowed before the 
fiiithful Joseph. Pharaoh in his pride and his people in all 
dieir might were compelled to bow submissively before Mo- 
ses; Haman before Esther; Saul to David; Jehoram and 
Naaman before Elisha ; the magistrates before the apostles of 
Christ Remember, especially, that a scene approaches, when 
this great truth shall be unfolded before the whole universe. 
^ The upright shall have dominion over the wicked in the 
monm^." The drapery of heaven will unfold, revealing the 
just government of a righteous God, and then <<the saints 
shall judge the world." Then will it be thoroughly under- 
stood that an upright and consistent Christian is indeed ^ the 
highest style of man," and that both here and hereafter 

** Upon his brow shame is ashamed to sU, 
For 'I is a throne where honor may be crown'd 
Sole monarch of the universal earth." 

Thirdly, habitually to govern oneself by the law of integ- 
rity is to acquire profit the most enduring. It is of the high- 
est importance that we early learn to live in this world with 
steadfast perseverance in the path of uprightness ; exempli- 
fying that strict regularity of movement which alone gives as- 
surance of a soul truly devoted to exalted aims. When a 
man is deemed uncertain as to his engagements, so much so 
that his disregard of every promise has become proverbial, it 
will not be strange if he forfeits all public confidence and 
speedily sinks under the infamy he has deserved. Every 
person will say 

"He that depends 
Upon your favorf , swims with fins of lead, 
And hews down oaks with rushes.'' 
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It la tlie lughest glory in a man to be the slaye <^ hu word. 
No one can be fickle and £a^se in little matters, and jet re- 
main influential and trust-worthy in concerns of a highor 
range. Trifles make up existence, and we cannot maintain 
an honorable standing a single hour, if in those relations 
which involve the honor and welfare of others, we presume 
in the slightest degree to sport with the law of veracitj. Loft- 
ing confidence on this ground, all is lost 

** Lands mortgaged may retarn, and more esteem'd j 
But honesty, once pawned, is ne'er redeemed." 

Property gained through unrighteous means is sure to be 
<^ little use to its wicked possessor. With the power of a 
withering curse will it corrode the heart and hands of the un- 
just, or speedily revert to those who will with integrity sub- 
ordinate it to the promotion of exalted ^ds. ^ He that by 
usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather 
it for him that will pity the poor." The sordid idolater <^ 
gold, discarding from his covetous soul everything that is 
^ honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report," toils slavishly 
foT wealth, and his harvest at length falls into better hands ; 
as Diodati says, ^not intending anything of himself; but it is 
so done through God's secret Providence." It is elsewhere 
said in Proverbs, " He that is greedy of gain troubleth his 
own house : but he that hateth gifts shall live." Lot, Achan, 
Saul, Ahab, G^hazi, Jehoiakim, and the Jews verified this 
saying in their own painful experience. Look at the ruinous 
speculations of our own day, and observe how frequently and 
disastrously the same principle is exemplified. 

" Oh cnrsed love of gold ! when for thy sake 
The fool throws up his interest in both worlds j 
First starv'd in this, then damned in that to come.** 

Examples worthy of our imitation are presented in Aton 
9* 
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ham idio refofied the gifts of the king of Sodom, and Pet^ 
when he repelled the enticement of Simon. The just man 
will ever cling to his integrity, that on earth he maj receive 
an hundred fold, and, in the world to come, everlasting life. 
Nohly exclaimed the Marquis of Vic(% ^ Let their money pei^ 
ish with them, that prefer all the world's wealth before <me 
day's communion with Jesus Christ and his despised peo- 
ple." 

Let the tradesman who wishes to be permanently prospered 
remember how God has declared that ^ Divers weights and 
divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the 
Lord." All the cheats of underhanded trickery and sharp 
dealing, the use of unfair measures and evasion of legal du- 
ties, taking advantage of the ignorant and unwary, or any 
other deviations firom uprightness are sure in the end to be 
exposed and to invest their vile dupe with infinite contempt. 
^ Be ye sure your sin will find you out" Ananias and Sap- 
phira vainly endeavored to hide their oovetousness under the 
guise of liberality ; and their successors in wickedness will 
find it equally difficult to hide the evil deeds of business life 
from a heart-searching God. 

The persevering industry of dishonest men merits nothing 
but blame, according to the saying of Chrysostom, ^ Labor 
which hath no profit cannot obtain any praise." Such persons 
are called by our Lord " workers of iniquity ;" they will spare 
no pains, leave nothing unattempted, for satisfying their lusts, 
and accomplishing their bad designs. Isaiah describes such 
in these words : " They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the 
spider's web ;" " of which expressions," says Barrow, " one 
may denote mischievous, the other frivolous diligence in con- 
trivance or execution of naughty or vain designs ; and to them 
both that of the prophet Hosea may be referred : " They have 
sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind ;" guilt, re- 
morse, and punishment being the consequences of both. And 
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of them both common ezpeiienoe doth afford very frequent 
and obvious instances, a great part of human life being taken 
up with them." 

<< Better is a Httle with righteousness, than great revenues 
without right" The widow of Zarephath was much richer 
with her scanty &re, than Jezebel in her royal attire ; and the 
poor prophet, who shared her pittance, possessed wealth infi- 
nitely better, than the king, with his revenues without right 
Job on the dunghill, o(»itrasted with ungodly Ahab on the 
throne; Lazarus in his rags, compared with Dives in his pui^ 
pie and fme linen, firing sumptuously every day " — ^living in 
splendid misery on earth, only to be more deeply damned— i- 
show most impressively how much better is he that walketh 
uprightly, than he that is perverse in his way. 

** Who, lord of millions, trembles for his store, 
And fears to give a &rthing to the poor; 
Proclaims that penary will be his fele, 
And, scowling, looks on charity with hate." 

The wise preacher teUs us that ^ The getting of treasures 
by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of them that 
seek death. The robbery of the wicked shall destroy them, 
because they refuse to do judgment" God always minxes 
gall and bitterness with uiiquitous gains. Invariably the 
wages of sin is death. Search your chests ; search your hearts ; 
and if you find any of this adulterated treasure among your 
possessions, away with it As you love your highest interest, 
away with it. Else know, that, as Chrysostom weU said — 
" You have locked up a thief in your counting-house, who 
shall carry away all : and — ^if ye look not to it the sooner — 
your soul with it." Treasures obtained through vicious means 
are " put into a bag with holes," and soon are lost They are 
dispersed like dust before the whirlwind. The unprincipled 
slave of avarice is as mean in spirit as his end is full of re- 
morse. Our countryman Sprague says of such, 
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" The kindly throbs that other men control, 
NeV melt the iron of the miser's soul ; 
Thro* life's dark road his sordid way he wends, 
An incarnation of fat dividends.*' 

But what will he do when Grod shall make inquisition for 
blood ? Judas felt an intolerable curse burning into his soul, 
and was as ei^r to get rid of his ill-gotten treasure, as before 
he had been to gain it. But there was no divorce from tor- 
turing conscience. B7 renouncing integrity, he sought death 
and was wedded to remorse forever. It is to be greatly la- 
mented, that we are so little inclined to profit by the teachings 
of heaven and the examples of the bad on earth. 

** How oft must men a fate like Milo^s mourn, 
Who tore the oak, and by the oak was torn." 

Integrity not only insures safety the most secure ; honor 
the most exalted ; and profit the most enduring ; but, fourthly, 
it is promised rewards the most glorious. 

We are told by the highest authority that, ^ To do justice 
and jud^ent is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice." 
That is, outward oblations can never take the place of moral 
obedience, or the consistent adoration of a truthful soul. It 
is never allowed to substitute the ceremonials of religion in 
the place of its substance. Scrupulously to tithe " anise and 
cummin," to the neglect of the " weightier matters of the law " 
— judgment, mercy, and fiuth, is to incur the just indignati<»i 
of the Most High. Israel abounded in the observance of their 
religious ritual most, while indulging the sin of Sodom and 
Gromorrah ; but God taught them how much more available 
is an upright life than sanctimonious hypocrisy. When the 
Gorban sacrifice stands in the place of filial piety and right- 
eous deaUng, the foul and presumptuous worshipper will soon 
feel the wrath of outraged justice. Qf the pure, the docile 
and truly devout, it may be said. 
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'* Pre scann'd the actions of hie daily life 
. With all the indastrions malice of a foe j 
And nothing meets mine eyes but deeds of honor.** 

Such an encomium is deserved onlj bj the unstained devotee 
at the shrine of integrity, and it is at once the highest praise 
and best reward man can ever earn. 

There is great force in the Scripture which asserts that 
<' Treasures of wickedness profit nothing ; but righteousness 
delivereth from death." What was the profit of Naboth's 
vineyard to Ahab, when in his " ivory palace " he was with- 
ering under the curse of God ? What were the ^ thirty pieces 
of silver "to him who had obtained them by betraying his 
liOrd, and who, shrouded in fiaming remorse, confessed that 
the accursed pelf was "^e price of blood?" A competency 
honorably earned is the greatest wealth. ** A man's life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth." 
The cheat and villain may seem to outrun his honest neighbor 
in hoarding emoluments ; but to his indescribable hoiror he will 
finally learn that the treasures of wickedness are the treasures 
of eternal wrath. Sad is the condition of such a wretch both 
for time and eternity. 

" Mammon's dose-link'd bondis have bonnd him, 
Self-imposed, and seldom burst ; 
Though heaven's waters gush'd around him, 
He would pine with earth's poor thirst." 

The nummary of this whole theme is emdbodied in the £6!^ 
lowing proverb : ^ In the way of righteousness is life ; and in 
the pathway thereof there is no death." The happiest and 
holiest light, constantly augmented, shines on their path, and 
when the varied journey of life here below shall end, it blends 
with the raptures of immortal bhss. The man of pure con- 
science and upright conduct walks towards the judgment-seat 
dieerful as the sinless bird, ^ singing of summer in iuU^hroat- 
ed ease." He is contented and useful in wakeM toil, and 
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blest with unwoated jojs eyen in cbCeams, ^ when sleep sits 
dewy on the laborer's eje." The dishonest are aocompanied 
and cheered only bj hopes both lying and dying ; but the 
eternal Grod is the buckler and patron of the upright They 
are perpetually invigorated by. strength welling up within 
their loyal hearts, and in every lonely hour are cheered by 
echoes from beyond the grave. Says an old writer, " Espe- 
cially those acconunodations prove most delightful, which our 
industry hath procured to us ; we looking on them with a spe- 
cial tenderness of affection, as on the children of our endea- 
vor ; we being sensible at what costs of care and pain we did 
purchase them. If a man getteth wealth by fraud or violence, 
if he riseth to preferment by flattery, detraction, or any bad 
arts, he can never taste any good savor, or find sound comfort 
in them ; and from what oometh merely by chance, as there 
is no commendation due, so much satisfaction will not arise. 
In so many years, wherein Samuel judged Israel, it cannot be 
but many thousand causes passed his hands, wherein both 
parties could not possibly be pleased ; yet so dear doth he 
find his heart and hands, that he dare make the grieved part 
judges of his judgment A good conscience will make a man 
undauntedly confident, and dare put him upon any trial; 
where his own heart strikes him not, it bids him challenge all 
the world, and take up all comers. How happy a thing is it 
for man to be his own friend and patron ! He needs not to 
fear foreign broils, that is at peace at home." This is identi- 
cal with the well known sentiment of the great poet of nature 
and truth. 

** What stronger breastplate than a heart untainted ? . 
Thrice is he armed, that hath his qnarrel jast; 
And he hnt naked though lock'd up in steel. 
Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted." 

The honors and rewards which Daniel and Joseph ulti- 
mately won by their integrity, are well known* Like causes 
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will ahmjrg prodaoe ^ke restdtSy and we sbould be mort anx* 
ions to be thus bleesecL 

** Honor and glory were given to cherish ; 

Cherish them, then, though all else should decay; 
Landmarks be these, that are never to perish, 
Stan that will shine on the daikiest day.** 
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EXTRAVAGANCE; 
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The germ and guiding thought of the following discussion 
is in Prov. 21: 20, << There is treasure to be desired and oil 
in the dwelling of the wise : but a foolish man spendeth it up." 
'In unfolding this topic, let it be remarked, diat extravagance 
strives tkiost after what the soul least needs ; seldom proceeds 
honorably in acquiring the luxuries it is ambitious to display; 
is never contented with the splendid misery it may for a mo- 
ment have attained ; and ends in perpetual ruin where it had 
aspired after transient joys. 

In the first place, the extravagant man is most anxious to 
possess what he has least occasion to use. He is habitually 
influenced by the allurements of sensuality, and, to secure a 
present gratification, utterly neglects the claims of the fiiture. 
He purchases satiety at a dear rate and pays enormous inter- 
est to obtain the requisite means. Byron was not the only 
one who could say, 

" In my j'onng days they lent me cash that way, 
Which I found very troublesome to pay." 

The improvident generously pays those who indulge his cnxBi- 
nal wishes, but leaves the virtuous and industrious unrewarded. 
Every foolish whim i^ indulged, and all profitable pursuits are 
despised. While those who are dependent on the spendthrift 
are suffering finom want, he gives feasts to his idle associates, 
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aad will persist in making them presents when he can no 
longer pay his own bills. 

Those who rely on their own prudent exertions, and properly 
improve their talents, are under no necessity of suffering either 
penury or disgrace. On the contrary, the indolent and extrava- 
gant will soon exhaust the most ample resources, and involve 
themselves in the greatest contempt. Saith the preacher, 
^ Much food is in the tillage of the poor ; but there is that is 
destroyed for want of judgment." The richest soil and most 
genial dime will be of little value without prudent manage- 
ment and economical tillage. The abundant crops of Egypt 
sprang mainly from the discretion of Joseph ; and Solomon's 
prudent administration of his household restrained waste and 
prevented the evils of extravagance. The prodigal is ruined 
rather by what he fancifiilly desires, than by what he really 
needs ; he goes on buying what he does not want, and very 
soon wants what he cannot buy. It is for this reason that the 
possessions of the rich and voluptuous so often change hands. 
**A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth 
shame : and shall have part of the inheritance among the 
brethren.'* Many of the most valuable plantations in the 
Southern States are now owned by those who but a few years 
ago were simply overseers on thfe same soil. The arrogant 
and lascivious heir degrades himself, wastes tlie inheritance, 
and, like the prodigal of old, is obliged to take his place 
among " hired servants," while the frugal and wise come to 
rule over him. 

Secondly, the extravagant man seldom adopts an honorable 
course of conduct, when he. would acquire the luxuries he is 
ambitious to display. « Moderation," said bishop Hall, « is 
the centre'wherein all, both divine'and moral philosophy meet ; 
the rule of life, the governess of manners, the silken string that 
nins through the pearl-chain of all virtues, the very ecliptic- 
line under which reason and religion move without any devia- 
tion, and therefore most worthy of our best thoughts, of our 
10 
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most carefiil obserranoe." But this is a virtue whidi the ex- 
travagant are the last to cultivate. All the exertions they 
make exhaust much more than thej strengthen ; and so little 
is the moral energy they possess that it is soon lavished un- 
necessarily away. They dissipate their strength in superflu- 
ous display, and miserably lack all the resources of profitable 
action, 

A maxim with the Greeks was, << nothing to excess.'' This 
rule of moderation they adopted as the great law of culture ; 
but they never forgot that prolific fulness might be restrained 
without drying it up, and that the excess of energy should be 
directed, but never crippled. ^ Moderation is in itself a pow- 
er, peaceable, regular, constant, and invincible ; a power des- 
tined to restrain the energy and activity of the soul within the 
confines which answer, on one side, to the reach of our facul- 
ties, and, on the other, to the objects which are assigned them ; 
a power which dbiecks us that we may be ciq^rable of acting 
better, and which represses our aberrations, that we may more 
successfiiUy go on in the right direction. We here meet with 
one of those dispensations of Providence, which we cannot 
sufficientiy admire : this moderation, which is the sed^t of vir- 
tue, is also the secret of happiness. Sobriety is the first con- 
dition even of sensual pleasures. ^ Use without abusing," is 
a rule, which comprises all the counsels of prudence. In the 
external world there is only a given provision of materials 
for pleasure ; in the internal world, only a certain capacity to 
receive it ; our desires and fears embrace an indefinite sphere, 
because they mount on the wings of the imagination, which 
ereates for itself new regions beyond the compass of realities^ 
and renders present enjoyment more keen and exquisite when 
the spur of desire is still felt ; while, if the shadow of fear ap- 
pears, we become more strongly attached to what we possess. 
Beality must be mingled with expectation, and the present live 
upon the future. Voluntary temperance unites with sensual 
enjoyments a delicate sentiment, which, arising £rom the con- 
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sdousness of our own liberty, heightens its value. We relisA 
pleasure in proportion as we govern it^ instead of being gov- 
erned by it Hence arise those joys, so innocent, pure, varied, 
and inexhaustible, which are the privilege of those in medioc- 
rity. Privation continually enhances their enjoyments, be- 
cause it prevents satiety ; every object is of more worth, be- 
cause of use ; everything is fruitful, and nothing burthensome. 
How remarkable, that the limitations of property should ren- 
der the enjoyment of it almost infinite ! 

It is the ambition of the extravagant fop to shoot like a me- 
teor across public observation. He flourishes at places of pub- 
lic resort ; he would dazzle for a week, and vainly hopes to 
be admired for a month. But the utmost that can in such a 
career be attained is to add one more disgraced name to the 
idle and puerile instances of prodigal folly. He who recently 
shone with such apparent splendor soon is without either 
money or credit, and no longer dares to appear in the open 
day. 

" Dreading that climax of aU earthly ilia. 
The ixiflammatioii of his weekly bills.'' 

In all things, a lawfid and well regulated enjoyment is the 
best security against excess. ^ He that needs least is hkest the 
gods," said Socrates. We multiply happiness, not by increas- 
ing our wants, but by restricting them. A sensible old pro- 
verb well asserts, " the eyes of other people are the eyes which 
ruin us." Necessity soon compels the spendthrift to retrench 
his expenses or adopt dishonest means for promoting gain. It 
is easy to see what course he will be likely to pursue, and 
what consequences he will soon incur. An ounce of preven- 
tive is worth a pound of cure. It is easier to extinguish the 
first extravagant desire, than to restrain the torrent of ungov- 
ernable passion that is sure to succeed. But the heedless 
prodigal practises no such prudent forethought. He is crimi- 
nally avaricious of indulgence, and is not scrupulous as to the 



Digitized 



by Google 



112 PBOVEBBS FOB TSS PEOPLE. 

means he employs to support his extravagance. A small leak 
is sufficient to sink a great ship^ but he makes copious draughts 
'upon whatever capital he may have possessed, and soon veri- 
fies the saying, that ^ they who dainties love shall beggars 
prove.** "When one voluntarily expends his money for super* 
fluities, he is not far from being compelled to part with the 
commodities most necessary for his support. 

Says Solomon, ^ Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminish- 
ed." Frivolous pursuits, hollow amusements, expensive equi- 
page and ostentatious display, wiU soon prove that ^ riches 
certainly make themselves wings and fly away," leaving no- 
thing behind in the hands of the spendthrift but an awM ac- 
count of abused and perverted blessings. ^^ It is hard for an 
empty bag to stand upright ;" and it is equally impossible for 
the extravagant long to avert penury and disgrace. If they 
resort to unhallowed means to replenish the coffers exhausted 
on their luste, they but aggravate their ofience and augment 
the fearfulness of their doom. <^*Hearken also to Solomon/' 
exclaims lord Bacon, << and beware of hasty gathering of riches ; 
He who makes haste to be rich shall not be innocent" The 
poets feign that when Plutus (which is riches) is sent from 
Jupiter, he hmps, and goes slowly ; but when he is sent fixnoa 
Pluto, he runs, and is swiil of foot ; meaning,, that riches got- 
ten by good means and just labor pace slowly ; but when they 
come by the death of others, (as by the course of inheritance, 
testaments, and the like,) they come tumbling upon a man : 
but it might be applied likewise to Pluto, taking him for the 
devil ; for when riches come from the devil, (as by fraud and 
oppression, and unjust means,) they come upon speed. The 
ways to enrich are many, and most of them foul ; parsimony 
is one of the best, and yet is not innocent ; for it withholdeth 
men from works of liberality and charity." 

Poor Richard haa told us how that " Pride breakfasted with 
Plenty, dined with Poverty, and supped with Infamy." The 
downward course is thus rapid and fataL << A fat kitch^i makes 
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a lean will;* and ^ what maintains one vice would bring up 
two children.'' It is certainly yeiy foolish to lay out capital 
in the purchase of repentance, and to indulge in ostentation 
wfaidi must end in remorse. But such is the foolish choice 
too often made by those who sacrifice to extraTagance. 

•"Till household joys 
And eomfortt oease. Hub dndns our odkur dry, 
And keeps oar larder clean ; puts oat oar firee, 
And introdaces hanger, frost, and woe, 
Where peace and hospitality might reign." 

In the third place, the extravagant are not only seldom in- 
nocent in the means thej employ, but are never contented 
with the splendid misery which for a moment they may have 
attained. Splendor never can be taken as the type for digni- 
ty, nor extravagance for power, any more than a shadow or a 
reflection can be the correlative of reality. Enough evidence 
is on record and before our observation if we are wise to read, 
to prove that the greatest discomfort and keenest tortures of 
soul often attend the seeming favorites of fortune who recline 
oa those dazzling heights of rank and fashion which to the vul- 
gar eye appear to bask in unclouded sunshine. The chief joy 
of such is to be the objects of popular admiration around which 
common mortals gather in awe, ^ lift their strained eyes and 
ope their mouth with wonder." To maintain this hollow and 
^ttering outside, they forego all substantial delight; and, 
that to the last they may gratify their ruling passion, exclaim 
with Catiline to his associate in a common guilt, 

** Let OS sink 
In samptnons rain, with wonderers roand as, wife 1 
Oar funeral pile shall send np amber smokes *, 
Well bum in myrrh, or— blood 1" 

The extravagant, oppressed with anxiety to appear gor- 
geously, and reproved by conscience on account of the means 
10* 
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usoallj employed, are necessarily disconiented and uxihappj. 
<< Bread of deceit is sweet to a man ; but afterwards his mouth 
shall be fiUed with gravel." The display of the haughty is 
but a passing show, momentary sweetness, succeeded by bitter 
remorse, when the miserable dupe of sensual delight ex^daims, 
— ^ I tasted but a little honey, and I must die." Everything 
gotten wrongfully is sure to wreak vengeance oa its corrupt 
possessor in the end. What permanent profit did Gehazi de- 
rive from his talents of silver and chauges of garments ? In- 
tegrity is delightful in its beginning, continuance, and end. 
Sinful show is sometimes sweet for the moment, but always, 
and o^n eternally, is it bitter in its final results. The most 
lonely building in the world is a theatre just afler the play is 
over and the audience is dispersed ; and the most miserable 
beings are those who have recently been revelling in unholy 
joys. ^ Next to dressing for a rout or ball, undressing is a 
woe." Says an old writer, " The bread, which a man hath got 
by cozenage, seems sweet and pleasant at the first taste of it ; 
but by that time he hath chewed it a little, he shall find it to 
be but harsh gravel, that crasheth between his teeth, gaUs his 
jaws, wounds his tongue, and offends his palate." 

The enjoyments most coveted by the extravagant are as un- 
real as they are unsatisfying. 

" So the blue summit of some moan tain height, 
Wrapt in gay clouds, deludes the distant sight j 
But as with gazing eyes we draw more near, 
Fades the false scene, and the rough rocks appear." 

All the blandishments of unholis^ess are as deceptive as the 
mirage in the desert^ a delusion that distance creates and near 
ini^ction destroys. Many a ruined devotee has miserably 
experienced in the pursuit of such fleeting follies how « oft 
expectation fails, and most tliere where most it promises." 
And yet, fiiscinated by what is evidently false and murderous, 
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like voyagers charmed to ineyitable ruin by gyren scMigs, they 
yield to-the blinding ecstasy until on the death-bed, 

" Busy, meddling memory, 
In barbaroas snccession, musters up 
The past endearments of their softer honrii 
Tenacious of its theme ;^ 

— ^reniimscenees which are the stings of the serpent and fore- 
tokeners of unquenchable fire. 

The most conunon and fatal^forms of extravagance take the 
name of fashion. She is supported by the most zealous ad- 
herents on earth, and adored at the greatest expense. Both 
the divinity and her devotees show to what degradation the 
human mind can stoop, when beings supposed to be rational 
volunteer with pride and delight to strut through one 'year 
and country adorned with^the gewgaws of another. 

** Hence ostentation b^e, with tawdry art, 
Pants for the vulgar praise which fools impart j 
Here yanity assumes her pert grimace. 
And trims her robe of friese with copper lace ; 
Here beggar pride defrauds her daily cheer, 
To boast one splendid banquet once a year; 
The mind still turns where shifting fashion draws, 
Nor weighs the solid worth of self-applause." 

Fashion is a despot to whom nearly all ranks and classes 
are willing slaves. In London, May-day is the chimney- 
sweepers' holiday ; when they decorate themselves with flow- 
ers, ribbands, and tinsel, and dance in the streets. But at one 
time capricious fashion came near destroying the sport, as we 
are told by Jonas Hanway, who on inquiring of a chimney- 
sweeper's b^y, on a May-morning, why he was not enjoying 
himself, like the rest of his fraternity, received the reply — 
« Because master says it an't genteel !*' Such revolutions of 
sentiment are o^n produced by the fickle goddess. Said 
John Foster, " It is very amusing to observe the captivity to 
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the principle of iinilati<m on so vast a scale as it is displaced 
in a great dtj. It prevails, not only in the d^MUtment wbich 
I have just noticed, but in every other ; and, oooseqaentlj, the 
varieties of manners and character are incomparably fewer 
than the number of men* You seldom meet with the bold, in- 
dependent spirit, which, without asking leave of the sovereign 
modes and prescriptions of society, has formed its own habits, 
and without ostentation of singularity, can preserve them. 
What a scene for observation, if the inhabitants of a great city 
were as independent in habits as they are dissociated in affeo- 
ti<Hi ; and indeed it is somewhat strange that assimilation can 
be so extensive, while attachment is so restricted. But so it is, 
that each one seems anxious to be recognized as somebody, 
not in the designation of an individual, but in becoming an im- 
perceptible component part of a bulk, by means of a servile 
conformity to the modes of general society, or to the modes 
prevalent in a large daiss. They are like the golden orna- 
ments of the Israelites, which passed by a melting process 
fix>m a multitude of diminutives into one illustrious calf. 

The power of fashion, for instance, though it may be true 
that its' authority to impose on its votaries a precise and per- 
fect conformity in minutiae is lessening, would yet in London 
mould My thousand perscns in conformity to its most fontas- 
tic model in ten days, each of them being convinced of the 
truth of the maxim, ^ Out of the fashion, out of hfe." And as 
to the other less general distinctions, sodety is thrown, if I 
may use the expression, into a few great comfnon-plaees, — 
forms of life, not apparently so much intended to classify the 
men, as the men seem intended as materials to make up the 
forms, from each of which a few selections woul4 give you a 
tolerable idea of the whole. 

The illustrations will be obvious to you. What do you thihk, 
for instance, of the class whose habitual business is to walk 
about, to see and exhibit forms and draperies, and to kill time ? 
If similarity can secure reciprocal onnplacency, they will not 
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qoarrdL Thej might make use of one another for kwkiiii^ 
glasses. No counterfeiter of signatures, stamps, or quack pre- 
parations, was ever more careful of resemfa^anoe/' 

The miseries superinduced by extrayagance, that tyrant of 
fools, are most experienced by those who are most ambitious 
of di^lay. The amount of unhappiness is proportioned to the 
absurdities indulged, and, as these are usually numerous, the 
sum total of enjoyment allotted to brief life on earth is fear- 
ftilly decreased. They who worship the veriest goddess of 
semblance and of shade must expect to find no true pleasure 
in their devotion, and no enduring peace as their reward. The 
maddest of the mad are they who enthral themselves at a 
shrine where public virtue must be sacrificed to parade, and 
enjoyment to ostentation ; where discontent perpetually cor- 
rodes the heart, and remorse consummates the gloomy scene. 

This leads us to remark, fourthly, that extravagance not 
only strives most after what the soul least needs ; seldom ac- 
quires honorably the means it employs ; and is never con- 
tented with the splendid misery it may for a moment have at^* 
tained ; but ends in perpetual ruin where it had aspired after 
transient joys. 

It ]» the fearful pn^rty of the sin now under consideration, 
to lead its victim blind^ded to destructi<Hi. Absurdities are 
ridiculous or repugnant to us inversely as we are accustomed 
to them. If we had lived irom infancy with the most enor- 
mous monster, we should be no more startled at his appear- 
ance than by a Canary bird. Hence the importance of the 
early formation of our habits on the pure and exalted morality 
of the gospel. <^ Manners,** says Burke^ << are of m<»:e impor- 
tance than laws. Upon them, in a great measure, the laws de- 
pend. The law touches us but here and there, and now and 
then. Manners are what vex and soothe, corrupt or purify, 
exaU or debase, barbarize or refine us, by a constant, steady, 
uniform, insensible operation, like that of the air we breathe in. 
They give their whole form and color to our lives. According 
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to their quality, they aid morals, they supply them, or they to- 
tally destroy them." 

No young person is fit to enter upon the dangerous pursuits 
of life who has not decidedly formed the habits of industry, 
integrity, and moderation. Sloth makes all things difficult ; 
active and upright seal renders toil both easy and profitable. 
The man of sober enterprise works as well as wishes, and is 
honored ; while he who attempts to live upon indolent hope, 
dies fasting, and is forever disgraced. If it is true that at tibe 
home of the honest and industrious, poverty looks in but dares 
not enter, it is equally certain that the mansion of the spend- 
thrift, however gorgeous, is destined to be invaded by remorse 
and consigned to contempt 

** The man who builds, and wants wherewith to pay, 
Provides a home from which to run away." 

The person whose tastes are naturally extravagant will be 
least controlled by high moral principle, and in this laxity of 
mind consists the imminent perils of our earthly career. Tlie 
greatest miseiy of the prodigal is produced not so mneli 
by the uncertainty of his judgment, as by the inconstancy of 
his will and the recreancy of his heart Pitiable indeed are 
those dtizens who are ready to hold.anything rather than thdr 
tongues; keep anything except their wixd; and sacrifice no^ 
thing with composure except their reputation. ^ Before de- 
struction the heart of man is haughty, and before honor is bn- 
mility." Sinful man sooner or later must learn, that reliance 
upon his Creator constitutes the only true safely as we& as 
hap{Mness, and that the principle of arrogant independence is 
moral madness and certain destruction. To seek supreme joy 
in perishable wealth, hollow display, and tyrannic power, ia 
.folly the most insane. 

** Man, proud man, 
Dress'd in a little brief authority, 
Flays snch &ntastic tricks before high Heayen 
As make the angels weep." 
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Perscms fond of worldlj magnifioeiioe are iiiq»elled by the 
moBt degraded find murderous paasions. Thus Haman came 
home full of pride and revenge. He called a counsel of hia 
partners in splendid guilt. He recounts his wealth, magnifi- 
oencOy and popularity with the king and queen. ^ Yet," says 
he, ^ all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mbcdecai 
the Jew sitting at the king's gate. The most successful dar- 
lings of earth are never faHj cgntented $ their hi^est felicitj 
is miserable, and they are nearest destruction at the m<xnenir 
when they boast of being most secure. Of this character, to 
use the words of an ancient bishop, was ^ Goliath, whose 
heart was as high as his head ; his strength was answerable 
to his stature ; his weapons answerable to his strength ; his 
pride exceeded all : because he saw his head higher, his arms 
stronger^ his sword and spear bigger, his shield heavier than 
any Israelite's, he defies the whole host ; and, walking between 
the two armies, braves all Israel with a challenge: « Why are 
ye come out to set your battle in array? Am not I a Fhilis- 
tine, and you servants to Saul? Choose you a man for you, 
and let him come down to me. Give me a man, that we may 
jSght together.' Carnal hearts are carried away with pre* 
sumption of thdr own abilities, and, not finding matches to 
themselves in outward appearance, insult over the impotency 
cf inferiors, and as those that can see no invisible oppositioo, 
promise themselves certainty of success. Inscdence and self- 
copfidence argue the heart to be nothing but a lump of proud 
fiesh." 

Persons possessing in ample measure pecuniary weahh, and 
perverting it to the base uses of sinfiil display, are certainly 
not to be emulated by the good. This troth was well taught 
by Epictetus : ^ As when yon see an asp in a golden cask^ 
yon do not esteem that asp ht^py, because it is inclosed in ma» 
terials so costly and so magnificent, but despise and would shun 
it, (m account of its venom ; so, when you see vice, lodged in 
the midst of wealth and the swelling pride of fortune, be not 
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stnick with the splendor of the materials, with which it is sur- 
rounded, bat despise the gross alloy of its manners and senti- 
ments." 

The best men in every age have felt the need of superha*- 
man aid, and have fomid true repose only when leaning on the 
arm which supports the pillars of the universe. God, as their 
king, made their law his will ; ^ and in his will was their tran- 
quilUty." He was theur fear and their love. "The earth," 
says Judde, " is a paradise to whoever seeks only to please 
God ; but, on the contrary, it is an anticipated hell to the man 
who rejects his invitations." Of St John, the precursor of our 
Lord, his holy mother said that he rejoiced in gladness. 
" This," says Diego de Stella, « is the difference that exists 
between good end evil men's joys : these do joy m their vani- 
ties and the other do rejoice in a good conscience before God. 
This is the rejoicing of St John in joy." Albert the Great 
makes divine reflections on this head. " Nothing," he says, 
^ can be happier than to place all things in EQm, in whom there 
is no deficiency. Therefore, with all study, diligence, and la- 
bor, simplify your heart, that you may be converted from, phan" 
tasmsy immovable and tranquil, and that you may stand always 
within yourself in ihe Lord, as if your soul were in that now 
of eternity, that is, of divinity. If you continually and truly 
revolve these things within your mind, they will confer more 
upon you towards a happy life than all riches, delights, honoi^ 
nay, and besides, than all the wisdom and knowledge of this 
deceitful life, and corruptible world, even though in these things 
you were to excel all the men that ever existed." Augustine, 
speaking of men converted to God, says that they lose the 
things which they loved before. But where that love enters, 
the loss is remembered with additional joy and thankfulness ; 
for in order to approach their primal source, it was necessary 
that they should part with the weights with which other men 
do vainly load their feet, toiling in hopes of happiness, which 
even the wise ancients knew oould never be derived from such 
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\ ; as Qcero, when he says of Antony, " he was happy, if 
there can be any happiness in such a mincL" They had thought 
to fuid peace and gladness in the love of creatures ; and in 
them eren Cicero could exclaim, ^ Oh how many and how bit- 
ter are the roots of scnrow.'' And now from these they are 
defiyered by embracing poverty of spirit, which expects and 
finds Hgfat out of darkness, and, amidst privation, food on which 
they live, and never know satiety. That joy which might 
spring £rom natural sources, was exalted and secured to them 
by being sanctified ; for they learned to ofier the expansion of 
their hearts to God as well as their earthly friend, and they 
looked up to him in their mirth and playful hours, as well as 
in limes of serious meditation ; for even in the lowest things 
tfaey saw, as Dante says, 



-The printed steps' 



Of that eteraal worth, which is the end 
Whither the line is drawn. 

If the extravagant is thus overwhelmed in his own pit, and 
finds only misery where he anticipated delight, let us seek the 
mercy of God in Christ, and practise that humility and mod- 
eration which lead to unfading joy. Without the discipline of 
persevering grace, we can experience no hope and find no 
heaven. For as Barrow says, " Virtue is not a mushroom, 
that springeth up of itself in one night when we are asleep, or 
regard it not ; but a delicate plant, that groweth slowly and 
tenderly, needing much pains to cultivate it, rnuch^ care to 
guard it, much time to mature it, in our untoward soil, in this 
world's unkindly weather. Neither is vice a spirit that will 
be conjured down by a charm, or with a presto driven away ; 
it is not an adversary that can be knocked down at a blow, 
or dispatched with a stab." 

Jerome advised his friend to be ever well employed, that 
when the devil came to tempt him, he might find him work- 
ing in the vineyard of his Lord. We hate the highest mo- 
11 
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tires to dfligent derotion ; and, bj avoiding all sinfbl eaEtrava- 
ganoe, may aecure the brightest treasures (m high. 

* Seek Troth, that pore celestial tmth— whose birth 
Was in the heayen of heavens, dear, sacred, shrined, 
In reason's light Not oft she Yisits earth, 
Bat her majestic pcHrt, the willing mind, 
Throogfa &ith, may sometimes see. Give her thy soul, 
Kor faint, though error's soiges londl j 'gainst thee roll. 

Seek Yirtoe, wear her armor to the fight. 

Then, as the wrestler gathers strength from strife, 

Shalt thoa be nerv'd to a more vigoroos might, 

By each contending tarbnlent ill of life : 

Seek Virtae, she alone is all divine ; 

And having foond, be strong, in God's own strength and tiune." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

VANITY; 

OB, THE DECOBJLTED FOOL. 

Sats Solomon, Proyerbs 21:4, <<An bi^ look, and a 
proud heart, and the ploughing of the wicked, is sin." The 
language here employed, ^ ploughing of the wicked," is some- 
what obscure. We suppose that the wise preacher would 
have us understand that the inflated sensualist, whose vanity 
would drive God fit>m his own universe and substitute self in 
the place thereof, never acts upon righteous motives, nor 
moves towards just ends. Now the intention of the heart de- 
termines the moral quality of the external action, and if pride 
or vanity is the impulse, sin must be the result Hence the 
justice of bishop Taylor^s remark : ^ Holy intention is to the 
actions of a man, that which the soul is to the body, or fonn 
to its matter, or the root to the tree, or the sun to the world, or 
the fountain to the river, or the base to a pillar. Without 
these, the body is a dead trunk, the matter is sluggish, the 
tree is a block, the wcnrld is darkness, the river is quix^y dry, 
the pillar rushes into flatness and ruin, and the action is sin^ 
ful, or unprofitable and vain." It is for this reason that the 
sacred writer in another chapter declares, ^ Better it is to be 
of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil 
with the proud." 

We proceed to remaik that vanity is a weakness common 
to all our race ; a foible the most prcxninent in those who are 
]ea#useful ; a sin every way pernicious, and which should be 
devoatly subdued. 
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The univereality of vain self-esteem may be easfly perceiv- 
ed. Vanitj is a base ingredient, found in a greater ,or less 
degree in eveiy character, the worst and the best In the 
latter, its presence is ^ like a stain upon a vestal's robe, the 
worse for what it soils/' All persons have their £EHilts, and 
often reveal them most palpably while attempting vainly to 
hide them. The sagacious Franklin observed, ^Scarcely 
have I ever heard or read the introductory phrase, < may say 
without vanity,' but some striking and characteristic vanity 
has immediately followed." Pollok describes the universality 
of this evil as follows : 

*' In pnrple some, and some in rags, stood forth 
For reputation ; some displayed a limb 
Well-fashioned : some of lowlier mind, a cane 
Of cnriouB workmanship, and marvellous twist: 
In strength some sought it, and in beauty more. 
Long, long the fair one labored at the glass, 
And, being tired, called in auxiliar skill, 
To have her sails, before sh^ went abroad. 
Full spread, and nicely set, to catch the gale 
Of praise. And much she caught, and much deserved. 
When outward loveliness was index fair 
Of purity within : but oft, alas 1 
The bloom was on the skin alone ; and when 
She saw, sad sight 1 the roses on her cheek 
Wither, and heard the voice of fame retire 
And die away, she heaved most piteous sighs, 
And wept most lamentable tears ; and whiles, 
In wild delirium, made rash attempt, 
Unholy mimicry of Nature^s work 1 
To re-create, with frail and mortal things, 
Her withered face. Attempt how fond and vain ! 
JHer frame itself, soon mouldered down to dust ; 
And in the land of deep forgetfnlness. 
Her beauty and her name were laid beside 
Eternal silence, and the loathsome worm ; 
Into whose darkness flattery ventured not ; n 

Where none had ears to hear the voice of Fame. 
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Muiy the TMdf they took, tiM plaof they tried. 
And awful oft the wickedness they wrought. 
To be observed, some scnmbled up to thrones, 
And sat in yestures dripping wet with gore. 
The warrior dipped his sword in blood, and wrote 
His name on lands and dties desolate. 
The rich bought fields, and hoftses baiit, and raised 
The monnmentai piles up to the donds, 
And called them by their names. And, strange to tell I 
Rather than be unknown, and pass away 
Obscurely to the grave, some, small of soul. 
That else had perished nnobser^-ed, acquired 
Considerable renown by oaths profane, 
By jesting boldly with all sacred things, 
And uttering fearlessly whatever occurred;^ 
Wild, blasphemous, perditionable thoughts, 
That Satan in them moved ; by wiser men 
Suppressed, and quickly banished from the mind." 

Yaan persons are exceedin^y ambitioiis to make those 
graces which are calcnlated to impress others ^Etvorablj seen 
bj them. This evil is as prominent in the conduct of States, 
as in that of individuals. Wars are almost always carried on 
in defence of national yaoity, as duels are produced by wound- 
ed self-esteem. The ^ fears of the brave and follies of the 
wise" on every hand tell how wide and powerful is the sway 
of vanity. Men seldom brave death, except in the presence 
of witnesses ; ahnost every quarrel could be speedily ended, 
if the spectators would only disperse. Great public discussions 
on religious matters are always great curses, as they are con- 
ducted in our day, because the most stubborn and degraded 
passions in the combatants are, by publicity, strongly aroused. 
Seeming zeal and ordinary valor are often but a cowardly 
fear of opinion. King William's servant who showed such 
great mtrepidity during the passage from Holland to England 
in a tempest, explains it in his own words : ^ I feared lest they 
should see that I was afraid.** 

It is more than probable that there was no small measure 
11* 
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of vanity mixed with the hang^hty patriotiam of Sidney, and 
the indomitable spirit of Oato. All the race of Adam are 
aide with this disease. One chief reason why we so much 
hate the vanity of others is because it offends our own. Eve- 
ry person is disposed to put the best side out, and <^er the 
fiurest aspect possil^ to the world* The ruling pasaon of all 
TinmkiiMJ was exemplified in Caesar who, on sitting to have 
his portrait painted, put his finger upon a scar which he bore 
upon his face, to hide it from the common eye. 

It is a sad evidence and illustration of our £edlen and gro- 
velling state, that people are much more fascinated by the 
glitter of a peacock's tail, than by the self-sustaining majesty 
of the eagle's wing. All around the globe, appearances make 
nearly all the realities that men enjoy. Howitt, in his Rural 
Life in England, says, " I have heard of a gentleman of large 
fortune who, for some years after his residence in a particular 
neighborhood, did not set up his dose carriage, but afterwards 
feeling it more agreeable to do so, was astonished to find him- 
self called upon by a host of carriage-keeping people, who did 
not seem previously aware of his existence ; and rightly deem- 
ing the calls to be made upon his carriage, rather than him- 
self, sent round his empty carriage to deliver cards in return. 
It was a biting satire on a melancholy condition of society, the 
full force of which can only be perceived by such as have 
heard the continual exultations of those who have dined with 
such a great person on such a day, and the equally eager 
complaints of others, of the pride and exdusiveness they meet 
with ; who have listened to the long catalogue of slights, dead 
cuts, and offences, and witnessed the perpetual heart-burnings 
incident to such a state of things. These are the foUies that 
press the charm of existence out a£ the hearts of thousands, 
and make the country often a purgatory, where it might be a 
paradise." It is this mean spirit of vanity, emulating the 
aristocratic pride of those who feed in a wider stye, that curses 
so many persons, and justifies the awful truth of what was said 
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bj Oolerid^e, that ^ Care, Vke a foul liag^ site on ns all ; one 

class presses with iron foot upon the wounded heads beneath, 
and all struggle for a worthless supremaey, and all, to rise to 
it, move shackled by their expenses." 

Secondly, yanity is a foible the most prominent usually in 
those who are the least usefiiL Pride in dress, and lidies, 
and station, and talent, is not entirely a useless passion, as we 
shall have occasion hereafter more fully to show, but it is one 
both dangerous and undignified. Vanity, which is an io&rior 
species of pride, is especially indicative of a grovelling spirit ; 
it seeks distinction by eccentricity, would win popular regard 
chiefly by personal display, and reveals an ignoble spirit in 
its possessor, as mushrooms, and less valuable funguses are 
usually grown in a rank soil, where better fruits can hardly 
be produced. 

Vanity is sagacious ovify in the art of self-display. Like an 
inflated and bedecked balloon, it tends constantly to escape 
fix>m the sphere of ordinary usefulness, and can boast of no 
utility save the capacity for transient ostentation at the ex- 
pense of imminent periL In the most fiightful dilemma, its 
gaudiHess^is the last trait to disappear ; plunged in the sea of 
destruction, its Hght and buoyant nature floats on the sur^use 
for a moment, and then sinks forever. It is most pernicious 
ii^ts tendencies, because it is intimately associated with the 
worst passi<His. So copious and strong is the ingredient of 
envy in the composition of the vain, that no flattery is so effi- 
cacious on the frivolous as a malignaat detraction aimed at 
some rival, — ^to enchant the decorated fool, ridicule his supe* 
rior in folly. Sinners as we all are, it is easier to pardon an 
offence against the laws of morality, than a sHght directed to- 
wards ourselves. Neglecting substantial graces, and aiming 
only at ephemeral display, the vain person exhausts the vigor 
of life in useless endeavors, 

" And rooted stands in manhood's honr, 
The weeds of vice without the flower." 
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Yanitj often creates tiie most despicable fhaxa/fABny^ypo* 
orites inyerted — who strive to appear worse than they reallj 
are. It is an <Nnnivoroas passi<m that has no choice in its 
foody but must be oonstantlj fed with vulgar gratification. 
Not unfrequentlj it resorts to the exaggeration of its own 
ftults and vices simply to excite public attention. B jion was 
of this stamp, and he succeeded in passing himself cff for can- 
dor, as one deserving sympathetic regard, instead of appearing 
in his true aspect, the victim of lust and the object of deserved 
contempt He scorned moral restraint, and sacrificed himself 
in voluntary madness, as he has himself declared : 

** Though the rock of my last hope is shiver'd, 
And its fragments are sunk in the wave, 
Though I feel that«my soul is delivered 
To pain — it shall not he its slave." 

But time is rapidly revealing the ob&cure and vulgar vices 
which blended with and obscuted his splendid talents. What 
will eternity show ? 

The decorated fool is always exceedingly impadent under 
correction. Nothing is so agonizing to the thin dun of the 
children of vanity as the application of a rugged and whole- 
some truth. It is said that the ancient Sybarites persecuted 
the cocks for crowing, as they were thus disturbed in their ^ef- 
feminate repose ; and such is the spirit of the inflated and in- 
dolent of our own day ; they will sooner submit to be wounded 
in their interests, than in their vanity. The decorated fool is 
<<one whom the music of his own > vain tongue doth ravish, 
like enchanting harmony ;" and nothing exasperates him more, 
than the instruction which reveals to him his faults, because 
he is humiliated most p^nfully by the accusations secretly en- 
forced in his own conscience and under which he already 
stands condemned. 

The prevalency and power of variHy is attested by history 
as well as by common observation. When the war with Han- 
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mbal was at its height, a law was iBtrodooed at Boime by Gaius 
0{^fis, bj which it was enacted, that no woman should use 
for ornament more than half an oonce of gold, or wear a dress 
of different colors within the city or any town, or nearer the 
dty than one mik, and that no <me should ride in a carriage 
drawn by horses, exc^t in attendance on some religioas ode- 
bnUion. In the fire hundred and My-eeyenth year <^ Rome, 
a proposition was made to repeal this law, on the ground, that 
as the republic was in great prosperity, the original cause of 
the law existed no longer. A great debate arose on this pointy 
in which many of the nobles joined, some for the low-uid others 
against it ; the Capitol was crowded with aU classes, showing 
great ardor and zeal, but divided in their opinions. The wo- 
men, who being most interested in the result, were determined 
not to be controlled by the ordinary rules of decorum when 
their vital rights were so deeply involved, dispersed themselves 
through the streets of the city, thronged the avenues to the 
Fomm, and besought the men, that this odious restriction on 
female ornaments might be remov^ The throng o£ -waaneia 
was constantly on the increase, as their number was augment- 
ed to an impressive degree by perpetual arrivals from all the 
country around. £amest deputations waited on the consuls, 
praetors, and other magistrates, to implore them to support 
their cause. * 

To resist this fearM inundation of fine ladies the incorrupt- 
ible QaJko arose, and was inexorable to their prayers. All his 
e;:q)erience and convictions were in favor of the law. A man 
so wise and ten4>erate in his habits, so attached to the frugal 
manners of the cAd Bomans, and so hostile to luxuiy as the 
sooroe of individual and national ruin, could regard with no 
£iTor a measure, in his view, so directly opposed to all sound 
po&r^. The inroad made by this seditious movement of the 
women, on the ancient rigid domestic government of the Bo- 
mans, excited his highest ind^nation. He opposed the repeal 
in a speeeh etom and severe, earnest and vehement, dealing 



Digitized 



by Google 



IM FBOmBS POB TBS PKOPtE. 

leet in argument than in sarcasm, insinnalkn and stixmg ex* 
pressknis of contempt He began as f<^ows : ^If each of ns, 
Romans, had sopported the proper rank and aiithorit7 of a 
husband in his own fiunilj, insisting, as he ought, on the obe- 
dience and respect of his wife, we should now have less troable 
with the whole sex. But because the law is given us at home, 
and we are there the slaves of female insolence^ our indepen- 
dence even in the Forum is contemned and trampled <m ; and 
because we have been individuallj vanqui^ed, we actnall j 
stand aghast now we see our wives assembled in a body. I 
had hitherto supposed, that it was a mere tale, that, in a cerw 
tain island, the whole race of males was cut off, root and brandy 
by a conspiracy of the women. Nothing can be moredanger- 
ous to either men or women, than to permit these secret as- 
semblies, this caballing and intriguing. I am not confident, 
whether tiiese machinations themselves, or the precedent they 
establish, should be ecmsidered more mischievous in their ten- 
dency. This female mutiny, whether it is a spontaneous act 
of the sex, or brougllt about by your instigation, tribunes, cer- 
tainly im{^es fiuilt in the magistracy, and I know not, whether 
it is more disgraceful to the tribunes or to the consuls. Hie 
shame belongs to you, tribunes, if these women are brought 
here to aid your seditious purposes ; to us, if we suffer laws to 
be imposed on us 8y a seeesnan of the waaiea, as was formerly 
done by a secession ci the common people. It was not with- 
out a de^ sense of shame, that I just now entered Ihe Forum 
throu^ a press of females.** 

The indignant orator proceeds to sc^gest, that something 
worse is aimed at than the mere repeal 6[ the Of^ian law{ 
reminds the assembly under what salutary restraints females 
were placed by the ancient institutions of the country; and 
gives the men to understand, that if <mce the women acquire 
an equality of rights, the superiority of the sex will fellow as 
a necessary consequence. The introduction of luxury and 
avarice was the thing which Cato dreaded; and to goaid 
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agaiiuit 80 great aa evi], he etmag^j uvged the oontiiHiance of 
the law, HesajB, ^^Yoahttf'eofteiiLheaxdiiieyBoiDaaSyOom- 
ldaudiig of the profuse expendkores of the women, and also of 
the m^Q, and not only of men in private Ufe, hot even of mag- 
iatntes. I have told jon, tHat the oommonweakh was sufifer- 
ing fipooa two opposite yioes, avarioe and luziuy, plagues 
whidi have subverted the greatest empires. As the affiars of 
tfae rq^Wc are dail j more floarlshingy as we are enlarging 
CNir t^ntories, as we have ah'eady passed over into Greece 
and Asia, which are opulent regicms, founding with the 
strongest temptations to indulgence, and as we are this mo- 
ment handling the wealth of kings, I tremble, lest these tre»- 
sues shoidd gain a more entire mastery over us, than we over 
tfaem. Bdiieve me, Romans, the stataes which have been 
hron^ into the city firom Syracuse, threaten our ruin. I 
hear quite too many expressing their praises and admiratioit 
of the ornaments, of Corinth and Athens, and sneerix^ at the 
earthen images of the gods placed before the temples of Rome. 
F(»r my part I prefer these gods so propiiiiMis to our interests, 
and who, I hope, will condnue to be our patrons, as loi^ as 
we suffer th^n to retam their stations.'* 

But the upr^ht old consul was defeated. The repeal of the 
law was carried, and the speedi of the tribune Lucius Vale- 
rias, in support of the measure, is hardly inferior to' that of 
GatOb To show that we are not unjust towards the fair sex, 
we will quote a paragraph from the speech of their ancient 
defender. As his antagonist had spoken contemptuously of 
the pc^Milar movement on the part of the women, stylu^^ it a 
mutiny and a secession of their body, it was important, at the 
outset^ to remove any un&vorable impressions made by con- 
snlar ridicule. The chivabic tribune begins with a eom^- 
ment to Gato, and goes on to ask, — ^^ But what novehy is there 
in the conduct of the matrons, because in a question which so 
nearly concerns them, they have appeared in public? Have 
they never come out in a body before? I will refer you, Gato^ 
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to your own < AntiqaitieB.' Learn there, how offten ihej have 
taken the same course, and always for the public good. And 
first, in the reign of Bomnlns, when the Capitol was taken bjr 
the Sabines, and a battle raged in the Forum, was not ^be ecm" 
test hushed by the rushing in of the women between the two 
armies ? And further, afiier the expulsion d the kings, and 
the legions of the Yolsci had, encamped near the dty , did not 
the matrons avert the storm which threatene^d the existence of 
Borne? And when the city was captured by Gauls, by 
whom was the ransom paid ? Did not the matrons unani- 
mously contribute their gold for the public benefit? The 
cases may be dissimilar, as you say ; but thej show ihsA the 
women have now done nothing new. In exigencies, where 
the interests of both men and women w^re at stake, nobodj 
wondered at their conduct Why, then, should we be sur- 
prised at what they have done in a matter which so peculiarly 
concerns themselves ?" 

Vanity is a vice limited neither to country, age nor sex* 
Everywhere may be seen decorated fools who have ^ doeked 
and jewelled their deformities," reminding us of the belief that 
once prevailed that in India there were valleys where birds 
built their nests with emeralds to attract the moths. If you 
will glance in upon those assemblies 

" Where broadcloth breathes, to talk where cushions strive, 
And all but sir and madam are alive ;" 

you will see those to whom the descriptive words of Qirist 
may be applied, though in a sense diametricaUy- opposed to 
their original intent " They toil not, neither do they spin, 
yet Solomon in ail his glory is not arrayed like one of them/* 
The original application of these words was to the most lovely 
and modest thing in nature, a field-flower ; using them as just 
now applied is but to repeat the melancholy truth of the poet, 
« lilies that fester are &r worse than weeds." To the fickle 
and &nta8tic children of vatdty, <<]ife is a whirligig a twirli- 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE PBCORiLTED FOOL. ISS 

^g, and so they go nrand." There m nothing mihstontial in 
their character, because they feed on no mental food that is 
either pure or invigorating, but forever pant after ^ sweeter 
sweetmeats in some sweeter form." In all the walks of ^b- 
ionaUe ostentation they are indeed firagrant, ^ like an exhalar 
tion of rich distilled .perfumes ;" but their best odor is stc^en 
from the muskrat, the essenoe-pedlar, and the bear. 

" Tho earth hath babbles, as the water has. 
And these arc of them." 

The histoiy of dress, from the first gory lion-hide worn by 
a warrior of the infant world, down through the variegated 
Ains of the Picts, the flowing toga of the ancients, the fSgmtaa- 
tic garb of old Gaul, the turban of the Turks, the picturesque 
attire of our western Indians, the gorgeous vestments of the 
early Jews, the kilt and the plaid of Caledonia, the sandal or 
symar, doak, shawl, head-dress and other changeful accoutre- 
ments imposed by the fickle goddess running through all ages 
down to the ridiculous distortions of modem belles and beaux, 
would furnish fit illustrations to the history of every decorated 
fooL A puritanic student once denominated certain fine la- 
dies ^ ambnialing blocks for millinery.** 

The most sagacious among uninspired commentators on the 
mmts and manners of our race has said, that the gaudy adorn- 
ment of a frivolous person is ^ like a rich jewel in an Ethiop's 
ear f and Solomon, in a comparison not less apt though less 
poetical, assorts that ^ a fair woman who departs from discre- 
tion is as a jewel of gold in a swine's snout" He who emp- 
ties his pocket and jeopardizes his soul to adorn his back and 
perfume his hair, certainly ** departs from discretion," and 
karns to his sorrow that ^ the fashion doth wear out more ap- 
parel than the man." All the charms of beauty, and all the 
valoable nses of wealth are lost upon the extravagant and in- 
diwreet When will mankind learn that 
12 
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"' It is the mind that makes the body rich ; 
And as the sun breaks tkroogh the darkest doads) 
So honor peercth in the meanest habit 
What! is the jay more precious than the kirk, 
Bccaase his feathers are more bcantifal ? 
And is the adder better than the eel, 
Because his painted skin contents the eye 1" 

Hurdly, vanity is a sin every way pemicions, and should 
be prayerfully subdued. We are told of certain tribes of par 
gans who take for the deity of the day the first thing they 
meet in the morning. Many of our fine people are followers 
of the same creed ; though aided by the looking-glass, they 
perhaps secure a greater constancy as to the object of their 
devotion. But the more constant and faithfid such worship 
is, the move fearful is the danger that impends over the devo- 
tee. 

** How happy they, 
Who, when gay Pleasure courts, and Fortune smiles, 
Fear the reverse ; with caution tread those paths 
Where roses grow, but wily vipers creep !" 

Beauty, talent, and genius, are exc^ent qualities of them- 
selves, and much to be desired ; but when we love them, not 
because of their intrinsic worth and edibilities for good, but 
because they are ours — ^when we could not take any interest 
in them, in case they were wrested from our possession, then 
our love of them is nothing but vanity and selfishness, utterly 
devoid of aU merit and undeserving of all praise. It is right 
to love all the gif^s that God has created, but it is wrong to 
pervert their uses to unholy ends ; it is right to love all the 
virtuous and noble qualities that can bek>ng to us, but it is 
wrong to believe them good simply because they are our own ; 
it is bad enough to render goodness the occasion of envy, in- 
stead of making it a motive to industrious acquisition, but the 
worst of all perversions is to make the good things we possess 
the material of ostentation and the food of pride. 
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Yaoitj is, in some respects, worse thaa pride. Where onlj 
the latter rules, some of its subjects are known to excel in 
many virtues ; but in hearts where vanity is supreme, not <me 
quality can be found either great or good. The proud may 
be stimulated at least to imitate those whose native grandeur 
comports with exalted pursuits ; but the vain soon become so 
&r self-blinded that they have neither the disposition nor 
ability to admire. They bend righteousness to the dictates of 
prejudice, ia aU those cases wherein prejudice should impli- 
citly bow to the requisitions of the divine law. And h^ioe^ 
nntil self-esteem is conquered by sanctified aflfection and ele* 
vated above grovelling desires, the tastes of the soul are all 
degraded, and its destiny too awM to be described. Sudk 
dupes of vanity and candidates for despair 

" Sport for a day, vid perish in a night, 
The foam upon the waters not so light^ 

We need now and hereafter shall need still more that peace 
and joy which survive to sustain its possessor, " when tyranf 8 
crests and tombs of brass are spent'' This can be found only 
as we forsake vanity eiid cleave to God. **> This will of our 
own," says Bernard, '^is a great evil whence it comes to pass 
tiiat your good is no good to you ; for of this blood-thirsty 
parent, there are two insatiable daughters ever crjing bring, 
bring ; for the mind is never satiated with vanity, nor the 
body with lust ; self-will, subverting the hearts of men, and 
blinding the eyes of reason, is a restless evil, which always 
pressing upon the spirit, meditates things that are beyond 
thought and unattainable." 

Solomon describes a virtuous and prudent woman on this 
wise : ^ The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so 
that he shall have no need of spoiL She will do him good, 
and not evil, all the days of her life. She seeketh wool and 
flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. She is like the 
merchant's ships, she bringeth her food ftooL afar. She riseth 
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alao vhile it is jet nighty and giveth meat to her household, 
«nd a portion to her maidens. She considereth a field and 
bujeth it ; with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vine- 
yard. She girdeth her loins with strength, and str«igtheneth 
her arms. She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands 
hold the distaff. Her husband is known in the gates, when 
he sitteth among the elders of the land* She maketh fine 
linen, and selleth it ; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant 
Strength and honor ore her clothing, and ahe shall rej<^ce in 
time to oome.** 

But instead €£ such maids and matrons we 8<»netimes meet 
with those who fiit idly &om house to house ; to pay ftitile 
Tisits, where, if the ccmversation were written down, it would 
be as unmeaning as the chattering d a swallow ; persons who 
bestow all their thoughts and precious time in hollow ceremo- 
nies and glittering display, with 86 little good sense in their 
head, and so little true perception of the sublime and beauti- 
fiil in their soul, that could an ape or parrot describe its own 
gambols and chattering, it would be a text-book of wisdom 
compared with the history of decorated fools in human shape. 
Miserable indeed are those who strain every faculty to appear 
august and important for a moment, and then, at fhe first flash 
of eternity, are destined to be transmuted into shame and 
everlasting contempt. 

Vanity is a vice so subtle and infiuenticd in our fallen race, 
that any person aidowed with uncommon gii^ is in great dan- 
ger of being destroyed by them. It is very rare to find a 
pretty face and a good disposition in the same person, since 
vain self-esteem, occasioned by uncommon physical charmSy 
tends to pervert the whole character and degrade it to abso- 
lute contempt. Such persons glide haughtily along the stage 
of life, always wretched if not openly admired, << sparkling in 
beauty and destruction too." But the modest daughters of 
virtue, industry and grace present frequent exceptions to this 
rule, infinitely more grateful to the eye and heart of eveiy sa- 
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gacious judge. He contemplates with delight those who move 
in the calm possession of domestic joys, 

" Veil'd in a simple robe, their best attire. 
Beyond the pomp of dross ; for loreliness 
Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 
Bat is, when nnadom'd, adorned the most" 

This vice, like all others, soon involves its dupe in retribi^> 
tions of the most fearful kind and extent If one ceases to be 
active and virtuous, the nervous system is immediately de- 
ranged, and fantastic but dreadful maladies succeed. Some 
imagine themselves dead, and others declare their bodies to 
be the abode of fiends. One imagines that he hears frogs 
croaking in his stomach ; another thinks his body a lump of 
butter, and is afraid to walk in the sun, lest he should be 
melted. Doctor Moore of London has recently published an 
account of a lady, who had passed an idle life, and who at last 
imagined herself a pound of candles, and dreaded the approach 
of night, fearing the chamber-maids should take a part of her 
for use. 

We are discussing a solemn subject, but the whimsicalities 
of decorated fools are so ludicrous that oflen in their presence 
" to be grave exceeds all power of face." But who can smile 
when he thinks of the future destiny of those in whose vacant 
bosoms' wilderness not one immortal hope is blooming, in the 
leafless desert of whose soul the fires of remorse must forever 
. bum. Travellers to the judgment-seat appear best, like Chris- 
tianity herself, neither in diamonds nor tatters, but when mod- 
estly robed in the divine garments of heavenly grace. Guido, 
in one of his pictures, represents a pious and beautiful virgin, 
sitting alone at her needle, attended by two angels. By this 
he designed to teach, that innocence and diligence are insepara- 
ble companions, and only those who are active in the discharge 
of their duties here below are blessed from on high. 

In those chambers where pride has treated industry with 
12* 
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eootompt, and vanitj has laughed modest yirtue to soom, it 
will not be strange if the same destructive passions preTail to the 
last, as with the marchioness Pompadour, upon whose counte- 
nance the traces of her awful death were concealed by rouge. 
To the blinded sinner whom vanitj has thus adorned for an 
eternal sacrifice, we may say in the words of Baxter, ^ Can 
you forget that death is ready to undress you, and tell you 
that your sport and miith is done, and that now you have had 
all that the world can do for them that serve it, and take it for 
their pordon ! How quickly can a fever, or the dioice of a 
hundred messengers of death, bereave you of all that earth 
afforded you, and turn your sweetest pleasure into gidl, and 
turn a lord into a lump <^ day ? Prinoas and nobles live not 
always. You are not the rulers of the immovable kingdom ; 
but of a boat that is in a hasty stream, or a ship under sai^ 
that shall speed both pilots and passengers to the shore. The 
inexorable leveller is ready at your backs to convince you by 
irresistible argument, that dust you are and to dust you must 
return. Heaven shall be as desirable and hell as terrible to 
you as to others ; no man will fear you afler death, mudi less 
will Christ be afraid to judge you." 
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CHAPTER X. 

OK, THE SCOBNEB SCORNED. 

In tii6 preceding chapter, we discussed a feminine fcSbltj 
yaiuly ; at present we propose to consider one more masca- 
^ne, bat not less p«micioas, pride. << Proud and haughty 
sconier is his name, who dealeth in proud wrath/' Proverhs 
21: 24 

Pride, like ranitj, in a measure pervades all hearts ; gov* 
ems most ^tally the undevout ; and, having, won a scomftil 
mastery over the soul, miserably destroys. 

In the first place, let it be remarked, that pride, lik« vanity, 
in diversified degrees is fi>und in all hearts. This is a vice 
which may be divided into as many classes, as there are ob- 
jects for its gratification. There is a pride of learning, which 
easily passes over into pedantic vanity. There is a pride of 
virtue, which is the fruit of self-righteousness, and the most 
remote from true moral worth. There is a pride of piety, 
that humbly acknowledges human depravity, and even e^cag- 
gerates the hue of demerit, while at the same time it thinks 
well of itself^ as having left behind the mass of vulgar sinners. 
There is a pride of generosity, which opposes " the pew sys- 
tem " as illiberal, while base stinginess is the real motive, and 
all its bluster about << exdusiveness " is got up just to ^ save 
the dimes." Besides, there is a pride of genius, originality, 
money, property ; a pride of rank, from the first steward of a 
third-rate steamer up to the nation's president. The most re- 
fined philosopher, like the fantastic harlequin, may be tainted 
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with this vice. He is proud of being thought incapable of 
pride, and labors incessantly to exalt his own profession, or to 
lower the. dignity of other men's pursuits. Plato adopted a 
most magnificent mode of displaying his contempt for magni- 
ficence ; and Diogenes, still more inflated, discarded common- 
sense and clean linen, that he might attract more spectators 
round his tub. Pride is a paradoxical Proteus, eternally di- 
versified, yet ever the same, whether developed in the peasant 
or prince. He who intentionally exposes uncouth costume at 
church, is probably a much prouder man than his neighbor 
who appears decorously attired. The feminine fanatic who 
greases down her hair in two exact hemispheres on her empty 
skull, prepares for public worship withathe latent conviction 
that others will think her godly to a wonderful degree, and in 
her false humility commits vastly more sin than she who taste- 
fully arranges nature's curls. ^ The worst of madmen is a 
saint run mad." "Thus," said the cynic, "I trample on the 
pride of Plato." " But," rejoined Plato, " with greater pride^ 
O Diogenesr 

The extent and influence of this sin is well portrayed in 
the "Course of Time." 

" Pride, self-adoring pride, was primal cause 
Of all sin past, all pain, all wo to corae. 
Unconquerable pride I first, eldest sin — 
Great fountain-head of evil — ^highest source. 
Whence flowed rebellion Against the Omnipotent^ 
Whence hate of man to man, and all else ill. 
Pride at the bottom of the human heart 
Lay, and gave root and nourishment to all 
That grew above. Great ancestor of vice ! 
Hate, unbelief, and blasphemy of God ; 
Envy and sbinder; malice and revenge; 
And murder, and deceit, and every birth 
Of danjncd sort, was progeny of pride. 
It was the ever-moving, acting force, 
The constant aim, and the most thirsty wish 
Of every sinner unrenewed, to be 
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A god : — ^in purple or in rags, to have 

Himself adored : whatever shape or form 

His actions took, whatever phrase he threw 

About his tiiooghts, or mantle o*er his life, 

To be the highest, was the inward canse 

Of all — the parpose of the heart to be 

Set np, admired, obeyed. But who would bow 

The knee to one who served and was dependent? 

Hence man's perpetual straggle, night and daj, 

To prove he was his own proprietor, 

And independent of his God, that what 

He had might be esteemed his own, and praised 

As such. He labored still, and tried to stand 

Alone, nnproppcd — ^1o be obliged to none; 

And in the maAiess of his pride, he bade 

His Grod farewell, and turned away to be 

A god himself; resolving to rely, 

Whatever came, upon his own right hand.'' 

Pride differs somewhat from vanity ; the former glories in 
what it possesses, and in everything which, has the character 
of force. It seeks net mainly for moral* excellence, but is 
most devout at the shrine of power. Vanity, on the contrary, 
would find a solace in the consideration of other men in the 
absence of merits it can never discover in itself; it pants for 
admiration, and would, if possible, create astonishment, but is 
too indolent to attract spectators by dignified actions, and too 
degraded to captivate them by any original and enduring 
diarms. Pride gives itself a sort of dignity by emulating the 
deeds of the great ; vanity does no more than borrow a sem- 
bladbe which has not even the substance of a counterfeit. 
Pride resembles fruit modeUed in wax ; vanity is like a stupid 
insect, attached to a beautifiil plant where it becomes tinged 
with the hues which it at the same time destroys. Pride is 
ambitious to 6e, vanity is contented only to appeat. Pride 
may stimulate genius, though to pernicious ends ; but vanity 
soon lulls both reason and consdence into portentous re- 
pose. 
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" One at a flash begtas and ends in smoke, 
Another, out of smoke, brings glorious light.^* 

Pride may sometimes be a useful spring-board to the as- 
piring soul, but it is much more frequently a destructive stum- 
bling-*block. Self is a severe master, the most exacting and 
the most difficult to satisfy ; and he who is most devoted to 
selfishness is sure to be most chagrined in this li& and most 
miserable in the next 

The vagaries and whimsicalities of the meanly proud are 
not worthy of dignified notice, but good men of every age have 
been afflicted with their eccentric demeanor and foolish fesh- 
ions. President Chauncy, of Harvard College, profoundly 
versed in the Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, theology and physic, 
slept very little, fasted and prayed enormously, " travelled be- 
yond the boundaries of fourscore," still preaching and lectur- 
ing ; and, in his sermons, always spoke of the wearing of long 
hair " with the utmost detestation," representing it as a hea- 
thenish practice, and one of the crying sins of the land. John 
Eliot, the apostle of the Indians, had a similar antipathy. He 
despised and abhorred the use of wigs and tobacco — ^he prayed 
against wigs ; preached against them ; and ascribed to them 
most of the evils that afflicted the people. He could not con- 
ceive a more heinous sin, than for men " to wear their hair 
with a luxurious, delicate, feminine prolixity, or to disfigure 
themselves with hair which was none of their own.** Great 
and good men, at home and abroad, have had dieir prejudices, 
pro and con, on this subject! According to TertuUian, shav- 
ing our beards is ^^ a He against our faces,'* and an impious at- 
tempt to improve the works of our Creator. Wigs, alas! have 
triumphed, and so has shaving ; and if Chauncy and Eliot 
lived in our day, they would discover popular enormities cal- 
culated to excite scandal and vexation to the righteous still 
worse than these. I am not aware that history records any 
religious crusade against the mustaches, that elegant and del- 



Digitized 



by Google 



THJB 8COBNBS 80OKNKD. 143 

icate ackNnment of the semblanoe of a man, which has recently 
been defined as being ^ the upper lip put into mourning for 
the loss 61 brains." 

It is said that ^ fine feathers make fine birds." This may be 
true in (Miiithology ; in theological matters, however, the say- 
ing is quite heterodox. But in dealing with popular folHes, 
ridicule is much more potent than reason ; and to fret at the 
Tain-glorious is only to increase their presumption and aug* 
ment their pride. Says Laman Blanchard, << It is an absurd 
taste, or rather an irrational prejudice, that objects to fine 
feathers, except as aids to deception, and as substitutes for 
what they should adorn. It is good to laugh at that worst of 
Tulgarities, which is always dreading to be thought vulgar ; 
and fears to array itself in a graceful and becoming garb, lest 
its solid qualities should be mistaken for mere glitter. He is 
a shallow philosopher who is frightened at the thought of be* 
ing taken for a coxcomb, and dresses meanly to denote the 
greatness of his mind. The foppery of the beau is to be pre- 
ferred to the foppery of the sloven. All grand disdain of trifles 
is a symptom of littleness, and an afiected contempt for fiur 
ornament is the most pitiful of affectations. 

The H goodly outside" is excellent, when not falsely as- 
sumed ; but the worst natural face that nature's journeymen 
ever left unfinished is better than the bravest mask that ever 
hid it. The sword-sheath of exquisite workmanship— the gilt 
veUum and the rich leather in which the pages of poetry and 
philosophy are preserved — may be vanities, but they are never 
despised except by a vanity infinitely more preposterous. But 
because they are fair to see, and to be prized in themselves, 
shall we admit with our forefathers — as by implication we must 
if we take our text for the rule — ^that fine scabbards make 
finely-tempered blades, and that splendid binding makes a 
precious book ! 

Look at the crowds of gaudy over-dressed people in the 
world, who seem to have taken such poms to display, not to 
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hide, the hypoorisj which is their rnle of aetk>ii — ^who want to 
pass for fine people, and begin by showing that they do, whidi 
at once defeats the whole project There are the fine feathers 
truly, bat what are the birds ! Look at the whole family of 
the Peacocks with tails spread ! Do their splendid dyes con- 
vince anybody that they have melodious voices, or, when all 
that gorgeous plumage is plucked ofi^ would a famished paup^ 
dine upon the tenderest of the train while stewed boot-tops 
were to be had ?" 

Pride is sometimes the inspiration of useM deeds. One 
may be habitually actuated by high self-respect, and not be 
criminally self-complaisant ; since a just ccmsciousness of self 
is nobleness of spirit, that firm panoply of him who is neither 
frigid nor fractious, but social and sincere. A man without 
acute self-respect must be near akin to a brute. If pride 
makes some persons ridiculous, it probably prevents many 
more from becoming so. It often imparts unwonted strength 
to those who would otherwise perpetually recline under the 
ignominious languor of sated wishes and effeminate desires. 
Sublimer results are sometimes produced by the worst passions 
of mankind than by the best I^dias, ^ with pride on his brow 
and gbry in his eye," created the wonderful statue of Minerva 
in devotion to his country; but, to wreak revenge on that 
country by his wounded vanity and enven<Hned hate, he 
eclipsed his former work in the £Eir more wonderfbl statue of 
Jupiter Olympitts. Thus, in a truly great man, did passion 
become more potent than prindple ; and the mighty master 
became less renowned for the monument of his patriotism than 
for that of hiarevenge. But how insignificant is the talent thus 
elicited, compared with the cahn and holy suni^iine which 
cheers and illuminates him who builds his confidence on reli* 
gious principles, and works for exalted ends. The splendors of 
unsancdfied pride resemble the transient and evanescent light- 
nings of the storm, which derive their chief lustre from the 
l^oom ill which they soddei^y expire. Of all the marveki in 
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the universey perhaps there is nothing so astonishing to the an- 
gels as human ^de. And jet how ooounon and diversified 
is this sin« Sajs PaUok, 

*' It opened the niggard^s pane ; clothed nakedness ; 
Gave be^ars food } and threw the Pharisee 
Upon his knees, and kept him long in act 
Of prayer ; it spread the lace upon the fop. 
His laogvage trimmed, and planned his carioDS gait ; 
It stuck the feather on the gay coquette. 
And on her finger laid the heavy load 
Of jewelry ; it did — ^what did it not ? 
The gospel preached, the gospel paid, and sent 
The gospel -, conquered nations ; cities built; 
Measured the furrow of the field with nice 
Directed share; shaped bulls, and cows, and rams ; 
And threw the ponderona stone; and pitiful. 
Indeed, and much against the grain, it dragged 
The stagnant, dull, predestinated fool. 
Thro* learning's halls, and made him labor much 
Abortively; tbo* somedmes not nnpndsed 
He left the si^'s chair, and home returned, 
Making his simple mother think that she 
Had bom a man. In schools, designed to root 
Sin up, and plant the seeds of holiness 
In youthful minds, it held a signal place. 
The little infant iiSan, by nature proud, -- 
Was taught the Scriptures by the love of praise, 
And grew religions as he grew in fiime. 
And thus the principle, which out of heaven 
The devil threw, and threw him down to hell. 
And keeps him there, was made an instrument, 
To moralize and sanctify mankind; 
And in their hearts beget humility :_ 
With what success it needs not now to say." 

We observe, seccmdly, that pride prevails most fiUally ovcf 

the nndevout We may take it as a general role that &ej 

who are least acquainted with others, and with their own real 

cbaractery will poeseflB the nio»t exalted aoticoB with respectto 

13 
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themselves. The Chinese treat European ingenuity with con- 
tempt, and still remain stupidly ignorant of the simplest laws 
of mechanics. The Persians think that all foreign merchants 
oome to them fix)m a small island in the northern seas, barren 
and desolate so as to be dependent on them for eyerything 
beauti&l or good. A petty chief of an insignificant Indian 
tribe, is said every morning to have walked out of his wigwam, 
bid the sun good-morning, and pointed out with his finger the 
course he was to take for the day. The Khan of Tartary, who 
did not possess a single roof of his own under the canopy of 
heaven, no sooner finished his repast of mare's milk and horse- 
flesh, than he caused a herald to proclaim, that all the princes 
and monarchs of earth had his permission to go to dinner. 
The most troublesome boarder is always one who has been 
half-starved at home ; and he who is most proud and contemp- 
tuous towards the poor, is he who has just been raised above 
abject penury himself. Such is the depraved state and scom- 
Ail disposition of the ^ lord of creation," arrogant towards his 
fellow man and neglectful of his God. 

** Ask for what end the heavenly bodies shine, 
Earth for ivhosc ase ? Pride answers, Tis for mine. 
For me kind natare wakes her genial power ; 
Suckles each herb, and spreads out every flower ; 
Annual for me, the grape, the rose, renew 
The juice nectareous, and the balmy dew ; 
For me, the mine a thousand treasures brings ; 
For me health gushes from a thousand springs ; 
Seas roll to waft me, suns to light me rise ; 
My foot-stool earth, my canopy the skies .** 

But, jealous of his own glory, God sets himself in battle- 
array against the proud usurper of the divine prerogative. 
** Surely he scometh the scomers ; but he giveth grace unto 
the lowly." Observe how this was verified in the case of the 
Babel-builders — ^Pharaoh — Sennacherib — and the proud op- 
posers of the gospel The centurion — the Gtanaamte—llie pen- 
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itent — ^the publican — and those like them are the &Yorites of 
Grod. As Leighton beautifullj remarks, <<His sweet dews 
and showers of grace slide off the mountains of pride, and &31 
on the low Tallies of humble hearts, and make them pleasant 
and fertile.'' 

Pride prompts men first to misinterpret the disgraces thej 
encounter, and then to overrate them. This is the chief source 
of party-spirit " Only by prjde cometh contention." Dis- 
cussion stimulates self-esteem, and men becom^ stubbornly at- 
tached to the opinions they have passionately defended. Po- 
lemics are generally bigots, not less enslaved to their own no- 
tions than they are contemptuous towards others. They 
strongly hate those whom they cannot convert to their own 
fanatical belief. Hence their perpetual criminations. Some 
point of factitious honor must be m^untained ; some supposed 
affront must be repelled ; some rival must be silenced or de- 
famed. " Pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the fro- 
ward mouth, do I hate, saith the Lord." 

Nothing is so contemptible as habitual contempt It is im- 
possible to remain long under its control without being dwarfed 
by its influence. Says Wordsworth, 

" If thou be one whose heart the holy forms 
Of jonng imagination have kept pure, 
Stranger ! henceforth be warned ; and know that pride, 
Howe'er disguised-in its own majesty, 
Is littleness ; that he who feels contempt 
For any linng thing, hath faculties 
Which he has never used ; and thought with him 
Is in its infancy. The man whose eye 
Is ever on himself doth look on one, 
The least of Nature's works, one who might move 
The wise man to that scorn which wisdom holds 
Unlawful, ever. O be wiser, thou ! 
Instructed that true knowledge leads to love, 
True dignity abides with him alone 
Who in the silent hour of inward, thought, 
Can still suspect, and still revere himself 
In lowliness of heart** 
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Nothing 18 more crippling than pride in its influence on 
the nobler virtues of the soul. " Before honor is humility." 
The stem and heroic qualities of man demand for their sup- 
port that profound lowliness which to worldly minds appears 
opposed to the grandest development The self-complaisant 
eye that often turns to tlie multitude in search of conmiendationy 
is never long and steadfastly fixed on elevated pursuits. Origi- 
nal and useful minds are always in advance of the unreflect- 
ing mass of men, though not above their sympathy and com- 
prehension ; if they stop to court the applause of grovelling 
cotemporaries, they can never successfully challenge a place 
among the great pioneers of improvement and benefactors of 
mankind. Arrogance carries in itself a most enervating spell^ 
which all who would hope to live a virtuous and beneficent life 
must studiously avoid. 

"^ Of all the causes which conspire to blind 
Man's erring judgment, and misguide the mind, 
What the weak head with strongest bias roles, 
la pride ; the never-failing vice of fools." 

Human character of the first order is analogous to a Gre- 
cian temple, perhaps the most exquisite production of art^ 
every way charming in its severe simplicity. What masses 
of plain surface — ^what neglect of beauties of detail — what 
economical limitation to the useful and necessary ! It is the 
embodiment of elegance, grace and grandeur, presenting a 
whole that is beautiful, because the beauty is in the whole ; 
there is little merit in any of the parts, except that of mutual 
adaptation and elaborate completeness. All pure architecture, 
material and immortal, is characterized by the same traits ; 
all the ornaments are subordinate to the substantial portions, 
arranged in perfect conformity to the general design, as if 
they grew out of it. In such a happy combination, there is 
unity in diversity Tand this always imparts the greater de- 
light, as^^the decorative graoefolly relieves, bat does not ob- 
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score die fundamentaL But proud and belligerent chancten 
neyer poesess this kind <^ graceful s jmmetiy. Their influ- 
ence is disastrous everywhere, but most disastrous in the 
church. Sajs old bishop Hally ^ The temple is framed in 
Lebanon and set upon Zion : neither hammer nor axe was 
heard in that hoi/ structure ; there was nothing but noise in 
Lebanon, nothing in Sion but silence and peace. Whatever 
tumults are abroad, it is fit there should be all quietness and 
sweet concord in the church. O God, that the axes of schism, 
or the hammers of furious contentions, should be heard within 
thy sanctuary ! Thine house is not built with blows : with 
blows it is beaten down. O knit the hearts of thy servants 
together in the nnity of the spirit, and the bond of peace, that 
we may mind and speak the same things ; that thou, who art 
the God of peace, mayest take pleasure to dwell under the 
quiet roof of iMir hearts ! 

*'*' Now is the foundation laid, and the walls rising of that gk>- 
rious fabric, which all nations admired, and all times have 
celebrated ; even those stones which were laid in the base of 
the building were not ragged and rude, but hewn and costly : 
the part that lies covered with earth from the eyes of all be- 
holders, is no less precious, than those that are more oonsjMO- 
uous. God is not all for the eye ; he pleaseth himself with 
the hidden value of the living stones of his spiritual temple. 
How many noble graces of his servants have been buried by 
obscurity ! not discerned so much as by their own eyes ! which 
yet as he gave, so he crowneth. Hypocrites regard nothing 
but show ; Grod nothing but truth." 

The first settlers at Jamestown were gentlemen-idlers. 
" When you send again,** wrote governor Smith to the man- 
agers in England, <^ I entreat you rather send but thirty car- 
penters, husbandmen, gardeners, fishermen, blacksmiths, ma- 
sons, and diggers up of trees' roots, well provided, than a 
thousand of such as we have." Dignified indolence smothers 
enterprise much more than it adonis it ; as the masterly statues 
13* 
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ida6tk PhidiaB made, Babo and Bombex dnqoed in puple, 
and by thw ridiculous taste left them thus defaced. Persons 
who are most yain are always the most useless ; thej are the 
most impatient under reproof, and the most insolent to their 
assodales. But, as Bums has said, 

** What thoogh on homely fare we dine, 
Wear hodden-grey, and a' that ? 
Give fools their silks, and knaves their wine, 
A man*8 a man for a' that.** 

Pride is potent, because the eflfect of display is poweHul on 
theminds of all mankind. Sajs South, ^Though upon tbe 
hearing of Soiom<m*$ wisdom, and the resoludiMi of her hard 
questians, the queen of Sheba expressed a just admiration; 
yet when Sohmon afterwards showed her hie palaoe, his trea- 
sures, and the temple which he had built^ it is said, tkere wmt 
NO more wpirii in her. What was the cause of this ? Cer- 
tainly, the magnificence and splendor of such a structure. It 
atmck her into an ecstasy beyond his wise answers. She es- 
teemed this as much above his wisdom as astonishment is be- 
yond bare admiration. She admired his wisdcxn, but she 
adored his magnificence. So apt is the mind, even of wise 
ponsoDS, to be surprised with the superficies of things, and 
Tafaie or undervalue spirituals, according to their external ap- 
pearance. Wh^i circumstances fail, the substance seldom 
long survives ; clothes are no part of the body, yet take away 
clothes, and the body will die." 

Thirdly, when pride has once obtained the mastery over 
the soul of a scomer, it will speedily lead him to destruction. 
The most awful strength of Divine eloquence is employed to 
delineate the character of the proud and the ruin it incurs. 
The proud and haughty scomer is declared to be an abomina- 
tion to the Lord. The fierce spirits who in terror, blood and 
gold, fifom birth to death, fiaont in gorgeous ruin, meet with 
no heavenly composure in their career, and least of all will 
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ihej find peace in their aid. ^ Pride compasseih them abcmt 
as a chain ; violence coTereth them as a garment.'' Covered 
all over as they are with ^ pmples of r^ and blue cornip- 
tkm f decked as they may be in the gewgaws of arrogant 
ostentation, ihej should remember that ^ hero dust is vile as 
other clay," and that 

" The tower that highest reart its head, 
With heaviest min falls." 

It is a true maxim which asserts that ^ small things make 
base men proud ;" and it is equally true that ^ 'tis pride that 
pulls the country down." Two beggars stand at the door, 
eqpially devoid of anything whereof to boast ; c«ie receives a 
cent — the other a dollar ; it is quite likely that the kiter be- 
gins immediately to suppose there is some good cause in him 
lor the distinction, which dictate of pride impels him to re- 
gard his fellow with contempt Such is the unhappy use 
man makes of the g^ which a b^gn Providence has be- 
stowed. Instead of beii^ humbled by a sense of obligation 
for superior fiivors received, the ungrateM reprobate swells 
with supercilious dignity above mortals of the common sort 
But as an early moralist remarks, ^ If this be true, if a gen- 
tleman be nothing else but this, then truly he is a sad piece, 
the most inconsiderable, the most despicable, the most pitiful 
and wretched' creature in the world; if it is his privilege to 
do nothing, it is his privilege to be most unhappy; and to be 
so wiU be his fate if he live according to it ; for he that is of 
no worth or use, who produceth no beneficial fruit, who per- 
formeth no service io God or to the world, what title can he 
have to happiness ? what capacity thereof? what reward can 
he daim ? what comfort can he feel ? To what temptations is 
he exposed ! what guilts will he incur !" 

It is a sacred assertion, often sadly verified, that ^ a man's 
pride shall bring him low." It leads to spiritual indifference, 
to the slumber of the heart, as well as that of the reason. It 
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induces those habits of thought and action which miserablj 
enthrall the soul every way so as to prevent all noble expan- 
sion. Pride introduces distance and distrust ; while humility 
would bring together all the scattered resources of excellence, 
and blend them in efficient exercise. It imparts to all our 
spiritual powers a belligerent aspect, and keeps them in a state 
of perpetual hostility, of distrust, and of a disposition to invade 
the peace and rights of others. Pride would always domineer, 
while humility delights to serve. Pride seeks applause ; but 
humility fears adulation, lest it should detract from love. 
There is no more active, inventive, persevering, and univer- 
sal selfishness on earth, than that of which pride is the moving 
principle. It is for this reason that the most exquisite plea- 
sure this side heaven, that of feeling one's self beloved, is often 
fatally poisoned by extravagant self-esteem. And herein we 
see why envy is always so nearly allied to pride; the latter 
repels examples of exalted worth instead of emulating them, 
because it refuses to recognize all kinds of superiority, and of 
course that which is most valuable and most real will wound it 
most Hence the proud, in seeking to be ori^al, often strive 
to be odd and outrageous ; proving conclusively that they who 
most disdainfully reject good models are the very persons who 
ought most to be profited by their use. Says Cowper, 

" Though various foes against the Truth combine, 
Pride above all opposes her design ; 
Pride, of a growth superior to the rest, 
The subtlest serpent with the loftiest crest, 
Swells at the thought, and, kindling into rage, 
Would hiss the cherub Mercy from the stage." 

The lessons of experience and the lapse of time seem to 
have little ability to restrain the pernicious tendencies of this 
vice. Its dupe, having wasted the morning of life is still am- 
bitious of display, adopting fictitious charms and panting to 
« triumph in the bloom of fifty-five." Raleigh informs us that 
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queen Elizabeth, in the days of her decrepitude, ordered all 
pictures of herself, done by artists who had not flattered her 
ugliness, to be collected and burned ; and in 1563 she issued 
a proclamation forbidding all persons, save ^ especial cunning 
painters to draw her likeness." She quarrelled at last with 
her looking-glass as well as with her painters ; during the lat- 
ter years of her life the maids of honor remoyed mirrors, as 
they would have removed poison, from the t^partments of royal 
pride. Vanity and pride are both great patrons of the fine 
arts ; but the orders of vanity are most abundant, since por- 
traits are more flattering than history. 

The above facts in relation to Elizabeth remind one of what 
a ootemporary of hers said respecting the awM death of Jeze- 
beL " Her proud heart could not suddenly learn to stoop ; 
rather she recollects her high spirits, and, instead of humbling 
her soul by repentance, and addressing herself for an immi- 
nent death, she pranks up her old carcass, and paints her 
wrinkled &ce, and, as one that vainly hopes to daunt the cour^ 
age of an usurper by the sudden beams of m^esty, she looks 
out, and thinks to fright him with the challenge of a traitor, 
whose either mercy or justice could not be avoided. Extremi- 
ty finds us such as our peace leaves us. Our last thoughts 
are spent upon that we most care for. Those, that have re- 
garded their face more than their soul, in their latter end are 
more taken up with desire of seeming fair, than being happy. 
It is no marvel if a heart, obdured with the custom of sin, 
shut up gracelessly. Counterfeit beauty agrees well with in- 
ward undeanness." 

"The professed disciple of Christ cannot too cautiously 
guard against the seductions of pride. Peter, on the evening 
of the Lord's supper, exaggerated most loudly the guilt of the 
disciple by whom his Master was to be betrayed. He was 
most anxious to know his name, and to hold him up to merit- 
ed det4estati<»»; and immediately after, he himself falls into 
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the recreancy which he had just before denounced with such 
confidence and pride. 

Lucifer proudly aspired to be like Grod in power, and was 
thrown down from heaven ; Adam strove to be like him in 
knowledge, and was expelled from Eden ; but Christ, the Re- 
deemer of the lost, obeyed God perfectly and obtained an 
everlasting inheritance for all who humbly believe on him. 

Beware of pride, the fearftil influence of which extends 
through the present life, and sometimes even beyond. Said 
an Indian chief, who died at Washington, " When I am dead 
let the big guns be fired over me." The rich man, scorning 
to repose lowly like oidinary mortals, not unfrequently orders 
his own sarcophagus, and builds a family tomb replete with 
vain display, and destined to be the monument of posthumous 
pride. But what will all these hollow and perishable decora- 
tions avail your soul departing to the judgment-seat ? They 
will be as barren of comfort as the shroud of the grave round 
your cold body. Dying in sin, God will mock when your 
fear cometh. The soomer will thenceforth be eternally sohh- 
ed. If you madly waste life, in the frivolous pursuits of him 
who dealeth in proud wrath, then the hour will suddenly 
arrive when you can no more avert the scomer*s awful doom, 
than with your dead hand you can arrest the undertaker who 
screws the coffin-lid closely down upon your marble brow and 
heart congealed. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

IDLENESS; 
OR, THE SLOTHFUL S E L F-H U RD E R E B . 

The wise man tells us that <<the desire €i the slothM 
killeth him ; tor his hands refuse to labor/' Prov. 21: 25* 
This declaration presents to us the murderous influence of in- 
dolence, a subject worthy of profound attention. In the present 
discussion, it will be our purpose to show that idleness courts 
temptation; cripples enterprise; multiplies sorrow; and en- 
banoes {be pangs of an eternal doom. 

In the first place, idleness courts the strongest and most suc- 
cessful attacks of temptation. Vice is the perpetual concomi- 
tant of indolence. Waters that are still soon stagnate, and 
from stagnation malaria, noxious and farnspreading, will inevi- 
tably be generated. In all communities where thefe is a lack 
of virtuous enterprise, crime walks with gigantic sltrides and 
desolating force. 

While we reftise to sow wheat, the enemy will be busy in 
sowing tares. An empty mind is the deviTs laboratory, in 
which the most deadly concoctions are manufactured and dif- 
fused. David yielded to temptation, and fell into outrageous 
sin, only when he had become indolent Says bishop Hall, 
" Now only do I see the king of Israel rising from his bed in 
the evening ; the time was, when he rose up in the morning 
to his early devotions ; when he brake his nightly rest with 
public cares, with the business of the State : all that while, he 
was innocent^ he was holy; but now that he wallows in the 
bed of idleness, he is fit to invite temptation. The industrious 
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man hath no leisure to sin ; the idle hath neither leisure nor 
power to avoid sin. Exercise is not more wholesome for the 
body than for the soul, the remission whereof breeds matter of 
disease in both. The water that hath been heated, soonest 
freezeth. The most active spirit soonest tireth with slack- 
ening. The earth stands still, and is all dregs ; the heavens 
ever move, and are pure. We have no reason to complain of 
the assiduity of the work ; the toil of action is answered by 
the benefit ; if we did less we should suffer more. Satan, like 
an idle companion, if he finds us busy, files back, and sees it 
no time to entertain vain purposes with us : we cannot please 
him better, than by casting away our work, to hold chat with 
him ; we cannot yield so far, and be guiltless." 

Prince Eugene said to a friend, that in the course of his 
life, he had been exposed to many Potiphars, to all of whom 
he had proved a Joseph, merely because he had so many other 
things to attend to. The surest way to avoid evil snares is to 
be well and constantly occupied. The Turks have a proverb, 
which says, that the devil tempts aU other men, but that idle men 
tempt the devil 

In the second place, idleness cripples the best energies of all 
dignified enterprise. God hath a bountiful hand, and filleth 
all things living with plenteousness ; but unless we have a dili- 
gent liand, wherewith to receive and secure it, we starve. 
Said bishop Sanderson, ^< He that by the sloth of his hand dis- 
Aimisheth himself of the means of getting, he is as near of kin 
to a tposter as may be." Solomon himself has told us that, 
^ He also that is slothful in his wcMrk is brother to him that is 
a great waster." The bases of the vices touch each other, 
and there are strong affinities that bind them closely together. 
The slii^gard and the prodigal are twin-b<»m of the same pa- 
rentage. The slothful has no heart for work, and the prodigal 
has no prudence to preserve the finiits of honorable toiL 

The ancient Bramins were accustomed to sit unmoved un- 
der a tree in stupid gaze at a speck in the heavens, imagining 
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tihat God was as idle as thej were. Many modems are em- 
ployed in achieving about the same degrees of dignity and use* 
But where is the spot on our globe that looks as if God de- 
signed it for the paradise of lazy folks? He who has nothing 
to do, has no business to liye. It is easy to recogni^ the place 
where the indolent do reside. It is a locality vividly drawn in 
Proverbs. « I went by the field of the slothfbl, and by the vine- 
yard of the man void of understanding ; and, lo ! it was all 
grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face there- 
of, and the stone wall thereof was broken down. Then I saw 
and considered it well ; I looked upon it and received instruo* 
tion. Tet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep ; so shall thy poverty come as one that travel- 
led! ; and thy want as an armed man." 

On the contrary, in the language of the same author, ^ the 
thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness." Dili- 
gence is the eternal prerequisite to prosperity and health. 
Said Swinnock, ^ Thou mayest as well expect riches to rain 
down from heaven in silver showers, as to provide for thy 
family without industry in thy calling." 

" Sure, he that made us with sach large dlscoarsCf 
Looking before and after, gave as not 
That capability and God-like reason 
To rust in us unns'd/* 

The mental faculties contract indolent habits with as much 
fadlity as the physical. When one begins to lean on others 
for support, he will soon end by being incapable of either sup- 
porting others of himself. Such fickle and indolent persons 
stagger about with a tottering and indecisive step ; in the lan- 
guage of Solomon, « the labor of the foolish weaneth every one 
of them, because he knoweth not how to go to the city." They 
flutter from one object to another,, and lounge along at hazard. 
No wind to them is fiivorable, because they have no particular 
harbor in view ; no star is propitious, since their eye is fixed 
14 
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with solicitude on none. If the time which is- squandered in 
relaxing and debasing the powers of both body and mind, were 
employed in fortifying those powers in healthfal discipline, we 
should not at the years of maturity be at a loss for an oecupa- 
tkn, nor be left to waste the fire of fine talent which industry 
had matured. 

Steel is sooner destroyed by rust than by use. There is an 
old Scottish legend, which represents the spirit that serves the 
wizard as being by necessity constantly employed; to sus- 
pend the work for a moment was to rend the enchanter. Such 
is the condition of the devotee of high excellence ; that boon is 
won only at the price of perpetual toil. But most persons pro- 
ceed as if they expected to obtain wisdom, as Abu Zeid al Has- 
san declares some Chinese philosc^hers thought oysters got 
their pearis, viz. b^ gaping! 

The deplorable vice of idleness has wrought the ruin of thou- 
sands in all time* Follok thus describes it : 

" Two principles from llie beginning strove 
In human natare, still dividing man — 
Sloth and inactivity^ the lost of praise, 
And indolence, that rather wished to sleep. 
And not unfreqnently in the same mind. 
They dubious contest held ; one gaining now, 
And now the other crowned, and both again 
Keeping the field, with equal combat fought. 
Much different was their voice : Ambition called 
To action ; Sloth invited to repose. 
Ambition early rose, and, being up, 
Toiled ardently, and late retired to rest; 
Slolh lay till mid-day, turning on his couch, 
Like ponderous door upon its weary hinge, 
And having rolled him out with much ado, 
And many a dismal sigh, and vain attempt^ 
He sauntered ont accoutred carelessly — 
With half-opened, misty, unobservant eye, ^ 

Somniferous, that weighed the object down 
On Avhich its burden fell — an hour or two, 
Then with a groan retired to rest again. 
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The one, whatever deed had been achiered, 
ThoQgfat H too little, and too small the pmise : 
The other tried to think, for thinking so 
Answered his purpose best, that what of great 
Mankind could do, had been already done ; 
And therefore laid him calmly down to sleep.^ 

Men possessing fine opportunities for doing good, in hi^ 
stations and on a broad scale, are still disposed to sink into 
the same supine and ignoble mode of procedure. But as long 
as depraved human nature exists on earth, it will ever be true 
that "the way of the slothful man is as a hedge of thorns." 
Lord Bacon, is his Advancement of Learning, makes the fol- 
lowing comment on this proverb : " Here is lively represented 
how laborious sloth proveth in the end ; for when things are 
deferred to the last instant, and nothing prepared beforehand, 
every step findeth a brier or an impediment, which catcheth 
or stoppeth.** 

Idleness was a criminal ofiTence at Athens, and should be 
80 regarded everywhere, since " drones suck not eagles' blood, 
but rob bee-hives." Plutarch, in his life of Lycurgus, tells us 
of a classic " loafer " who was one day fined for this offence, 
and who was greatly condoled by a brother idler as having 
been condemned for keeping up Ms dignity. In our own age 
and country weTiave a plenty of those miserable "swell-heads" 
who puff^ and strut in all sorts of busy idleness just to keep up 
their dignity I 

Bancroft records the fact that the first emigrants to the 
northern colony of this continent were all working men. The 
company was winnowed before sailing ; and all servants of ill 
life were discharged. They were not a " mob of gentlemen * 
who live at ease," but were the selectest specimens of man- 
kind. " No idle drone may live amongst us," was the spirit 
as well as the law of the dauntless community, which was des- 
tined to turn the sterility of New England into a cluster of 
wealthy States. 
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They who prefer to have nothing to do are very certain to 
do nothing good. Such persons hasten the period when they 
will be in want, and most effectually foreclose the beneficence 
they will need. For, as Poole has said, " Men's hearts are 
justly hardened against that man, who by his own sloth and 
wilfulness hath brought himself to want. 

It is a good policy to strike while the iron is hot ; it is still 
better to adopt Cromwell's procedure, in this respect, and 
make the iron hot by striking. The master-spirit who can rule 
the storm is great, but he is much greater who can both raise 
and rule it To attain that grand power, one must possess 
the brave and indomitable soul of activity which prompted 
Edmund Burke to exclaim to his constituents in his famous 
speech at Bristol, " Applaud us when we run ; console us when 
we fall ; cheer us when we recover ; but let us pass on — ^for 
God's sake let us pass on." 

Indolence destroys energy and creates the stem demands of 
that necessity against which it is too improvident to guard. 
<( Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep ; and an idle soul shall 
suffer hunger." There is but little difference between the 
sluggard who wastes the day in bed, and the stupid drone who 
goes about his work as if cast into a deep sleep. The palsy 
with which he is smitten is the most debilitating and disgrace- 
ful "A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will 
not so much as bring it to his mouth again." He would rather 
suffer the pangs of starvation, than trouble himself so much as 
to put food to his mouth. All needful supplies are therefore 
stopped, simply for want of an effort to^ subdue the impedi- 
ments which might easily be removed. The sad condition of 
• a lazy specimen of degraded humanity in despair, results not 
from an original inability for noble enterprise, but from a 
criminal perversion of his powers and the prodigal waste of 
his strength. Says a quaint but -forcible author, " There is 
not a man or a thing now alive, but has tools to work with. 
The basest of created animalcules, the spider itself, has a 
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sjMiuung jenny and a warping-mill and power loom witMn its 
head ; the stupidest of oysters has a Pepin's digester, with a 
limestone house to hold it in. How unnatural then is lazi- 
ness r 

In the third place, indolence multiplies the sorrows of those 
who indulge it. The idler, oppressed with those aimless and 
useless efforts which are actuated only by self-conceit, forgets 
that pride confers no dignity, and that vanity engenders noth- 
ing but public contempt. 

Persons of dull and languid habits, trail themselves slug- 
^shly through life, as if some loathsome and agonizing viscns 
clogged every movement and prevented all refreshing repose. 
Their substance is nothing but the slime of indolence, and their 
contracted snail-path is covered with their own pollution. 
There is no healthy alacrity in them, none of that vivacious 
energy, which indicates either a vigorous body or a forcible 
mind. They drag themselves tardily to their toil, as if every 
joint were a socket of torture, and touch the implements of in- 
dustry as timidly, as if they expected their effeminate flesh to 
adhere to whatever it handled. Work affords them no joy, 
and duty no delight ; they are emasculated of all manly vigor, 
and have buried their conscience in the putrescence of their 
laziness. ^ They are a sort of perpetual sonmambulists, walk- 
ing through their sleep ; moving in a constant mystery ; look- 
ing for their faculties, and foi^etting what they are looking 
for ; not able to find their work, or when they have found 
their work, not able to find their hands ; doing everything 
dreamily, and therefore everything oonAisedly and incomplete- 
ly ; their work a df earn, their sleep a dream, not repose, not 
refreshment, but a slumberous vision of rest, a dreamy query 
concerning sleep ; too late for everything, taking their passage 
when the ship has sailed, insuring their property when the 
house is burnt, locking the door when the goods are stolen — 
men whose bodies seem to have started in the race of exist- 
ence before their minds were ready, and who are always gaz- 
14* 
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ii^ out racantlj as if they expected their wits were ooBung op 
bj the next arrival." 

Lead is heavy, gold is heavier, and platinum among the 
metals, is heaviest of all ; but, take the kingdoms of creation 
at large, that which has the most specific gravity to make earth 
groan and heaven weep is, a lazy man. Were he not resisted 
by omnipotence, he would be an effectual dog to stop ttie 
wheels of enterprise, the car of salvation and the revolution of 
the globe. He would become the stand-point of immovable 
stupidity and blasting contagioi^ — the focus of venomous evils 
and their most prolific source, — the chief conduit of hell 
through which everything vile and destructive would be dif- 
fused over worlds arrested in silence, skies darkened with the 
pall of universal death, and an universe tumbhng to pieces 
without a single trace of the beautiiiil or the good. 

Idleness, if long indulged, is sure to become the most active 
cause of suffering; while ^the labor we delight in physics 
pain." The stagnation of the elements is more destructive 
than a tempest ; a palsy is more fatal to enterprise than a fe- 
ver. One must have a noble object of pursuit, and a disposi- 
tion actively to press towards his elevated goal, in order to be 
either happy or successful. 

" The sweat of industry would dry, and die, 
But for the end it works to." 

In<»dinate indulgence always ends in discontent ; while " whafs 
sweet to do, will aptly find," — ^the laborer will be facile in the 
use of means when he is hearty in his toil, and will meet with 
a double reward, pleasure in the struggle,* and success in the 
end. But to the inactive and licentious, depression of spirits, 
and stinging remorse, always render the remembrance of those 
acts fearful, which in anticipation promised deh^t. Sloth 
smothers virtue much more than it prevents vice. The vicioos 
n^y be boisterous in superficial and transient delights ; it is 
not true joy, however, that makes them loquacious but ennui ; 
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their longae nms the faster in mad efforts to ooDceal the pres- 
sure at their heart. God has decreed that he shall be most 
restless, who is most at rest. Nothing (m earth is so hard and 
excruciatiDg as the couch of perpetual indolence. Spinola 
being told that Sir Francis Vere died of having nothing to do, 
replied, ^ That was enough to kiU any general." 

Pertinent is the advice of good old industrious George Her« 
bert, 

" FI7 idleness ; which yet thou canst not fly 
By dressing, mistressing, and compliment 
If those take up thy day, the sun will cry 
Against thee *, for his light was only lent. 

God gave thy soul brave wings ; put not those feathers 
Into a bed, to sleep out all ill weathers. 

Art thou a magistrate ? then be severe. 
If studious, copy fair what time hath blurred ; 
Redeem truth from his jaws. If soldier, 
Chase brave employments with a naked sword 

Throughout the world. Fool not ; for all may have 

If they dare try, a glorious life or grave." 

We have four hundred and fifty vduntary muscles, made 
on purpose to be actively employed ; if they are not vigor- 
ously exercised, then the nervous power designed to enei^ze 
the firmest strength is transformed into morbid sensibility and 
incessant torment The idler soon becomes the victim of many 
maladies and the insipid organ of many lugubrious words ; he 
has rendered himself mournfully hypochondriacal, hides him- 
self in the solitude of his own sickly fancy, is forever haunted 
by the demon of disease, goes on everlastingly dosing himself 
with medicines that aggravate his insensibility to eternal real- 
ities, and is legitimately damned. 

Galen desired the philosophers to send all bad characters to 
him for correction. He believed that by inculcating a whole- 
some diet and industrious habits, he would reform the world. 
There is much truth in this theory, since the regimen of the 
body greatly modifies the character of the mind. The advice of 
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Dr. Abernethj to the sick aristocrat of London is wdl known^ 
— ^^ Live on a shilling per day, and earn it." The miseries of 
the rich are as great, and their wants as pressing, as those ci 
the indigent 

"For he that needs five thousand pounds to live, 
Is full as poor as he that needs but fiye." 

The industry of many persons, hlest with the most ahun- 
dant means for self-murder, is performed mainly by the lower 
half of their head ; the teeth are busy, while for all useful pur- 
poses the hands are idle, and gastronomical toil, carried on by 
force in a body in general unemployed, soon oppresses the 
stomach with gloomy acids which diffuse sourness of all sorts 
all over the person. The victim is dyspeptic, snappish, dis- 
consolate, doomed. The best practical rules for securing happy 
health are : Keep your head cool with temperance ; your feet 
warm with exercise ; and if you grow bilious or corpulent, 
keep your eyes open, and your mouth shut " Love not sleep, 
lest thou come to poverty,'* says Solomon ; " open thine eyes, 
and thou shslt be satisfied with bread." We are to use slum- 
ber only as " tired nature's sweet restorer," and as a prepara- 
tive for going forth to our work and our labor. 

The passive idler, of all men in the world, is the most diffi- 
cult to please. Those who do the least themselves are always 
the severest critics upon the noble achievements of others. 
They are the most acrimonious, because their cynical souls 
are least purified with the healthful agitation of exalted emo- 
tions. If there were more refined sensibility in the world, 
there would be less bickering and more mutual love and mag- 
nanimous commendation in the hearts of mankind. We must 
desire to act, and act vigorously, to be hf^py. This is the mo- 
tive principle of the soul, and the ground of its greatest joy. 
Happiness resides less in the possession of its objects than in 
their attainment He who is bom on a throne is seldom wor- 
thy of it, or happy in the sovereignty which chance has con- 
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ferred, instead of being by personal enterprise attained. The 
soul always in action, always agreeably employed, has little 
time for discontent, and much occasion for the keenest joy. 
Henoe the superior pleasures of the virtuous poor compared 
with the luxurious indulgences of the rich. The party who 
dine at a tavern, are vastly more joyous than those who feast 
in splendid misery together in a palace. It was not on the 
tomb of Croesus, but on that of Baucis, the most charming 
epitaph of antiquity was inscribed ; 

" His death was the evening of a beautifnl day." 

Antinomian enmity against active labors in accordance with 
the spirit and commands of Christ, for the amelioration of suf- 
fering mankind, has its origin in inveterate laziness rather than 
in the immaculate purity or practical beneficence of its theo- 
logical lore. Said bishop Leighton, " Holy men in former 
ages did wonders * in conquering the world and themselves ; 
but we, unhappy, degenerate, drowsy creatures as we are, 
blush to hear that they did what we cannot or will not da 
We are indeed inclined to disbelieve ^the facts, and rather 
choose to deny their virtues, than to confess our own indolence 
and cowardice." 

Finally, indolence inf icts retribution in the present life, and 
enhances the pangs of an eternal doom. << Thrift is blessing, 
if men steal it not," says the great poet of nature and truth. 
Ordinarily when men have the choice of being thieves or la- 
borers it is the former profession they embark in, because sin 
has rendered it natural for depraved beings to prefer all things 
to fatigue. But this love of indolence is at the same time our 
strongest passion and our chiefest bane. , The desire of the 
slothful killeth him. He makes no appropriate effort, reaps 
no valuable fruit, pines in destitution self-imposed, and in dis- 
graced vexation frets himself into a fiery grave. There is 
food enough to be had by toil ; but rather than be industrious 
he would sit still and starve. He has hands given him as in- 
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gtroments for attaining a livelihood ; but he has supinely lodg- 
ed them in his bosom, and with pusillanimous whinings com- 
plains of the world's neglect The miserable wretch is as 
cowardly as he is indolent, and his fears are as un£)unded as 
they are effeminate. "The slothftil saith, There is a lion 
without, I shall be slain in the streets." What reason has the 
stupid miscreant to suppose that the public streets are the or- 
dinary haunts of wild beasts ? The absurdity of the excuse 
indicates the degradation of him who offers it The truth is, 
he is afraid to be slain without, only because he has already 
given himself up to be slain within. His own ferocious intem- 
perance is the monster by which he is most fatally torn. 

The guilt of doing nothing is veiy great Said lord Bacon^ 
" Men must feel that in this theatre of life it is reserved only 
for God and angels to be lookers on." Launch forth into the 
deep, was the command of Christ to his disciples. In his 
miracles, he ever met nature in her own bounds, and, when 
she had done her best, he supplied the rest by his overruling 
power. The same being who could have caused the fishes to 
leap upon dry land, chose rather to find them in^heir own 
element and at a proper depth : " Launch out into the deep." 
There is much truth in the saying that " fortune favors the 
brave ;" it is synonymous with that other sound maxim, " God 
helps them who help themselves." He who idles away his 
youth, will meet a fearM retribution in the time of his old age 
if not in the horrors of premature death. Lidustry is the first 
law of our being, and we are not to labor for the meat that 
perisheth, but that which endureth unto everlasting life. Our 
activity is to be expended in honorable enterprise on earth, 
while our affections are taught to soar in purity above it 
God never will invest idleness and dissipation with the privi- 
leges and honors that attend and reward industrious virtue. 

The laws of our physical and mental constitution, in perfect 
harmony with the revealed code of our religion, teach us to be 
not slothful in business ; fervent in spirit ; serving the Lord. 
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Thomson's excaae for reposmg in Us own ^' Cittstle of Indo- 
lence " wasy ihaJt he had nothing to d<f. But we have much 
to do — a soul to save-rA heaven to win for ourselves and our 
brethren of the human race. ^ They beckoned to then- part- 
ners in the other ship, that they should come and help them.'' 
On this Scripture, old bishop Hall remarks, << There are other 
ships in partnership with Peter ; he doth not fish all the lake 
alone. There cannot be a better improvement of society than 
to help us in gain, to relieve us in our profitable labors, to 
draw up the spiritual draught into the vessel of Christ and his 
church. Wherefore hath God given us partners, but that we 
should beckon to them for our aid in our necessary occasions ? 
Neither doth Simon slacken his hand, because he had assist^ 
ants. What shall we say to those lazy fishers, who can set 
others to the drag, while themselves look on at ease, caring 
<Maly to feed themselves with the fish, not willing to wet their 
hands with the net?" 

Indolence, like all the vices of which it is the chief patron, 
brings its own punishment ; its listless torments are precursors 
of the stilljnare excruciating pangs which are destined to 
crown and confirm the eternal ruin of both body and soul. 
Speaking of Antony's interview with Cleopatra, ".when Venus 
came to feast with Bacchus, for the benefit of Asia," the an- 
cient historian says that " then the veteran fell into every idle 
excess of puerile amusement, and offered ai the shrine of lux- 
ury, what Antipho calls the greatest of all sacrifices, ihe sacri- 
Jice of time!* But Christianity proclaims another, and infi- 
nitely greater catastrophe — ^the loss of the soul ! 

K one would be strong in body, clear in intellect, useful in 
time, and happy in eternity, he must do something more than 
" sport with Amaryllis in the shade, and play with the tangles 
of Nearea's hair." He must love hard working, pure living 
and exalted thinking ; he must cling with fondest attachment 
to that divine pursuit which Dr. Johnson admirably called 
" the invisible riot of the mind, that secret prodigality of being. 
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secare from detection, and fearless of reproacb." The luxury 
of chaste thought and beneficent action is the noblest this side 
paradise, — ^it is ^ Heaven on earth begun and glory in the 
bud/* On the other hand, the retribution which attends vice 
and indolence here, and will hereafter avenge them in eternal 
woe, is both certain and terrific. The worst idleness is that 
of the heart Think of the condition and prospects of a voice- 
less, thankless, prayerless heart He who rebels against his 
conscience soon becomes the slave of his own outraged will, 
and having abandoned himself to wickedness, he cannot stop. 
His spirit has already become infernal, and, as the awfiil abyss 
of unending despair closes over him, with one wild shriek of 
horror he sinks among kindred devils damned. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

INDUSTRY; 
OB, THE DILIGENT MABE BICH. 

The theme of the present discussion is found in Proverbs 
10: 4. <* He beeometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand : 
but the hand of the diligent maketh rich/' This maxim we 
shall expand and illustrate under the following heads. 

Industry is an exhilarating privilege, vouchsafed to promote 
the serenest happiness on earth ; it is an honorable grace, 
given as the means of acquiring the best wealth ; and is a 
Christian obligation, imposed upon our race to develop the 
noblest energies and insure the highest reward. 

In the first place, the serenest happiness we can enjoy on 
earth is derived from virtuous industry. ^ It is with us as 
with other things in nature," says Barrow, " which by motion 
are preserved in their native purity and perfection, in their 
sweetness, in their lustre, rest corrupting, debasing, and defil- 
ing them. If the water runneth, it holdeth dear, sweet, and 
fresh ; but stagnation tumeth it into a noisome puddle ; if the 
air be fiuined by winds, it is pure and wholesome ; but from 
being sKut up, it groweth thick and putrid ; if metals be em- 
ployed, they «abide smooth and splendid ; but lay them up, and 
they soon contract rust ; if the earth be belabored with cul- 
ture, it yieldeth com ; but lying neglected, it will be over- 
grown with brakes and thistles ; and the better the soil is, the 
ranker weeds it will produce ; all nature is upheld in its being, 
order, and state, by constant agitation ; every creature is in- 
cessantly employed in action conformable to its designed end 

15 
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and use ; in like manner the preservation and improvement 
of our faculties depends on their constant exercise." 

Nine-tenths of the miseries and vices of mankind proceed 
from indolence and idleness. Persons who have naturally ac- 
tive minds, — ^whose " quick thoughts like lightning are alive," — 
are most perniciously affected by the evils of sloth. The fa- 
vored sons of genius, endowed with great original powers, 
were not made for repose ; indolence will quickly " freeze the 
genial current of the soul," and if left idle long they perish 
from inaction, like a scimitar corroded and destroyed by rust. 
But the active occupation of our faculties is a safeguard against 
three great evils, vice, penury, and desponding gloom. Says 
Golton, ^ Ennui has made more gamblers than avarice, more 
drunkards than thirst, and more suicides than despair." If we 
would be both useful and happy, we must keep ourselves in- 
dustriously and virtuously employed. Old Dumbiedikes was 
wise in charging his son to << be aye sticking in a tree when 
he had naething else to do." Count de Caylus, a Frendi noble* 
man, being bom to wealth and princely idleness, turned his 
attention to engraving and made many fine copies of antique 
gems. One of the nobility demanded from him a reason for 
this procedure, and was told by the industrious Count, " I en- 
grave, that I may not hang myself." 

It is an old maxim, that ^ nothing moves without being 
moved," a simple truism, but full of meaning. Action is life 
and health; repose is death and corruption. Says an old 
writer, << Industry is commended to us by all soi^ts of examples, 
deserving our regard and imitation. AU nature is a copy 
thereof, and the whole world a glass wherein we may behold 
this duty represented to us. We may easily observe every 
creature about us incessantly working toward the end for which 
it was designed, indefatigably exercising the powers with which 
it is endued, diligently observing the laws of its creation. Even 
beings void of reason, of sense, of life itself, do suggest unto us 
resemblances of industry ; they being set in continual action 
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toward the effecting reasonable purposes, oondacmg to the 
preservation of their own beings, or to the furtherance of com- 
mon good. The heavens do roll about with unwearied mo- 
tion ; the sun and stars do perpetually dart their influences ; 
the earth is ever laboring in the birth and nourishmentof plants ; 
the plants are drawing sap and sprouting out fruits and reeds, 
to feed us and propag{ite themselves ; the rivers are running, 
the seas are tossing, the winds are blustering, to keep the ele- 
ments sweet in which we live." 

God never favors the idle with visions of divine glory, nor 
will he be likely to protect such by the aids of his grace. As 
long as the monarch of Israel was industrious he was happy 
and innocent ; but as soon as he reclined on the couch of idle- 
ness he became the dupe of temptation. Those who are ac- 
tively employed in honorable pursuits, have little time for evil 
indulgence ; but the idle have neither the leisure nor power to 
avoid sin. Active habits essentially promote the health of 
both body and soul. " In fine," says Barrow, " industry doth 
free us froni great displeasure, by redeeming us from the mo- 
lestations of idleness, which is the most tedious and irksome 
thing in the world, racking our soul with anxious suspense and 
perplexing distraction ; starving it for want of satisfactory en- 
tertainment, or causing it to feed on its own heart by doleful 
considerations ; infesting it with crowds of frivolous, melan- 
cholic, troublesome, stinging thoughts ; galling it with a sense 
of our squandering away precious time, or our slipping fair 
opportunities, and of our not using the abilities and advantages 
granted us, to any profit or fruit." 

There are many people in the world who seem to be of no 
earthly use, and who certainly exert no heavenly influence. 
Persons of tne true stamp are " not slothful in business, fer- 
vent in spirit, serving the Lord." But divers individuals ap- 
pear to have no business, and are fervent in no wholesome 
exercise. If they are busy at all, it is the busy idleness de- 
scribed in the Castle of Indolence : 
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** Their onlj labor is to kill the time, 
And labor dire it is* and weary wo. 
They sit, they loll, turn o'er some idle rhyme, 
Or saunter forth, with tottering steps and slow : 
This soon too rude an exercise they find — 
Straight on the couch their limbs again they throw. 
Where honrs on hours they sighing lie reclined, 
And court the vapory god soft-breatji^ing in the wind." 

But such languishing drones are always invested with the 
flames of torment which their own indolent habits ignite and 
feed. Chrysostom said truly, that " there is nothing more un- 
pleasant^ more painful, more miserable, than a man that hath 
nothing to do : Is not this, saith he, worse than ten thousand 
chains, to hang in suspense, and be continually gaping, look- 
ing on those who are present ?" 

On the contrary, industry gives repose its sweetest balm, 
appetite its strongest zest, and life its most grateful relish. 
Says Solomon, " The sleep of a laboring man is sweet." In 
another proverb he adds, << The slothful man roasteth not that 
which he took in hunting," and therefore it cannot be very 
grateM to him ; but, says he, ^' the substance of a diligent man 
is precious ;" that is, what a man has himself earned, he will 
duly prize. The exhilaration of mind experienced by the en- 
terprising in obtaining property is more pleasing and satisfac- 
tory than the' greatest amount of wealth when once acquired. 
The best thing about hunting is the vigorous sport afforded by 
the pursuit of the game, and not the mercenary consideration 
of its intrinsic value. The exercise and the triumph are 
much more valuable than the spoils, while no dish is so grate- 
ful to the voracious appetite as the game we have ourselves 
caught It is this great law of our nature Aat the wise 
preacher referred to in the proverb just quoted respecting the 
hunter, and in relation to which the golden-mouthed patriarch 
of the Greek church said : " Our soul is more affected with 
those things for which it hath labored ; for which reason, God 
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haih mixed labors with virtue itself, that he might endear it 
to us." 

Solon made laws expreaelj to punish idleness, and it is a 
|uiy ^that modem legislation oould not reach and rectify this 
evil ; but unfortunately our law-makers are too often the most 
outrageous offenders on this score. Cicero said of an indolent 
man, ^ he draws his breath, but doth not live.'* There are 
none of the strong, healthy pulsations of life about him. He 
is his own greatest plague, the dupe and abode of denuHis, a 
mass of corruption that breeds contagion among the pure and 
deserves the contempt of all. Cassian said, ^A working 
monk is assaulted by one devil, but an idle one is infested by 
unnumbered infernal spirits." Indolence is a great vice and 
quite too common. To counteract its pernicious tendencies, 
we need a vast increase of high and holy enterprise. It is not 
the placidity of stupid ease that we should covet, but the re- 
pose which is requisite for the renewal of exhausted strength, 
ihe serenity that succeeds the storm, and the salubrity that re- 
pays its ravages. The hurricane is more profitable than per- 
petual cahn. " Tempests may shake our dwellings and dissi- 
pate our commerce, but they scourge before them the la^ 
elements, which otherwise would stagnate into pestilence." 

In the second place, industry is an honorable grace, given 
as the means of acquiring the best wealth. The Lord's visita- 
tions of distinguished favor are always to the diligent That 
'great men may not be ashamed of honest vocations, the great- 
est that ever lived have been c<mtented, happy, and honored 
while in the pursuit of humble trades. Moses, in all his men- 
tal growth, and in all his ascent in the scale of dignity, clung 
to his shepherd's crook. David, like Moses, was engaged in 
manual toil, when called to impart the highest instructicm and 
exercise sovereign power. Elisha was at the plough, when 
called to be a prophet ; Gideon was at the threshing-floor, 
when summoned to lead the hosts of Israel ; and the shep- 
herds of Bethlehem were wakeful and diligent in the care of 
15* 
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their flocks, when greeted hj aogds with the tiMiings of Me»« 
slab's birth. 

. In all labor, both in natural and spiritual husbandry, there 
is profit God w<M*ks hj means, not hj miracles ; and his 
auxiliaries in subduing the earth and blessing it are the aettvey 
the slothful never. 

** All is the gift of Industry ; whatever 
Exalts, embellishes, and renders life 
Delightful. Pensive Winter cheer'd by him 
Sits at the social fire, and happy bears 
Th* excIudedStempest idly rave along; 
His harden'd fingers deck thelgaudy Spring ; 
Without him Summer were an arid waste, 
Nor to th' Autumnal months could thus transmit 
Those full, mature, immeasurable stores, 
That wave around." 

Alexander the Great, reproving some of his friends for de- 
genemting into luxury and sloth, says Plutarch, told them that 
^ it was a most slavish thing idly to be at ease, and a mast 
royal thing to hhor^ When Cicero recommended Pompey 
as a candidate for a high public office, he enumerated the quali- 
ties which adorn "greatness, and in which he said his friend 
excelled : ^' Labor in business, valor in dangers, industry in 
acting, counsel in planning, and expertness in performance.*' 
This language of experience and observation, like that of all 
other sagacious and worthy men, is in perfect harmony with 
the maxims of divine wisdom. " The hand of the diligent 
shall bear rule," says Solomon ; yea, so honorable is industry, 
that when exercised in the most subordinate station, it is pro- 
ductive of esteem. << He that waiteth on his master shall be 
honored ;" that is, to attend with diligence to the business com- 
mitted to our care by employers, and those in high stations, is. 
to win their confidence and the esteem of all. ^Look at the 
history of good apprentices and faithful clerks, and see how 
this proverb is verified. Examples are as numerous, almost, 
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as are distiBgidi^ed men in all departments of business life. 
Thej were at the outset poor but honest and industrious ; 
oontented to be the joungest, the weakest, and to perform the 
most drudgery ; soon they came to be esteemed by all asso* 
oiates, then trusted as chief confident, anon a junior partner in 
the concern, and finally a potent and hon<»«d master in the 
most elevated walks of commerce, art, or trade. Whereas, 
** the slothfiil is under tribute ;*' and, ^ He that sleepeth in 
harvest is a son that causeth shame." He is the occasion of 
loathing and contempt to his relations and acquaintances, not 
so much on account of his beggarly appearance, as for his des- 
picable indolence and the disgraceful cdnsequences it has pro- 
duced. 

Apollo found a tortoise shell at break of day on the sea- 
shore, and fashioned it into a harp. He was an industrious 
deity, and an example to man. The gracefiil vigor of his fram*' 
was won from the frigid purity of ocean's wave, and the 
splendid skill of his intellect he studiously improved in the 
li^t of morning's first and chasteSt beams. Everything melo- 
dious and useful originates in the heart and hands of devoted 
industry, as the original instrument of music first resounded 
at early mom, in the purest air, on the sublimest shore, tuned 
by the most noble and agOe of the fabled gods. - An instruc- 
tive companion to this is furnished from the same source of 
mythologic story. Narcissus was represented by the ancients 
as idly gazing at his own features reflected in the placid mir- 
ror oi a fountain, until fatally and foolishly enamored of his 
own insipid charms, he perished there an image of indolence 
and vanity. 

Every person should early in life adopt some branch of busi- 
ness, for which he is adapted by nature, or to which he is 
limited by the station assigned him by Providence, and in 
which particular pursuit diligence is both desirable and lawful 
iBuropus, king of Macedonia, chose for his favorite occupation 
to make lanterns ; and a late monarch of France was an adept 



Digitized 



by Google 



176 PB0TEBB8 VOK THE PXOPLC. 

in the manufiictare of locks. Now this was a kind of empiloj- 
ment perfectly honorable, but it was not their appropriate 
business. Thej should have either abdicated their thrones, or 
have consecrated all their time and talents to the efficient dis- 
charge of official duties. It is not the relatiye respectability 
of different pursuits that we are to trouble ourselves about, 
but our chief duty conasts in being most earnest and upright 
in the dischai^e of some specific and appropriate calling. The 
poet has said truly— 

" Honor and shame from no condition rise, 
Act well your part, there nil the honor lies." 

It is necessary to be up and doing, working while it is day. 
The most vigorous are always the most active, and most vir- 
tuous of minds. Heroes in every exalted walk of life are char- 
acterized by a restless, glowing, unappeasable activity. There 
is laid upon them a necessity for beneficent action. Naturally 
they are powerful and grand, as " a great river, in its ordinary 
state, is equal to a small one when swollen into a torrent." 
That which ordinary minds shrink from as the extreme of ex- 
hausting toil, they take as their starting-point, — ^the initiatory 
step of devout and sublime aspiraticm. The better order of 
minds labor not so much for fame or money as from the love 
of active exercise ; they are without hope, if they are de- 
prived of useful occupation. 

Every segment of the great circle of civilized society is use- 
ful, except that occupied by the lazy man ; he alone is worse 
than useless. Each link in the great chain of humanity may 
be equally sound, and equally usefi^, though unequally formed 
and polished, except the indolent ; he is always as useless and 
treacherous as a rope of sand. Every one may be of some 
utility in the world's hive, except the miserable do-nothing 
and eat-everything drone ; he is an insufferable nuisance in 
his best estate, and the sooner he is marched off, as honey-bees 
dispose of their lazy members, the better. He deserves to 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE DILIOENT HADE RICH. 177 

bare bis ooffinless grave dug in the mud, at low-water maxk, 
with a putrid sea-monster for his monument, and the howling 
tempests of midnight for his dirge. 

Activity is not only honorable, but is afi proMc iu its pecu- 
niary compensation as it is conducive to spiritual wealth. 
^ He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread," says 
the wise man ; and ^ he that gathereth by labor shall increase." 
A divine blessing is insured to diligence ; abundant, as a gen- 
eral rule ; always profuse enough to create satis&ction in the 
devout It is not strange that the indolent are usually unfor- 
tunate and unhappy. ^ As the door tumeth upon its hinges, 
so doth the dothful man in his bed." But such motion makes 
no progress ; it is a supine and disgraceful mode of existence 
which produces no good, and therefore, by the righteous gov- 
ernment of God, is crowned with no exalted reward. . K any 
will not work, neither shall he eat, is a fundamental principle 
in the divine economy. The only cure vouchsafed for the 
evils of the Ml, is found in the active pursuit of those noble 
ends which God originally set up as the goal and admiration 
of the human mind. The sure guaranty of wealthy increase 
lies in the consecration of ourselves and all our substance to 
the Lord. " All that we can have," says Swinnock, " we have 
it on this condition, to lay it down unto the honor of our Mas- 
ter, from whose bounty we received it" 

A sluggard who attempts to live ffratts in the world, and 
especially isuch a nuisance in the church, is a useless cipher 
among men, a burden to the earth, and a loathsome excres- 
cence on the healthy growth of society, sucking otherwise pro- 
ductive aliment from the resources of the general good, but 
yielding in return neither fruit nor ornament On the other 
hand, the industrious and upright man, however obscure may 
be his origin, and lowly his pursuit, finds the best prosperity, 
the most enduring wealth, and the lofHest dignity and p^wer. 
He wins a prize richer by far and " better than rubies, and 
incomparably doth it excel all things that may be desired." 
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Bot it is a pnxe that mo^t be earned ; it cannot be inherited, 
nor can it be either borrowed or bought ^ It cannot be got- 
ten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price 
thereof. It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the 
precious onyx, or the sapphire." 

In the third place, industry is a Christian obligation, impo- 
sed on our race to develop the noblest energies and insure the 
bluest reward. The paradisiac condition of our first pfurents 
was not one of happy indolence. They were placed in the 
garden under the double obligation to guard and to cultivate 
it. To guard it, because an enemy was to be at hand, against 
whom they needed both to watch and contend ; to cultivate it, 
probably with labors blessed with richer reward than after- 
wards when, <m account of sin, earth was cursed, and yet with 
actual ^d watchful labor were they to toil even in their un- 
fallen state. The gospel does not abolish industry, but 
chains its nature and chief design ; it dignifies toil, mitigates 
the evils connected therewith, and creates new motives to dil- 
igence. The triumph achieved on Calvary never was design- 
ed to supersede the duty of close application to enterprising 
duty. Its first command compels us to some honorable and 
useful pursuit Its language is <^ Study to be quiet, and to do 
your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we 
commanded you. K any man will not work, neither let him 
eat" The climax of sin in certain worthless individuals whom 
the apostles reproved, is stated as follows : " And withal they 
learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house ; and*^' 
not only idle, but tattlers also, and busy-bodies, speaking things 
which ^ej ought not" This writer in the fourth chapter of 
his first epistle to the Thessalonians establishes nothing more 
clearly than that those in the church who do not work ate to 
be dealt with as « disorderly walkers." 

Existence was given us for action rather than indolent and 
aimless contemplation ; our worth is determined by the good 
deeds we do, rather than by the fine emotions we feel. They 
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greatly mistake, who suppose ihaJt God cares for no other pur-i^ 
suit than devotion. When one works wilh pare hands and 
an honest heart, he honors his Maker as well as when he 
prays ; indeed, his piety and his diligence must stni^le to- 
gether, or th9 frnits ofifered on our altars are never smiled on 
by Heaven. Man is not s^nt hither to mope and muse, but 
work; as was long since said, "the end of man is am Acdoa, 
not a Thought." « Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with all thy might," is the divine rule, and our peace, health, 
and wealth depend upon our keeping this command. We are 
not to be of that class who are " fond to begin — ^but for to fin- 
ish loth ;" on the contrary, << like a star unhasting, yet unrest- 
ing," we are to toil brightly, steadily on. 

Every Christian, for the sake of God and man, should strive 
to hejirst-rate in his own particular calling. A firm and con- 
secrated ambition which incessantly aims to accomplish the 
greatest amount of good, is the foe of idleness and frivolous 
employments ; ^< it tempers the thirst for sensual indulgence, 
nourishes high contemplations and generous feelings, and as 
&r as it attains its objects, works out nothing but direct and 
positive good ito the individual and the world." Says Sokxnon^ 
" The thoughts of the diligent tend.only to plaiteousness ; but 
of every one that is hasty, only to want" This describes the 
patient plodding of a diligent man ; contaiit with small gains, 
and never discouraged by difficulties, he is sure ultimately to 
be crowned with success. He is not furious but firm and ac- 
tive. Sunshine and storm come and go, but there he is, like 
the provident ant, laying up substantial supplies for the future 
time of need. 

God never pours his blessing on the spiritual drone. He 
does not employ sentimental indolence in his service, but 
sanctified energy. It is the lobar of the righteous that tendeth 
to life, not their lazy complaints. " Oceup^ till I come," said 
Christ, be cultivating the field, and not quarrelling about it ; 
emulate others in good deeds, and not fritter away your 
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strength in the defence of a fiuitlefls creed. These are they 
who disgrace our religion bj making the power of doing litile 
an exLcase for doing nothing. We are bound to be active, 
remembering that we are the depositaries of the conservatiye 
elements of truth and life. If we arrest our diligence a mo- 
ment m the service of Christ, we suspend the renovating pro- 
cess which was designed to leaven and redeem our ^obe. As 
lights in the world, satellites of the great luminaiy of Salva- 
tion, we are appointed to advance perpetually in our respec- 
tive oibits, invading the thickest gloom, and dispersing it with 
the splendors of holy zeal. 

The most prominent, and most prevailing element through*- 
out the whole empire of the Almighty, is activity. God has 
no servant, of any grade, or in any kingdom, that has not 
something to do^ some specific office to perform. We believe 
that the happiness of heaven will consist mainly in an in- 
creased conformity to this law. The great and the good are 
discontented here ; but the restlessness of such, like that of 
the god of day, is a constant progression and inextinguishable 
glory. The passion that impels their spirit is the love of ex- 
cellence, and it rapidly assimilates them to the divine image 
of the perfection they adore. 

Jehovah proves his existence by perpetually creating. The 
process has never ceased ; at this moment, suns are throwing 
off nebulae, and these are hardening into worlds. Why should 
the immortal soul be dormant ? Its Creator reposes never. 
Think you that Paul is at rest, and Newton idle amid the 
opening splendors of the universe ? .Growth in happiness lies 
in a flight from inertia to energy. God has given man the 
power of setting all things in motion for useful ends, and in 
the humble but diligent exercise of this prerogative consists 
our chiefest joy. The working soul is a spiritual hero, armed 
with sanctified valor, who ventures forward into the gulf for 
the disinthrahncnt of mankind. He is fortified with strength 
more than human, and << through the impassable, paves a 
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road." On the oontnuy, the wicked servant who was cart 
into outer darkness was a dothfuL servant ; mdescribable re- 
morse in the eternal world comported with the indolence and 
viciousness of his existence on earth. CSonstrained inactivity 
is the hell of Die wicked, hat heneficent toil is the heaven of 
the just 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

FEBSEVEBANCE; 

OR, THE INYINCIBLE CHAMPIOX. 

It is said, in Eccl. 11: 4, '' He that observeth the wind shall 
not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap." 
We suppose the wise preacher in these words to mean, that 
he who leans on the adventitious circumstances of the moment 
for his support, — ^who takes the exception instead of establish- 
ed law for the rule of his Hfe, — follows the fickle winds and 
fleeting clouds rather than the guidance of dearly defined and 
eternal principles, will sow without wisdom and reap without 
gain. We are encompassed by a cloud of witnesses confirma- 
tory of this doctrine. The spiritual genealogy of many per- 
sons, proves their descent in direct line from Reuben, of whom 
the dying father said, << unstable as water, thou shalt not 
cxceL" 

We proceed to show that persevatmce is the master im- 
pulse of the firmest souls ; the discipline of the noblest virtues ; 
and the guaranty of acquisitions the most invigorating in their 
use and inestimable in their worth. 

First of all, let us observe how that perseverance is tfie 
main-spring which perpetually impels the firmest souls. Abili- 
ty fi>r stupendous toil is lodged in every human spirit, a grand 
gift from the God of nature ; but only the persevering woricer 
knows what this latent power is able to achieve, and he can 
tell only when he has done his very best Every kind and 
degree of excellence is food for the spirit which must be eam- 
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ed by the sweat of the brow. Tw.o things are demanded as 
prereqaifdtes to success ; the aspiring competitor in the race 
of life must early fix his eye in a specific direction, and then 
with unfaltering step must he press constantly towards the 
chosen goal. 

*' Do not, for one repulse, forego the purpose 
That you resolved to effect." 

The imperial heroes who rule over the opinions of their 
fellow men for good or ill, are victory-organized ; they march 
towards the execution of their purpose, as if they were intent 
ool the conquest of a world. With a bold fiont and piercing 
eye, they are repelled by no obstacles, and entertain not the 
sMghtest doubt as to a final triumph ; days and nights, like 
their fortune, health, and everything 'dear in existence, they 
consecrate to the success of their particular enterprise. As 
with hooks of steel, they grapple the most stubborn difficulties, 
and rdax neither hand nor foot so long as there remains one 
vital energy in their wilL A fine instance and illustraticm , 
under this head, is presented in the person and life of our dis- 
tinguished countryman, John Ledyard. He was bom in 
Groton, Connecticut, in the year 1751. Eariy left without a 
&ther, with no patron but poverty and his own brave piurpose, 
he resolved to educate his mind and explore the world. Hay* 
ii^ remained at Dartmouth College as long as he could affordj 
he went down to the bank of the Connecticut river, felled a 
Bujestic tree, and &shioned its trunk into a canoe, ^j feet 
long and three wide. His crafi; is launched, and alone with a 
bearskin for a covering, he pursues his lonely voyage a hun- 
dred and forty miles over dangerous falls and through a sav- 
age wilderness fix>m Hanover to Hartford. Having found no 
encouragement at home in clerical pursuits, he embarks as a 
common sailor, and soon afier enlists in the British army at 
Gibraltar, << thinking the iHHxfession ci a soldier well suited to 
a nugfi of honor and enterprise." Escaping thence in about a 
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year thereafter, we find him retained to his natiye Stale. 
Bat he remains hut a short time, as dependence upon the 
bounty of his iri^ids is too intolerable to one of his lofily spirit. 
With poverty staring him in the face, he goes agaip before 
the mast and works his way to Plymouth, England, whence, 
by begging by the roadside, he at length reaches London. It 
was just at this period that Captain Cook was preparing for 
his third and last voyage round the world. Ledyard em- 
barked with the great circumnavigator, and performed the 
whole voyage. This immense undertaking accomplished, he 
remains two years in the navy, but revises to fight against his 
native country, and returns to Hartford in 1782. In great 
pecumary distress, he goes to Philadelphia. Robert Morris 
replenishes his purse, and gives him letters of introduction to 
eminent merchants in Europe. Sh<Mily after he is at Cadis, 
and being again baffled in his design, he journeys to Paris finr 
aid. But his ^lergetic temperament will not allow him to re<* 
main idle long. ^ As &bte,^ says his biographer, ^ seemed to 
throw difficulties insurmountable in the way of a passage by sea, 
he bethought himself of the only expedient by which a part of 
his original design with respect to a passage to the North 
West coast might be carried into execution ; and that was, to 
'travel by land through the northern regions of Europe and 
Asia, crossing over Behring's Strait to the American conti- 
nent." Such an expedient could be adc^ted, only by the bold- 
est adventurer. Alone and unfriended, he set out, at the 
most dreary season of the year, and in seven weeks had trav- 
elled from Hambuig to Copenhagen and thence to St Peters- 
burg, walking more than two hundred miles per week, throi^^h 
Sweden and Finland to the icy heart of Russia. But the 
haughly empress of the n<Mih is jealous of this hardy Ameri- 
can youth traversing her dominions. He is forbidden to Gross 
the fiwntier nearest his home, and compelled to return. Be- 
hold him crushed under new trials away there in the remotest 
snows and wilderness of Siberia. ^ What, alas, shall I^do,". 
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exclainiB be, ^fi>r I am miserably prepared for ^t^ unlooked 
fi>r delay. By remaining bere througb ibe winter, I camioi 
expect to resume my marcb until May, wbich Will be eif^ 
months. My funds ! I bare bat two long frozen stages more, 
and I sball be beyond the want, or aid of money, undl, emerg* 
ing &om the deep deserts, I gain the American Adantie 
States ; and then, thy glowing climates, Airica, explored, I 
will lay me down, and claim my little portion of the globe I 
have viewed ; may it not be befcnre. How many of the noble 
minded have been subsidiary to me, or to my enterprises ; 
yet that meagre demon, Poverty, has travelled with me hand 
in hand over half the globe, and witnessed what — ^the tale I 
will not unfold ! Ye children of wealth and idleness, what a 
profitable commerce might be made between us. A little of 
my toil might better brace your bodies, give spring to mind 
and zest to enjoyment; and a very little of that wealth which 
you scatter around you, would put it beyond the power of 
anytlung but death to oppose my kindred greetings with all 
on earth, that bear the stamp of man." 

But that noble heait is not yet entirely overwhehned in de- 
spair. Persevering still, Ledyard returns through Poland, and 
at length reaches London again. His services are immediately 
sought by the African Association. Being asked when he 
would set out — '^ to-morrow morning " — ^is the characteristic 
reply. In a month, he is in Alexandria, and in less than a 
week more, at Grand Cairo^ <mly the starting point of his ar- 
duous expedition. From Egypt, he who had traversed Amer- 
ioBL, £uit^>e, Asia, and Africa, and had persevered further 
than any other man under all sorts of privations, wrote to his 
mother in the following strain, << Truly is it written, that the 
ways cyf God are past finding out, and his decrees unsearehar 
ble. Is the Lord thus great ? So also is he good. I am an 
instance of it. I have trampled the world under my feet, 
laughed at fear, and derided danger. Through millions of 
fiei^ savages, over parching deserts, the fireezing north, the 
16* 
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everiastiiig iee, and stormj seas, bave I passed witheut immu 
How good is my God ! Wliat rich anbjectB have Ifor praise^ 
lore, and adoration !" Soon after writing these lines, the de^ 
Tout and noble Ledjard died, towards the end of Novembery 
1788. He was then in the thirty^ighth year of his age; 
The daj of his death, and the j^ace of his burial are unknown, 
but what an example of perseverance did he leave the world ! 

^ When Nature sinks, as oft she maj, 
Through long liv'd pressure of obscure distress, 
Still to be strenuous, for the bright reward, 
And in the soul, admit of no decay — 
Brook no continuance of weak-mindedness — 

Great is the glory, for the strife is great !" 

Invariably will you find perseverance exemplified as the 
radical principle in every truly great character. It facilitates, 
perfects, and consolidates the execution of the plan conceived, 
and renders profitable its results when attained. By continu- 
ing to advance steadily in the same way, light constantly in- 
creases, obstacles disappear, efiSdent habits are confirmed, ex- 
perience is acquired, the use of the best means is reduced to 
easy action, and success becomes more sure. Fancy of the 
wildest and boldest character united to intellect the most clear 
and ample, constituting a tone of mind ethereal and potent to 
the highest degree, will yet possess but little utility until it is 
rectified and energized by the soul of unfiinching persistency. 
It was by perseverance that a little stream, emanating beyond 
the Bocky Mountains, cut its way through hills, prairies, 
ledges, soils of every kind, and a continent of vast extent, a 
channel of four thousand miles stretching from the Lake of the 
Woods to the Gulf of Mexica And so an industrious indi* 
vidual, however obscure he may be at tlie outset, who early 
fixes his resolute heart and will on a specific enterprise, and 
liienceforth perpetually aims at its accomp£slunent,'is ahnost 
certain ultimately to succeed. For a kmg time he may hjtTe 
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to gKai^e widi the nianj*headed cdl of Lemeaii aerpaAB; 
asid eofatesA witli it for Hfe. The ascent may be ahnipt and 
exceediD07 difficulty but bj perseyering toil the mountain 
steeps ev^taallj are scaled. The hemcal spirit goes forth 
resolved the most ragged path to traverse ; not with ^numi* 
fold HKytions making little speed," bat by a direct progress 
ma^ pxojected and constanUj pursued* ^ Whefo the man 
dimbed, on sharp flinty precipices, slippery, abysmal ; in dark- 
ness, seen by no kindred eye, — amid the brood of dragons ; 
and the heart, many times, was like to fail within him, in his 
loneliness, in bis extreme need ; yet he climbed, and climbed, 
gluing his footsteps in his blood ; and now, behold, Hyperion* 
Vke he has scaled it^ and on the summit shakes his glittering 
shafts of war ! What a scene and new kingdom for him ; all 
bathed in auroral radiance of Hope ; &r-stretching, solemn, 
joyfi:d : whait wild Memnon's music, from the depths of Nature, 
comes toning through the soul raised suddenly out of Strang* 
ling death mto victory and life 1" 

Chrysostom bemoans the g^ieral want of perseverance, and 
says that ^ sloth is wont to spoil us, and to yield us much 
pain.'' That man is destined to be of but little service to man* 
kind who fears to soar or is ashamed to toiL 

" If we shall stand still, 
In fear our motion will be mock'd or carp'd at, 
We should take root here where we sit, or sit 
State statues only." 

Says BfiUTOw, ^ A noble heart will disdain to subsist like a 
drone upon the honey gathered by others' labor ; like a ver- 
min to filch its food out of the public granary ; or like a shark 
to prey on the lesser fry ; but will one way or other earn his 
subsistence ; for he that doth not earn, can hardly own his 
bread, as St Paul implieth, when he saith, "Them that are 
such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
with quietness they work, and eat their own bread." The 
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pledge of tbe Bedeeaier to tbe pezseveriag disciple U^ ^ Hs 
that overoometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God." He shall be the most usefiil ornament by his substan- 
tial graces, and the chiefest support hj his sjmmetrical exam* 
pie. He shall be honored with a prominent position, because 
his solid and useful diaracter is both high and firm. 

In the second place, the praetiee of perseyerance is the disk 
dpline of the noblest virtues. To run well, we must run to 
the end. It is not the fighting, but the conquering that gives 
a hero his title to renown. How shall this end be attained? 

It is very certain that no one can accomplish much without 
the habitual exercise of mental concentration. Says an old 
writer, ^ Industry doth not c(»isist merely in action ; for that 
is incessant in all persons, our mind being a restless things 
never abiding in a total cessation from thought or design ; be^ 
ing like a ship in the sea, if not steered to some good purpose 
by reason, yet tossed by the waves of fancjif or driven by the 
winds of temptation somewhither. But the direction of our 
mind to some good end, without roving or fiinching, in a 
straight and steady course, drawing after it our active powers 
in executi<m thereof doth constitute industry.'* Men who 
thus have their mental powers under good ccmtrol and con* 
stantly directed to some lofly end, acquire fresh vigor fix)m 
every apparent defeat; and, like Antaeus, they rebound from 
a momentary fall with renewed elasticity. They are quick to 
act, knowing that 

'' The flighty purpose never is o'ertook, 
Unless the deed go wiA it." 

In order successfully to persevere, one must not only be 
prompt in deciding what to do, but he must be energetic in the 
use of means that are the best. All great schemes of useful- 
ness unite, in the happiest degree, sagacious reason and gene* 
rous adventure. The strongest passion of a true man is to 
^ scorn delight and love laborious days." He goea forth t« 
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the battle of h£e, as the ancient hero invaded the country of 
las foes, burning the boats behind him, and thus making it 
necessary to conquer or perish. He struggles on to tl^e last 
gasp, and even in the a^n^ of death cries out to his com- 
lades, like the indomitable Lawrence, ^ Don't give up the 
ship!" 

In a German £airy tale, called the ^ Sleeping Beauty in the 
Wood," the knight who is destined to set the lovely prisoner 
free, has first to cut his path through the forest before he can 
ev^i approach .the castle in which she lies slumbering ; and 
he never would have succeeded, had it not been for an en- 
chanted sword given him by a powerful friend. It is believed, 
&at in this allegory, the Sleeping Beauty meant a prize wor- 
thy of a pure and heroical heart ; and the sword which none 
of the trees could resist, symbolized a high and noble perse- 
verance, possessed by him who was destined to win and wear 
the hon(»s <^ an invincilde diampion. 

The most profitable and praiseworthy genius in the world 
IS, untirmg industry; and, in the vocabulary of him who pos- 
sesses this attribute, ^ there is no such word as fail." Many 
persons are obliged to cfoamence the voyage of life against 
both wind and tide. These are greatly tempted to complain 
of their hard fortune ; some are always just ready to give up, 
and for that very reason are both helpless and good for noth- 
ing. Whereas, if they would only persevere with boldness, 
hard as it is to work up stream all life long, they would find 
abundant reward at last As sui^essful trips are made up our 
livers as down. Let. us but put forth as many wise eflbrts, 
as we indulge foolish wishes, and we shall certainly be vastly 
more enriched thereby. 

Lord Bacon quotes our text in <me of his woi^, and on it 
remarks that ^ A man must make his opportunity, as oft as 
&id it" Timorous action and melaiichcdy complaints are fee- 
ble anti^nists against the armed resistance of misfortune, 
penury and wrong ; it is dull tranquillity arrayed against pas- 
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sion ; summer diut against the whirlwind ; the weight of gaan 
powder against its explosive force. So kmg as we are not 
absolutely bound and imprisoned by the s£em law <^ knpoesi*- 
bilitj, despair can never constitute any part of our daty« 
While there renuuns a single ray of hope, or one foothold for 
another struggle, we are under the highest obligation to pray, 
and once more try. The day was waning on the field of Ma- 
rengo, and the battle nearly lost, when Napoleon, observed a 
particular post the capture of which would dedde the contest. 
Galling the young and brave Dessaix to his side, he inquired^ 
" Can you carry that pwnt?" «I will try," was the laconic 
answer. He did achieve what in desperation he undertook, 
and fell at the moment ci victofy. The conquest of Italy, the 
sulyugation of Europe, the imperial power of the greatest 
captain of modem times, for weal or woe, all grew out of that 
little phrase, « I will try." 

Emerson recorded good practical truth in the folk)wing re- 
marks : ^ If our young men miscarry in their first enterprises, 
tliey lose all heart If the young merchant falls, men say he 
is ruinecL If the finest genius studies at one of our colleges, 
and is not installed in an office within one year afterwards in 
the cities or suburbs of Boston or New York, it seems to his 
friends and to himself that he is right in being disheartened 
and in complaining the rest of his life. A sturdy lad from 
New Hampshire or Vermont, who in turn tries all the pro- 
fessions, who teams it, farms it, peddles, keeps a school, preach- 
es, edits a newspaper, goes to Congress, buys a township, and 
so forth, in successive years, and always, like a cat, falls on hia 
feet, is worth a hundred of these city doUs. He walks alnreast 
with his days, and feels no shame in not ^ studying a profes- 
sion,' for he does not postpone his life, but lives already. He 
has not one chance, but a hundred chances." 

. It is not a single char^ that usually wins the field, but re- 
peated onsets made from different points. It is lawful for the 
man of enterprise frequently to change the means he employs, 
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hat he fthoold never for a momeiit forget the speoic end de- 
signated fer him to attain. A rollii^ stone gathers no moss ; 
and a man who.often changes his bminesB is most likely to 
remain poor. Said the sagadoos Richard, 

" I neyer saw an oft removed tree, 
Nor yet an oft removed family, 
That throve so well as those that settled be.** 

There k a great deal of meaning in that other maxim, ^ Keep 
thy shq>, and thy shop ^nll keep thee." Did yon erer know 
a person to stick to any kind of business, no matter how hum- 
ble and mipropitioas, ten years, who did not thrive upcm it ? 
It may have beai every way bad and exoeedin^y discoonig^ 
ing fot a long time, but if he dung to his own particular bosi- 
ness earnestly and honestly, and meddled with nothing eke; 
if he struggled good naturedly to keep hk head above the 
water, and fougld; his persevering way through sunshine and 
storm, in each equally undismayed, he always came out happy 
and rich enough in the end — didn't he ?^ 

^ A certain amount of opposition k a great help to a man. 
Sites rise against, not with the wind. Even a head wind k 
better than nothing. No man ever woriced hk voyage any- 
where in a dead calm. The best wind for anything, in the 
long run, k a wide wind. If it blows aft, how k he to get 
badk? 

^ Let no man wax pale, therefore, because of opposition. 
Opposition k what he wants, and must have, to be good for 
anything. Hfffdship k the native soil of manhood and sdf- 
rdianee. He that cannot abide the storm without flinching or 
qaaiKng, strips himself in the sunshine, and lays down by the 
wayside, to be overlooked and foi^otten. 

^ He who but braces himself up to the struggle, when the 
winds blow, gives up when they are done, and Mis asleep 
in the sttUness that fbUows." 

It k no use fer one to stand in the shade and oomfdain that 
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the 8im does not shine upon him. He most oome out reso- 
kitelj on the hot and dostj field where aU are compelled to 
antagonize with stabbom difficulties, and perdnaciouslj strive 
until he conquers, if he would deserve to be crowned. He 
must be willing cheerfully to sacrifice everything to this one 
design, like the ancient statuary who, seeing the fire of the 
fiimace, wherein he melted bronze to cast his statue, about to 
become extinguished, cast in his furniture, the bed of his chil- 
dren, and even the frame-work o£ his house, consenting to con- 
sume everything rather than that his great woik should re- 
main incomplete. 

Most persons relinquish their pursuit at the very moment 
when they are most bound to persevere ; ihey are already 
near the mouth of the cave, and if they would only press on a 
little further they would soon see daylight Remember that 
it is the last blow that fells the tree. Many preplaced wdghts 
may have burdened the dephant, but it is the last ounce hud 
on that breaks his back. A strong fortification is won, not by 
haphazard shots which wound it in a thousand different places 
and pierce it through in none ; but by directing the battery to 
some one point in persevering attack, until an avenue is shat- 
tered down for victorious hosts to enter and take possesdon. 
Iron, and even the hardest steel, is blunted on rock by a sin- 
^e blow ; but the softest water, by continually fiUling in the 
same place, scoops a hollow in adamant, and bores its way 
through flint and granite. A little worm, stardng at the bot- 
tom of the Pacific Ocean, by persevering toil, builds up vast 
islands of coral, against which the staunchest ships are dash- 
ed, and whereon whole colonies of men may live. Examples 
abound everywhere, suggesting that the mdody most gratefol 
to the ear of nature's God, is ^ the far^heard panting of divine 
endeavor." 

It is impossible to over-estimate the amount of success that 
may be achieved to one's own fortunes and the common weal 
by the single act of a devoted hero^ at some critical moment 
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wben ordinary diieftams quail. Take tlie case of the libera- 
tor of Switzerland, as celebrated in the verse of Montgomery. 

" Make way for liberty I" — ^he cried; 
Made way for liberty, and died ! — 

It must not be : this day, thi« hoar, 
Annihilates the oppressor's power ! 
All Switzerland is in the field, 
She will not fly; she cannot yield — 
She must not fall ; her better fat5 
Here gives her an immortnl date. 
Few were the mflbbers she ooald boast; 
Bat every freeman was a host, 
And felt as though himself were he, 
On whose sole arm hung victory. 

It did depend on one indeed ; 
Behold him'- Arnold Winkelried ! 
There soands not to the tramp of fame 
The echo of a nobler name. 
Unmarked he stood amid the throng, 
In rumination deep and long, 
Till you might see, with sudden grace, 
The very thought come o'er his face ; 
And, by the motion of his form, 
Anticipate the bursting atorm; 
And, by the uplifting of his brow, 
Tell where the bolt would strike, and how. 

But 'twas no sooner thought than done ! 
The field was in a moment won : — 
** Make way for liberty !** he cried. 
Then ran, with arms extended wide, 
As if his dearest fHend to clasp ; 
Ten spears he swept within his grasp : 
" Make way for liberty !** he cried, 
Their keen points met from side to side ; 
He bowed amongst them like a tree. 
And thus made way for liberty. 

Swift to the breach his comrades fly; 
" Make way for liberty T they cry. 
And through the Austrian phalanx dart. 
As rushed the spears through Arnold's heait ; 
17 
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While instantaneoos as his fall, 
Boat, rttin, panic, scattered all : 
An earthquake could not overthrow 
A city with a surer blow. 

Thus Switzerland again was free ', 
Thus death made way for liberty ! 

The character aod conquest of the invincible champion ia 
ever the same. A Lacedaemonian died while writing with his 
own blood on a rock — ^ Sparta has conquered T 

But, O, there is an illustration higher and better than any 
derived from mere ear^ly annals. Jesus veiled his glory in 
the skies ; shrouded divinity in mortalitj, and, with godhead 
and humanity coalesced in his person, entered the lists with 
more than mortal strife against the powers of hell. He drank 
the bitter cup with sublimer resignation than the sages of earth 
ever knew; contended victoriously where finite champions 
must inevitably have been destroyed; fell, like the strong 
man, destroying his foes by his death ; persevered on our be- 
half in all the fearM descent from llie august thrcme of the 
Eternal to the stony floor of the cold and gloomy s^uldu-e ; 
that Hope's sweet fotmtain might gush up for mankind in 
Golgotha, and Salvation plant her banner with hnmortal tri- 
umph at the portal of the conquered tomb. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

PERSEVERANCE.— (continued.) 

In the preceding chapter, it was said that perseveninoe is 
the Boasts impulse o£ the firmest souls, and the discipline of 
the noblest virtues. Herein we proceed to show that the early 
possession and active exercise of this quality, is the guaranty 
of acquisitions the most invigorating in their use and the most 
valuable in their intrinsic worth. 

The diUgent pupil in the school of stem necessity, is often 
the most successful competitor in the race of life, and, as he 
runs, most enjoys ^ the sober certainty of waking bliss." They 
become seasonably acquainted with realities, and are skilful 
in assigning to each object its relative worth. They are not d 
the class who " misuse the bounteous Pan, and think the god's 
amiss; but are contented with a frugal livelihood, provided 
they can enjoy the luxury of being constantly employed. 
Herein consists that noble and virtuous discipline to which we 
have before referred, but which on the former occasion we had 
not sufficient time fully to describe. ^ What of ail things be- 
longing to virtue is not laborious?" inquired Chrysostom. 
^ God hath parted virtue with us, and neither hath left all to 
be in us, lest we should be elated to pride, nor himself hath 
taken aU, lest we should decline to sloth. Indeed the very na- 
ture and essence of virtue doth consist in the most difficult 
and painful efforts of soul ; in the extirpating rooted preju- 
dices and notions from our understanding ; in bending a stiff 
will, and rectifying crooked inclinations ; in overruling a re- 
bellious temper ; in curbing eager and importunate appetites ; 
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in taming wild paasicMis ; in withstanding violent t^nptadmis ; 
in snnnoanting many difficulties, and sostaining many troubles ; 
in straggling with Yarious unruly lusts within, and encounter- 
ing many stout enemies abroad, which assault our reason, and 
war ctgcdfut our smd; m such exercises its very being lieth; 
its birth, its growth, its substance dependeth on them ; so that 
frmn any discontinuance or remission of them it would soon 
decay, languish away, and perish. If travelling in a rough 
way ; if travelling up a steep hill ; if combatting stem foes, 
and fighting sharp battles ; if crossing the grain of our nature 
and desires ; if ecmtinnaUy holding a strict rein over all our 
parts and powers, be things of labor and trouble, then gready 
sudi is the practice <^ virtue." 

When enthusiasm of design is associ^ed with sobriety of 
calculation, and both are crowned with industrious resolve, 
success nmst be the result It was the happy combinadcm of 
these qualities that rendered Wilberforce so well qualified to 
perform the duties of his great mission. Says an English 
writer, ^ It required all his perseverance, all his entJiusiasm, 
aU that faculty of resistance to the petty harassing difficulties 
which etemaUy rose up against him, increasing as he ad- 
vanced ; that happy constitution of mind which kept him still 
fresh and sanguine in the midst of disappointments ; that for- 
tunate blindness of zeal which ^labled him net to see impedi- 
ments of a kind which would have seriously interfered with the 
amour propre of other men ; that enduring faith which sus- 
tained him through good and evil ; and that vanity — for vani- 
ty he had, supreme and towering — which carried him like a 
butterfly to the end. Wilberforce was the only man who could 
have worked on in Parliament for the abolition with the requi- 
site one-idead energy. He was not a man for a cri»s, but a 
man for a continuance ; a great man for a ocmimittee — a great 
ffltter — a great sifler qf small facts — a man not to be put down 
by fatigue so long as it bore upon his own paramount object — 
a man who had always a quimtity of papers and oorreflpond- 
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eaoe in his pocket about ciueltiea and atrocities, which be 
whipped out and read at every opportunity — ^who never met 
you in the street, but he had a new fact to tell you about the 
horrors of slaveiy — ^who contrived to insinuate that one sub- 
ject into every company and every topic of conversation — 
and who grew so completely identified with it, that, whenever 
he made his aj^arance, or wherever you fell in with his 
name, he at once brought the question to your mind, and set 
you thinking about the poor blacks. All this made Wilber- 
foroe, personally, very troublesome ; and, in spite of the toler- 
ation which the amenity of his manners secured for him, peo- 
ple often tried to keep dear of him as well as they could 
without offence. JBtU tkis was the only way in wMch the ab(h 
Utioa could have been carriecL 

" Attempt the end, and never stand to doubt ; 
Nothing's so hard, but search will find It out." 

The difficulties which Columbus had to encounter, and the 
stupendous results of his perseverance, are well understood. 
He traversed an unknown sea until distrust and despair drove 
his crew to mutiny. The heavens darkened over him and the 
angry billows howled around ; all the omens were inauspicious, 
and any heart less firm and persevering than his would have 
ordered the ship about. But he continues to watch and pray 
at the helm, until the storm subsides, signs of land ^pear, and 
a new world is found. 

" Perseverance is a Soman virtue, 
Tliat wins each godlike act, and plucks success 
Even from the spear-proof crest of rugged danger." 

The great utility of perseverance is frequently illustrated in 
the ilepartments of practical art and science, as well as in the 
higher walks of religious enterprise. Coleridge thought thc^ 
<^ the most extraordinary and the best attested instance of «i- 
thusiasm existing in conjunctjion with perseverance, is rdated 
17* 
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of tke fmmder of the Folej family. This Bum, who was a 
fiddler, living near Stourbridge, was (^en witness of the uo- 
mense labw and loss of time caused by dividing the rods of 
iron neeessary in making nails. The disootery of the pxooess 
called s{^tting, in works called splitting4m£b, was first mada 
in Sweden, and the consequences of this advanee in lut were 
most disastrous to the maau&etorers of isoa aiboot Stoorbiidge* 
Foley the fiddler was sh<»rtly missed firom his acoostomed 
nmnds, and was not again seen for many y^ars. He had men* 
tally resolved to ascertain by what means the process of q^ift* 
ting of bars of iron was accomplished ; and, withcait commmu- 
ealing his intention to a single human bemg, he proeeeded to 
Hull, and thence, without funds, worked his passage to the 
Swedish iron-port. Arrived in Sweden, he be^ed and fiddled 
his way to the iron-foundries, where, after a time, he became 
a universal favorite with the workmen ; and, from the appa- 
rent entiro absence of intelligence or anything like ultimate 
object, he was received into the works,, to every part of which 
he had access. He took the advantage thus offered, and hav- 
ing stored his memory with (^ervati<ms and all the combina* 
lions, he disappeared from among his kind friends as he had 
a{^eai«d, no one knew whence or whither. 

^ On his return to England he communicated his voyage 
and its rosults to Mr. Knight and another person in the neigh- 
bochood, with whom he was associated, and by whom liie 
necessary buildings were erected and machinery provided. 
When at length everything was prepared, it was found that 
the machinery would not act, — ^at all events, it did not answer 
the sole end of its erection — ^it would not split the bar of iron. 

^ Foley disappeared again, and it was concluded that shame 
and mortification at his failure had driven him away forever. 
Not so : again, though somewlmt more speedily, he found his 
way to the Swedish iron-works, where he was received most 
joyfully, and, to make sure of their fiddler, he was lodged in 
the splitting-mill itself. Here was the very aim and end of 
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Ms lile attained beyond his utmost hope. He examined the 
works, and very soon discovered the cause of his failm*e. He 
now made drawings or rude tracings, and, having abided an 
ample time to veriiy his observations, and to impress them 
dearly and vividly on his mind, he made his way to the port, 
and onoe more returned to England. This time he was com- 
pletely BQccessfiil, and by the results of his experience en- 
vidhed himself and greatly benefited his countrymen." 

I^ese ^uete ilkistrate the divine declaralaon, that worl^y 
minds, engaged in selfish and perishable enterprise, are wiser 
in their generation than the children of light But what mo- 
mentous eonsiderations urge upon the friends of God the duty 
of careful observation and patient tdL 

*'Let as tben be up and doing:, 
With a heart for every fate ; 
Still aehicvingi still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait.^' 

If wi&dom is the head, and honesty the heart, enei^tic in- 
dustry is the right hand of every exalted vocation ; without 
which the sHrewdest insight is blind^and the best intentions 
are i^rtive. An indolent and timid man is qualified for no 
important office^ no high calling, no responsible station among 
men ; he is a mere effigy of humanity, incumbering and an- 
noying the world. 

" Who's born for sloth ? To some we find 
The ploughshare's atinual toil assigned ; 
Some at the sounding anril glow ; 
Some the swift-sliding shuttle throw ; 
Some, studious of the wind and tide, 
From pole to pole ourjcomraerre guide ; 
While some, of genius more rcfin'd, 
With head and tongue assist mankind. 
In every rank, or gi'cat or small, 
'Tis Industry supports us all." 
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DUigenee is the mother of good luck, and the preeonor to 
certain and abundant rewards. 

" For Hercules himself must yield to odds ; 
And many strokes, tlio* with a little axe, 
Hew down, and fell the hardest timberd oak." 

Says an old and profound English divine, ^ To industrious 
study is to be ascribed the invention and perfection of all those 
arts whereby human life is civilized, and the world cultivated 
with numberless accommodations, ornaments, and beauties. 

^ All the comely, the stately, the pleasant and useful works 
which we do view with delight, or enjoy with comfort, Indus* 
try did contrive them, industry did frame them. 

^ Industry reared those magnificent fabrics, and those com- 
modious houses ; it formed those goodly pictures and statues ; 
it raised those convenient causeways, those bridges, those aque> 
ducts ; it planted those fine gardens with various flowers and 
fruits ; it clothed those pleasant fields with com and grass ; it 
built those ships, whereby we plough the seas, reaping the 
commodities of foreign regions. It hath subjected all creatures 
to our conmiand and service, enabling us to subdue the fiercest, 
to catch the wildest, to render the gentler sort most tractable 
and useful to us. It taught us, from the wool of the sheep, 
from the hair of the goat, from the labors of the silk-worm, to 
weave us clothes to keep us warm, to make us fine and gay. 
It helped us from the inmost bowels of the earth to fetch divers 
needful tools and utensils. 

^ It collected mankind into cities, and compacted them into 
orderly societies, and devised wholesome laws, under shelter 
whereof we enjoy safety and peace, wealth and plenty, mutual 
succor and defence, sweet conversation and beneficial com- 
merce. 

" It by meditation did invent all those sciences whereby our 
minds are enriched and ennobled, our manners are refined and 
polished, our curiosity is satisfied, our life is benefited. 
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^ WhtX u tbere which we admire, or wherein we detigfat, 
that pleaseth our mind, or gratifieth our sense, for the which 
we are not beholden to industry ? 

^ Doth any country flourish in wealth, in grandeur, in pros- 
perity ? It must be imputed to industry, to the industry of its 
gOTemors settling good order, to the industry of its people fol- 
lowing profitable occupations ; so did Cato, in that notaUe ora- 
tkm of his in SaUust, tell ihe Boman senate, that it was not by 
tibe fi»ce of their arms, but by the industry of their aneestcHS, 
that the commonwealth did arise to such a pitch of greatness. 
When sloth creepeth in, then all things corrupt and decay ; 
then the public State doth sink into disorder, penury, and a 
disgraced condition.'* 

Providence has clearly ordained, that the only path fit and 
salutary for man on earth, is the path of persevering fortitude— 
the unremitting struggle of deliberate self-preparation and 
humble but active reliance on divine aid. Such persons are 
the elect spirits, chosen to glorify God in serving mankind; 
ihey are the luminous expounders of heavenly designs, the 
predestined torch-bearers who transmit primitive wisdom and 
cheering promise from the beginning to the consummation of 
the world. Their sublime course heriB below was symbolized 
by what the observant child saw when he inquired, 

*' What is that, mother? 

The eagle, my boy, * 
Proadly careering his course of joy, 
Firm, in his own moantain vigor relying ; 
Breasting the dark storm ; the red bolt defying \ 
His wing on the wind, and his eye on- the sun, 
He swerves not a hair, but bears onward, right on. 
Boy, may the eagle's flight ever be thine ; 
Onward, and upward, and true fo the line/* 

It was not the magnitude of the Grecian army, nor the mar- 
tial skill of Achilles their leader, that conquered the great dty 
of Troy, bat the ten years of their perseverance* As Chris- 
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tians, we have fiercer foes to fight and nobler conquer to win, 
than had the armies of pagan nations. Let ns remember the 
moral laws under which we live, and l^am to use means as 
well as exercise ^EUth. He who kneels in his field to pray, 
without weeding it ; and he who assumes the attitude of devo- 
tion in his boat) without pulling the oar, will neither deserve 
nor receive the fulness of the divine blessing. Our hands 
must toil while our supplications ascend, if we hope to be heard 
with acceptance. Caratach, in Fletcher's Bonduca, when ad- 
monished to inquire into the mind of the god Andate, replies, 

" His hiddei^ meaning lies in onr endeavors, 
Oar vatora are oar best gods.'* 

There is mu«h truth in this. If 70U are a true man, you can 
work your way up in the world faster than any combination 
of knaves can lie you down. ^' Be just and fear not" Keep a 
pure conscience by being constantiy employed in doing good ; 
whether it blow hot or blow cold, never mind, press toward the 
mark. Pertinent and orthodox is the following exhortation 
by George A. Light : 

Never doabt a righteoas caase; 
Go ahead, 
Throw yourself completely in ; 
Conscience shaping all your laws, 
Manfully, through thick and thin, 
60 ahead. 

Do not ask who'll go with you ; 
Gro ahead : 
Numbers ! spurn the coward's plea ! 
If there be but one or two, 
Single handed though it be; 
Go ahead ! 

Though before yon mountains rise, 
Gro ahead : 
Scde them ?— certainly you can : 
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Let them prondly dare the skies ; 
What are mountains to a man ! 
Go ahead. 

Thongfa fierce watere round yon dash : 

Go ahead ; * 

liet no hardship haffle you : 
Though the heavens roar and flash, 
Still undaunted, firm and true, 
Go ahead. 

The disciple of Christ has the highest motives to impel him 
in the path of exalted and urgent enterprise. What was the 
persisting energy which built the pyramids of Egypt, or the 
Chinese wall, conquered the old worid in Alexander, or in Co- 
lumbus discovered the new, — compared with the undertaking 
which through Christian instrumentality aims to enlighten 
and save the race of mankind? Surely we should not be 
weary in well doing, but be always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. Weariness, disappointment and despondency are inci- 
dent to all persons, it is true ; but it is equally certain that un- 
der such circumstances we should never surrender ourselves 
to unmanly fears. 

'* Sink not beneath imaginary sorrows ; 
Call to your aid your courage and your wisdom ; 
Think on the sudden change of human scenes j 
Think on the mighty power of awful virtue ; 
Think on that Providence that guards the good.*' 

We are bound to hold on, and hold out in the ways of God 
and duty, in the absence of all outward encouragements, and 
in the fiioe of all* outwfffd discouragements. It is this 
apint of indomitable perseverance that crowns ail worthy 
heroes. ^ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life." If you have begun in the Spirit, do not end 
in the flesh. Let consistency and virtuous activity be your 
chief glory. Be not a child of God in the morning, and a 
childof the devil at night. Neither be neglectful of your soul. 
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nor recreant to the Savioor to whom, it islK^)ecl, yon have ooii- 
secrated the best services of your life. Follow the Lanrib 
whitheiBoever he goeth, though others choose to fdlow the 
prophet who decdves and the beast that destroys. 

£nongh, perhaps, has already been addaoed to show, thai 
upright perseverance is the guaranty of acquisitions the most 
invigorating and valuable. In all such labor there is tibe 
greatest profit. Says Barrow, ^' Let us consider, that industry 
doth afford a lasting comfort, deposited in the memory and 
eonscience of him that practiseth it It will ever, upon his 
reviewing the passages of his life, be sweet to him to behold 
in them testimonies and monuments of his diligence ; it will 
please him to consider, that he hath lived to purpose, having 
done somewhat considerable ; that he hath made an advanta- 
geous use of his time ; that he hath well husbanded the talents 
committed to him ; that he hath accomplished (in some mea- 
sure) the intents of Grod's bounty, and made some return jfor 
his excellent giils. What comfort, indeed, can any man have, 
yea, how sore remorse must he feel, in reflecting upon a life 
spent in unfruitful and unprofitable idleness ? 

^ Hope doth ever wait on industry : and what is more de- 
lightful than hope ? This is the incentive, the support, the 
condiment of all honest labor ; in virtue whereof the husband- 
man toileth, the merchant trudgeth, the scholar ploddeth, the 
soldier dareth with alacrity and courage, not resenting any 
pains, nor regarding any hazards, which attend their under- 
takings: this the holy apostles tell us did enable them with 
joy to sustain all their painful w<H*k and hazardous warfere; 
enjoining us also as to work tmthffory so to refaice in hape.^ 

Christ has never said unto us wait, without at the same 
time oomman^g us to work ; in^e gospel, watchfulness and 
industry are inseparably conjoined. Whatever in one portioir 
of Holy Scripture is called the gift of God, will in other pwv 
tions be stated as the result of industry. What God said to 
Joshua expresses (he general mode of the divine pro c ee d i n g, 
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^ Ch^ be thou strong and eoarftgeotis--4iiat thou mayest pros- 
per wluftbemever thoQ goest.'' Whaterer we are directed to 
frmj fi»v we are also exhorted to woik for ; we are not per- 
nitted to moek Jebovah, asking that of him which we deem 
not wwrth our pains to acquire. Says an old writer, ** Hence 
God m aU saeh cases, when we do need anj good thing, is 
said to be onr hdiper and suceorer to the obtaining it ; which 
4oth imfdj that we most cooperate with him, and join our 
ftroes to those which he doth a£brd; so that as we can do 
Botiiing without hhn, so he will do notlung without us ; yea, 
80 that sometime we are said also to help God ; Ourse ye Me- 
rozy curse ye bUterly ih» inkoMUnOs thereof; hecenuse they came 
net to the hdp of the Lord^ to the help of the Lord agmnst the 
mdyhty. If ever God doth perform all without human labor 
oonspirii^, it is only in behalf of those who are ready to do 
their best, but unable to do anything, being overpowered by 
t^e insuperable difficulty of things ; but he never doth act 
miiadies, or oontrc4 nature ; he never doth stretch forth his 
arm, or interpose special power, in favor of wilful and aflfected 
duggards. 

^ Indeed each virtue hath its peculiar difficulty, needing 
mtibh labor to master it: litith is called ^ toork of faikh; 
and it is no such easy work' as may be imagined, to bring our 
hearts unto a thorough persuasion about truths crossing our 
sensual conceits, and controlling our peevish humors ; unto a 
perfect submission of our understanding, and resignation of our 
wffl to whatever Giod teacheth or prescribetli ; to a firm reso- 
hftbn of a^ering to that profession, which exacteth of us so 
mudbi pains, and exposeth us to so many troubles. 

** Charity is also a laborious exercise of many good works ; 
and he that will' practise it must in divers ways labor hardly: 
he most labor in vmding from his soul many dispositions deeply 
radicated therein by nature, opinion, and custom ; envy, fro- 
wardness, stubbornness, perverse and vain selfishness ; from 
wbmoe wiatth, revenge, spite, and malice do spring forth. He 
18 
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wnt; kdbor in cffsetoal p«tl«naiiee ef aft fsod eOoe^ tfndki 
ciclimg all oocasieiis of ddUg good; he mosl exezt that fainr 
9/l<W9jWheTefii 8t Paid doHi speak; he mml (» tfast Mf 
apoitle ditectetb, hoi €mky in preeept, bat bjlub mm pmstkss^ 
wofk with hb own kand% that ke maj sapply the wants «fliHi 
Neighbor. 

^ Hope itsdf (which one w&M think, when gromidoi w«y^ 
dMuM be a no less ^isf than p leaaaat dul j) dolh need mnii 
labor to j^reseire it safe^ straight, and stadble, ameng tilte many 
wwv^es and MUowt of t&XMjpia&m assaying to shake aad-oAi- 
▼ertit; wkeneea/Kiifiencd o/*Acip« KreeoimneiidedtoiiB; and 
we so often aie exhorted to h<dd k het, to keep it safe, fin^ 
and unshaken fo the end." 

llie ^906tle Paul has iUustrated ibis theme with maaj raaa> 
terlj delineations* Bat ki every pioture, he ^ow» us the 
Ouistian hero on the stretch — all «neigy*-^very &colty in 
ugentpiursBit; nothing divei^g him &om the gj!(»noii8 erown 
m preset, towards Iriuch with ineessant effort he urges hn 
way« And the most solacnnly inqiortant consideration <m this 
snbject is, that the utmost watchfolness and perseverance we 
can oB^ley wffl only just bw^y iM^g us to i^ goal and re- 
ward of et^nal joy. If the righteous are 9emred^ saved, wkem 
wffl the ungodly appear? Let us awake to rij^teousBess and 
sm not. Fwgettii^ the things belund, and reaching forth to^tiie 
things wludi are before, let us press toward the mark and jniae 
of the upward ealfing. Being at peace with God and man, lot 
us trust and not be alraid. In the language of Bev. JaiMs 
Hamilton of London : ^ Having made a wise and driib^alo 
selection of a business, go on with it— go through with ik 
Persevering mediocrity is much m^e respectidile) and un- 
speakably more useful, than talented inconstancy^ In the 
heathery turf you will often find a plant chiefly remaikaUe 
for its peculiar roots : from the main stem down to the nnmi- 
test fibre, you will find them all abruptly terminate as if i^om 
or bitten off; and the silly superstiti«i of the eou^iy p o o pkt 
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•ito g w liMt «aee on « time k was a plant ef ongdar ^p^t/emcj 
fer healing all sortfi of maladies, and therefore the great enemj 
^muk in his maMgnitj Hi off the roofs in whieh its virtues 
re si dod . Hiis plant, widi lUs qnamt history, is a very good 
omhiem of maaj weU^Beanii^ but Mttle-eieeting people. 
1^ effieacy of every good w<»^ lies in its completion ; and afl 
thor good worim tenmoafee itoipdy, and are left off imftush- 
ed. The devil frustrates Hyekr efficacy by cutttog off the^ 
ends ; their unprofitable history is made up of plans and pro- 
jMte, sflhemes of usefcdness that were never gone about, and 
HU^nifieent onderta^Bgd that were never carried forward; 
aadeftiesthat wove set a going, then left to shift for themsdves, 
and fcriom beings who to a time were taken up and instruct- 
ed, and just when they wiere beginning to show symptoms of 
MH^iwement, w&pe cast 6b the worid again. But others there 
are, who, before beginning to build, count the cost, and having 
e aM oe tod thdr materials, and laid their foundations deep and 
broad, go on to rear thenr sfmeture, indifferent to more tempt- 
ing s^eoies and sublime enterprises subsequently suggested. 
The man who |»t>vides a home ^ a poor neighbor, is a greater 
benefiMJtw of the poor ihaaa. he who lays the foundatioa of a 
stately ahnshouse and never dnishes a single apartment The 
persevering teacher who guides one child into the saving 
knowledge of C^uist and leads him on to estaiUished habits of 
]^ety, is a mm^ usefol man than his friend who gathers in a 
room-full of ragged children, after a few weeks of waning 
«eal, tiHus them all adrift on the streets agam. The patriot 
who set his heart on aboliidiing the slave4rade, and after 
twenty years of rebuffs and revilings, of tantalized hope and 
disiq[»pointed e£R>rt, at last su0oeeded*--achieved a greater work 
than if he had set afloat all possible schemes of philanthropy, 
and then left them, one after the olher, to smk or swim. So 
short is life, that we can afford to lose none of it in abortive 
undertakings ; and once we are assured that a given work is 
one whieh is worth our while to do, it is true wisdom to set 
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about it instantljy and once we have begun it, it is tme eeon- 
omj to finish it" 

Honest desires and perseyefing effi»l8 are sore to render 
the path to success both plain and easy. While die slothful 
sits down bj the side of his hedge of thonis in despondency ; 
the righteous man, intent on domg good to the greatest possi* 
ble amount, goes forth like a giant rejoicing to run a race, 
and if he does not find a way open before him he will surely 
make one. 

<< Seest thou a man di%ent in his business ? he shall stand 
before kings ; he shall not stand befi>re mean men." The en- 
ei^getic and persisting worker for God and man, shall stand— 
as Joseph, Nehemiah, and Daniel stood^ before the mighty of 
earth, themselves crowned with the greatest might The spirit 
of active enterprise, even without godliness, <^n paves the 
way to worldly emolument. Pharoah chose Joseph's brethren, 
as << men of activity," to be rulers of his cattle. Jeroboam 
owed his elevation in Solomon's house- to his '^ industrious" 
habits. But when a man << serves the Lord in fervency of 
spirit," faithfully improving. his time and talents in view of 
future and eternal retribudcHi, he shall stand before the Elng 
of kings with unspeakable honor, wkh unclouded glory, and 
amid the acclamations of a rejoicing universe shall hear the 
language of commendation and recompense — ^'^Well done! 
good and faithfiil servant; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord." 

Child of earth and earthly sorrows — child of God and im- 
mortal hq>es— arise &om thy sadness, gird up the loins of thy 
mind, and with unfaltering energy press towards thy rest and 
reward on high, singing as you go^-- 

" Never give up, it is wiser and better 
Always to hope than once to despair ; 
Fling off the load of doubt's cankering fetter 
And break the dark spell of tyrannical care. 
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Never gire up ! or die baithen may sink yoa — 
Frovideiiee kindly has mingled the cap, 
And in all trials or troubles, bethink yon, 
The watchword of life most be, Never give up I 

N^Ter give apt there are chances and changes, 
Helping the hopeful a hnndred to one ; 
And, through the chaos High wisdom airanges 
Ever success — if you*ll only hope on. 
Never give up I for the wisest is boldest, 
Knowing that Providence mingles the cap ; 
And of all maxims the best as the oldest, 
U the tsae watehwocd of Never fpae up ! 

Never give up ! though the grape-shot may ratde. 
Or the full tluinder clood over you burst ; 
Stand like a lod^and the storm or the*battle 
Jattle shall harm you, though doing their want 
Never give up ! if adversity presses. 
Providence wisely has mingled the cup ; 
And the best counsel in all your distresses 
Is the stout watchword of Never give up f* 



18* 



Digitized 



by Google 



CHAPTER XV. 

SINCERITY; 
OR, THE IRRESISTIBLB PERSUADER. 

Sats Solomon, in Proverbs 15: 26, **The thonghts of the 
wicked are an abomination to the Lord : but the words of the 
pure are pleasant words." The translation of the latter phrase 
is perhaps more literal, and more cftarlj expressive of the 
wise man's thought, — ^the words of the pure are words of 
pleasantness." We take the meaning to be this : the sincerity 
of a true man so pervades his whole spirit and beautifies his 
language, that his society is the most attractive ; his speedi 
the most forcible ; and his influence die most benign. Let us 
devek>p and enforce these three points. 

In the first place, the companionship of the sincere is most 
attradive to all the meritorious. Poljbius has said that ^Of 
all the divinities that nature has discovered to the mind of 
man, the most beautiful is Truth." We may add, that devo- 
tion at her shrine tends to adorn the intellect as well as en- 
noble the heart ; sudi worship renders the devotee attractiYe, 
and inspires him with the sublimest zeal. We wonder at tiie 
artist, who patiently sits in his darkened studio year after 
year, and with delicate hair-lines adds tint after tint to the 
slowly elaborated masterpiece. But this assiduity is easily ex- 
plained by the £hct, that his prolonged labor is his intenseet 
delight. His love of the beautiM and true in art is the spring 
of his devotion, the inspiration of his excellence, «dA the 
guarantee of success. A smoere desire to im{»ove one's self 
for wide and exalted ends will illuminate even a dull intelket, 
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and make the aspirant aftlractiTe to all sxoaad. Glowing 
with a passiaoate fondness for truth the soul expands to re- 
ceive that which it adores, and loving to stand in tt^e son, it 
asfflmilates itself to the transparent pnrity that surroonds it 
The fiurest of the graces is sincerity. They who trulj loTe 
the hi^est duty and ^ holiest law, go from the sweet chari- 
ties of finendship and recondite pursuits, still more ardently to 
coDflecrate themselves to the happiness of mankind ; and re- 
turning from, the weariness of public toil, enjoy private intt* 
macy with greater delight. 

" It is not in the power 
Of Painting or of Sculpture to express 
Aught so divine as the fair form of Truth ! 
The creatures of their art may catch the eye 
But her sweet nature captirates the soul." 

The siaeere bv^ of peace and righteousness verifies to him- 
self and all the world that <<He is a freeman wiM»n the timth 
midces free, and all are slaves beside." His ktent virtues 
redder him fascinating, and his pirity a£ purpose is a ccxMrtaat 
source of solace and defence. Says Barrow, ^ A man that is 
oonsdons to himself of a solid worth and virtue, of having hon- 
est intentions, of having performed good deeds, is satisfied 
with the fruits of inward comfort and outward approbation, 
which they do yield; he therefore will scorn to se^ the bet- 
tering himself by the discredit of others ; he will not by so 
mean a practice adulterate that worth, in whidi he feeleth suf- 
fideni complacence ; he rather doth like that others should 
enjoy their due commendation, as justifying his own daim 
thereto ; he willingly payeth it, because he may justly dennnd 
it $ and because withholding it from another may^prejudioe his 
own right thereto : but he that is senable of no good qualities 
in hnnself, that is conscious of no worthy actions that he hath 
done, to breed a satisfaction of mind, or build a reputation up- 
on, would pleaae himself in making others as fitik better than 
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liimteKf as he can, would gromd a kmd of ett&tt np&Kk the 
nrina and rabbiali of aaother^s fame^ When he kaoweth he 
eamiol M^e by his ovn ligl^ he woilld seem leas ofasoore 1^ 
edipeiBg the brightness of ottos, and shutting out liK day 
from about him; oonceiving ihai all things look alike in Ubib 
daik, and that bad appeareth not bad where no good is near. 

^ As also a good man liketili worth and virtue, because they 
resemble what he disoemeth in himself; so evB men hate 
them, because they do not find Uiemselyes masters of them; 
they are like the fox, who said the grapes were sour, because 
he could not reach them ; and that the hare was dry meal^ be- 
cause he could not catch her. A detractor therefore is always 
a bad man, and wanteth those good qualities which he would 
disparage.'* 

It is a principle never to be overlooked, thai those who 
have the scantiest merits of their own are the least disposed 
to reeogniiBe aod reward the merits of others. Because they 
aire insiiwere, they as^wwe false appeaiwooes, and can aevi^ 
be relied on, since their real intentions can nev^ be undiM>> 
stood. On the contrary, the sincere m$xi always is as be ap- 
pean^ and may honcwaUy assert, 

" I cannot hide what I am: J most be 
Sad when I have^a cause, and smile at no man^s 
Jests ; eat when I have stomach, and wait for 
No man's leisare ; deep when I am drowsy, 
And tend on no man's businesi ; laugh when I 
Am merry, and claw bq mm in his htunor.** 

Says Isaiah, <' Befadld thou deairest trMth in the inwaid 
part." Morally we aie not to be like oarsmen in a boat, look^ 
ing one way and pulling another. We are not to gaze hea- 
ven-ward in our sacred professions, and work heU-ward in our 
daily business and ooayersatiMi. Let our hearts be meere 
before God, remembering that couaterieited piety is double 
impiety. The plainer the ctianiond is, thegiealer is its wertbi 
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and the more purely luoid the heart is^ the more doth God 
Take this best jewel on earth. A Httle sterling gold, though 
obeeored, is far better than a great deal of burnished and os- 
tentatious brass. A sincere heart is God's most precious cur- 
rency, coined fix>m the bullion of divine grace, and bears a 
premium throu^iout the universe. 

He who sang the Course of Time, finely described the mil* 
lennial day when this grace universally prevailed* 

" Love took thte place of law ; wherever you met 
A man, yoa met a friend, sincere and true. 
Kind looks foretold as kind a heart within ; 
Words as they sonnded, meant ; and promises 
Were made to be performed. Thrice happy days ! 
Philosophy was sanctified, and saw 
Fetfection which she thought a fable Icmg. 
Eevenge his dagger dropped, and kissed the hand 
Of Mercy : Anger cleared his cloudy brow. 
And sat with Peace ; En^'y grew red, and smiled 
On Worth : Pride stooped, and kissed Humility : 
Lust washed bis miry hands, and, wedded, leaned 
On chaste Desire: and falsehood laid aside 
His many-folded cloak, and bowed to Truth : 
And Treachery up from his mining came, 
And walked above the ground witli righteous Faith : 
And Covetousness unclenched his sinewy hand, 
And opened his door to Charity, the fair : 
Hatred was lost in love : and Vanity, 
With a good conscience pleased, her feathers cropped : 
Sloth in the morning rose with industry : 
To Wisdom, Folly turned : and fashion turned 
Deception ofi^, in act as good as word. 
The hand that held a whip was lifted up 
To bliss ; slave was a word in ancient books 
Met only ; every man wa&.free \ and all 
Feared God, and served him day and night in love. 

How fair the daughter of Jerusalem then I 
How gloriously from Zion Hill she looked t 
Clothed with th« lun ; and in her tmin the moon ; 
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And on lier liead a ooraaet of BtMi ; 
And girdiing loiuid her wal^i, with heiMrenly gie9fs^ 
The bow of mercy bright ', and in her hand, 
Immanuers cross — her sceptre, and her hope.*' 

We renuirk, seoondlj, that kmgui^e the most 4mS^e pco^ 
ceeds fix>m the man who is most sincere. 1^ wa^ -to spedt 
with power, or to write words that pierce mankind to die quick, 
and therefore long exist, is to speak and write honesdy. He 
who draws from his own sincere convictions, will toach and thrill 
kindred sentiments in every other breast Hence the wisdom 
of Sidney's maxim,— r-" Look in thy heart, ^and write." He 
who embodies his own deep emotions in the verbiage of his 
tongue and pen, addresses an eteraal audience ; for human na- 
ture is identical, and its highest vernacular never changes. 

A juggler may amuse, but he cannot convince; he may 
even confound the spectator, but he will never persuade him. 
A true man lives not in the show of things but in their sab- 
stance ; his soul is h(H2est, actual, and he lives only in actuali- 
ties. " What he says you may believe, and pawn your soul 
upon it" God made him earnest, and it is his spontaneom 
nature to be in earnest with all the universe of Gk>d. 

" Oh, how much more doth beauty beauteous seem, 
By that sweet ornament which truth doth give ! 
The rose is fair, but fairer we it deem, 
For that sweet odor which doth in it live." 

Neman can be first-rate who is not endowed with deep and 
strong convictions ; he must go to work in right good earnest, 
and will be efficient only so far as he is sincere. An ej^ri- 
enced counselkur once rraaaiked, that he never feared the ef- 
fect upon a jury, of a lawyer who did not believe in his heart 
that his client ought to have a vercQct Among the most pow- 
erful means of influence which eloquence exerts is the convic- 
tion which is entertained of the sincerity of the .^leaker. If 
he lac^ this im^xiHMBil element its aiwetioe will be instindively 
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Mtf and betk the adsoeaile oad kia th<ww) wiU either be 
ne^ected w despised. Deceit may be successfully practised 
IB eveiy other sphete, but in eloquence hypoerky is impossible, 
la the popular mind, reascm may be feeble and ocmsdenoe dull ; 
but th&iDetaaets of our race are store, and ia a mom^it thej 
idll both detect and orademn the insiaeere* 

'' 'T is not the many oaths that make the truth ; 
Bnt the plain single vow that is rowed true." 

8upei^£d minds usually lack sincerity, strong ones never ^ 
iov those who are honest in their advocacy^ right or irt%m§f 
feund their reason and their conduct on felt truth. Mirabeaa 
pisophesied of Bobespieire, ^ That man will accomplish some* 
thing, for he believes every word he says*" This wretched man 
wafr an ill«£^rationof the ^siet that one may be fataUy in ern^r 
and jet be perniciously sincere. The elegant historian Lamar* 
tine, has recently said of him, that, ^ Crushed in the constitu- 
ent Assembly by Miraheau, by Maury, by Cazales ; conquered 
at the Jaeotuns by Danton, by Pethion, by Brftsot ; obscured 
in the Convention by ^ meomparahly superior eloquence of 
Yergoiaud, if he had not been resolutely sustained by the idea 
which burned within him, and by the intrefadity (ji a will that 
felt itself capable of controlling all, because it ^vemed itself,, 
he would a thousand times have renounced the conflict, and 
retired to fobscurity and silence. But to him it was much 
easier to die than to be silent, when his silence would have 
appeared to hhnself a desertion from his oaavictkms* There- 
in lay hie foree* He was a man the most sincere of all the 
Bevolution : behold in this &ct why he was for a long time its 
ebsonre servant, then its Sivorile, tiien it» master, and Anally 
its victmu'' 

Nothing m speeeh is elective that is not genuine. Medioo* 
rity, when sincere, is much more powerful than ^ greatest 
talents perverted to selfish pursuits^ and suborned to the pro- 
motion of hypeccitical designs. Oiur Bible la the most influeD- 
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tial of books, becanae it oonteins the moteivtoogae of all the 
snioere. 

We have addaced an instance whidi shows tiiat even base 
mea are indebted to convictkins that are real for wfaatever 
anocess the j attain ; it should be particidarlj observed, in thn 
connection, that the finest feelings are generaOj associated 
with the finest intellect, and Hne love of troth with the lore of 
goodness. It is the inspired only that inspire. Poets, paint- 
ers, Bcolptors, and the anointed prophets of God, — ardsts m 
every Jdngdom of the beanti^ and orators of every loffy 
strain, are the products md proo& of this truth. Shams are 
fer the superficial and the ^gid, they are sufferable to none 
others, and are impotent in their influezMe on all ; but the sin- 
oerely ard^t soul, bdling up from its profomid depths and 
running over with masses of thought winged with flames of 
emotion, is allied, like a volcano, to all the elements of nature 
and is fed by them. The people of Verona, when they saw 
Dante in the streets, used to say, ^ See, there is the man that 
was in helL** So truthful were his words, so vivid his de» 
Msiptions, that the common people felt that his epic was divine 
* simply, because its author was sincere. The great Italian, 
could say w}th Cato, 

" 'Tis not my talent to conceal my thought*. 
Or carry smiles and sunshine in my face, 
While discontent sits heavy at my heart" 

God touches the lips of the sincere man, as Moses smote the 
rock, and ^ncefprth doctrines the most elevated and conso- 
lations the most grateful, flow forth to the multitudes fanushed 
in the deserts of earth. He toils without rancor, and sees the 
aspiring around him soar without envy, never more happy than 
when the laurels of more fortunate competitors cast a shadow 
upon his own brow. He lives only far the ^ory of his Maker, 
and the advent of superior talents is to him a cheering pro- 
phecy of the speedy realizaftlon of his most ardent desires. In 
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m »oUer mum tlMHi wm cmfimiily expressedt be magmiflA- 
BKMaMEdij exclaims, ^ Sparta bas many a nobler son tban L" 
jM tba yoke of ««eh a man, and m Ua presence fjwajs, aenti- 
oi^nta «riae in Oie emxmmi heart of BMaikind ivbi^ are vor- 
illjof aasweriiigt^bieowik; beftaemate^allby bassmeerit^, 
and mww ev^^tUn^ bj Ibe ati^ngth of tbe convictioiui iritb 
wbicb be is inspired. To him may be applied wbat Carlyle 
said of Bums ; ^ Here axe no fabulous woes or joys ; no hol- 
low, fantastic aiNitiiBentallties ; no wwedrawn refimngs, either 
in thought or feeling : the passion that is traced before us has 
^wed in a living heart ; the opinion he utters has risen in 
his own understanding, and been a light to his own steps. He 
does not write from hearsay, but from sight and experience ; 
k is the scenes he has lived and labored amidst, that he de- 
8cn3>es: those scenes, rade and bumble as they are, have 
kindled beautiful emotions in his soul, noble thoughts, and 
definite lesolves^ and be speaks forth what is in bim,not^m 
any outward call of vanity or interest, but because his heart is 
too full to be silent He speaks it too, with such mdody and 
inodulatian as he can; <in homely rustic jinglef but it is his 
own, und genuine. This is the grand secret for finding read- 
ers and retaining them : let him who would move and con- 
vince others, be first moved and convinced himself/' 

The fountam of truth, like the sacred stream of Dodona, bas 
tbe gifl of enlightening those who seek it, and the power of ig- 
niting with glorious fiames every torch which touches the sur- 
free of its wiuter. But this source of illumination, to be profits 
aUoi must be app»)acbed with a diaoriminat^g mind and sisr 
aere heart, since truth and error are not generally umnixed. 
In the wogpds of Ullmann, << the oonvicticms of men never stand 
over against eadi other m black and white, day and aigbt> 
God and the devil ; but sunshine and shade spread themselves 
over aU inteUeets in many various gradaticMis," The highest 
truth, that iji our holy rdligion, seeks not its favorite defenders 
&9fni those who give it a hasty and uncandid app^vali but 
19 
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from those who greatly pri^ what thej have diMgentlj sooght, 
and who habitually exemplify the excellence they have foond. 
To such votaries the power of truth i» as great as her beauty. 
Though all thhags conspire against her, die conquers alL As 
is said in Esdras, ^ She is the strength, kingdom, pow^, and 
msgesty of all the ages." Her potency is like Hie sword of 
Michael, which, 

• "Prom the armoiy of Clod 

Waif giv^n him temper^ so, that neither keen 
Nor solid might resist that edge : it met 
The sword of Satan, with steep force to smite 
Descending, and in half cut sheer; nor stayed, 
But with swift wheel reverse, deep-entering, shar'd 
All his right side : then Satan first knew pain, 
And writh'd him to and fro conToW'd ; so sore ^ 
The griding sword with difcontisraoas woand 
Passed through him T' 

This leads us to remark, thirdly, that the sincere are not 
only the most attractive, and the most forcible in speedi, but 
their influence every way is the most benign. If tbere is any- 
thing beautiful and sacred on earth, it is the divine constitu- 
tion and invincible power of truth. It is influence the most 
exalted and enduring. Men, by force, elevate empires which 
under force are again speedily reduced to ruin. Cyrus de- 
stroyed the work of Ninus, Alexander that of Cyrus, the Ro- 
mans that of Alexander. Sooner or later, force antagonizes 
with force, one isolated dogma meets and annihilates another ; 
but when truth supreme has conquered the universe, not in 
tihe sense of brutal exertion and carnal weapons, but in the 
spirit of sacrifice, then has it exemplified its inherent immor- 
tality and proved itself divine. And if they are unsophisti- 
cated fishermen that have been instrumental of that kind and 
degree of conquest, — ^if a handful of Galileans have fbunded 
an- empire of conviction all round the globe, then its original 
fierce is evidently supernatural and glorious beyond all power 
of expression. 
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" Sincerity I 
Thou first of virtaes, let no mortal leave 
Thy onward path, although the earth should gape 
And from the gnlph of hell defttmction cry, 
To iake dissimulation's winding way." 

The sincere man is invincible because he is fortified with 
divine strength. ^ Truth isJiis fortress, the rock which is both 
his quarry and his foundation, from which and upon which he 
is immovably built. This invests the heroical soul with an 
immortal charm which cannot be defaced; his influence is 
both perpetual and universfd, since reverence for truth and 
horror at falsehood is latent in every human breast 

The light of truth is essential to man ; without it he perishes^ 
like the ancient astronomer^ made to gaze on innumerable suns 
and competent to interpret the whole physical universe to his 
benighted race, being long imprisoned at Aroetri became im- 
becile and blind. True emotions and sincere words never 
perish. The great heart of humanity gladly receives and em- 
balms every true utterance of the humblest of its o£&pring. 
Monsters and madmen may be canonized, while GalUeo^ 
sightless and friendless, is in prison ; but such enormities can- 
not ofien occur nor long exist. 

'* Some eminent in virtue shall start up, 

Even in perversest time : 
The truths of their pure lips that never die, 
Shall bind the scorpion falsehood with a wreath 

Of everlasting flame, 
Until the monster sting itself to death." 

The advent of truth, like the dawn of day, agitates the ele- 
ments, while it disperses the gloom. But the sincere man 
will not shrink before ill omens ; on the contrary, he will con- 
firm the solidity of his principles by the nobleness with which 
he encounters opposing storms. He thus learns to proclaim 
aloud the sacred maxims of duty in the face of persecution, 
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and to do good for its own sake ; he grows inflamed with new 
zeal for justiee^ when he sees it misunderstood, mutilated, or 
banished ; and returns from the field of high moral conflict, 
more manlj, great, and influential 

** We most not stint 
Oar necessary actions, in the fear 
To cope malieions censurers ; which erer, 
As ravening fishes, do a vcs«el follow, 
That is new trimm'd ; but benefit no farther 
Than rainly longing." 

Truth in its highest form is indispensable to man, consider* 
ed as a moral being, and is above all expedi^icj, all acciden- 
tal consequences* The light we most need is light from hea- 
ren; for what is unaided reason but a benighted traveller 
aeross the tombs ci earth wherein it scatters a little dust? 
'Die first poverty, and the deepest, is the poverty of truth, as 
the first of riches is wealth of wisdom in the 60ul< When a 
man has recognized his Jiighest need and has been enriched 
with truth, he should not exchange his fi>rtune for all the <^tt^ 
lence c^ earth. As sure as God is holy, and the human soul 
immortal, there can be no evil so great as spiritual ignorance^ 
and no peril so great as duty evaded or postponed. It is false 
mercy to allow a poisonous dish ito remain at a feast, because 
certain nutritious viands are connected therewith; let the 
noxious ingredients be removed, that while the palate is grati- 
fied life may not be destroyed. 

In every age men have arisen who in the benign influ- 
ence of their lives proved that sincerity is the element of great- 
est power and the most divine. Such, to adduce another in- 
stance, was Milton. With Bacon, he believed that "Truth, 
though hewn, like the mangled body of Osiris, into a thousand 
pieces, and scattered to the four winds, sliall be gathered limb 
to limb, and moulded, with every joint and member, into an 
immortal feature of loveliness and perfection.*' Not the slight* 
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est doubt seems ever to have passed over his mind, of tlie 
worth, might, and ultimate triumph of truth. With a lofiy in- 
dignation he scorned all aids to her cause, but such as were 
derived from God's good spirit, and man*s free mind. " For 
who knows not," sajs he, ^ that truth is strong, next to the 
Almighty ; she needs no policies, nor stratagems, near licens- 
ings, to make her victorious ; those are the shifts and the de- 
fences that error uses against her power ; give her but room, 
and do not bind her when she sleeps ; for then she speaks not 
true, as the old Proteus did, who spake oracles only when he 
was caught and bound." 

With these convictions of duty, Milton never hesitated in 
his course. 

** He would not flatter KeptuDe for his trident ; 
Or Jove for his power to thunder." 

Living at a time of great spiritual conflicts, and conscious of 
the mighty talents which had been committed to his trust, he 
plunged into the great battles of that age, and nobly contend- 
ed for the rights of mankind. ^ Though he loved peace, he 
loved truth more ; he loved the souls of men ; < which is the 
dearest love, and stirs up to the noblest jealousy.' • He pre- 
ferred his duty before his rest. He knew the toil and danger 
which awaited him ; but he knew also that he had taken his 
part in * the race where that immortal garland is to be run for, 
not without dust and heat' His great soul was in itself gen- 
tle and open as day, and in gentler times would not have ap- 
peared in so warlike a guise. He would willingly have framed 
his measures to the concords of peace ; ^but,' to use again his 
own matchless speech, 'when Grod commsAds to take the 
trumpet, and blow a dolorous or a jarring blast, it lies not in 
man's will what he shall say, or what he shfdl conceal' The 
voice of duty, and the testimony of conscience, were to him 
the command of God ; he did take the trumpet, and blow a 
blast 'of which all Europe rang from side to side;' a blast 
19* 
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which even jet is not silent, but has come echoing down from 
year to year to us of the present, and will still go sounding on^ 
dear toned and thrilling, through the unknown depths of fti- 
ture time, and from region to region of the globe, till nations 
win hear and be roused up, that now are dead, and the heart 
of the whole world shall beat, like the heart of a single eb$aa* 
pion, at the summons of truth and liberty." 

Every great character is based on sincerity. Be he saint 
or zealoty usurper or tyrant, he is nevertheless sincere ; hfi 
has deep and earnest feelings, and so &r he is inspired. 
Moral verities are like the strands of a rope compactly made, not 
one of which can be unduly strained without deranging all the 
rest He whose soul is an unit composed of the greatest mim« 
ber of the most comprehensive truths, is the most strong. 
Says Schiller, ^ To be immortal, live in the whole f and let 
us add, to be superior to the fleeting hour, live for eternity. 
Erasmus may have possessed much strength when he diose 
«^a peaceful error rather than a boisterous truth ;" bat Lothar 
was vastly more potent and benign when in response te his 
learned friend he exclaimed, ^ Peace if possible, but the tsniih 
at any rate V* Under the auspices which such sincerity pro* 
duoed, as' 

" At last the earthquake came^the shock, that hnrlcd 
To dust, in manj fragments dashed and strown, 
The throne, whose roots were in another world, 
And whose far-stretching shadow awed onr own. 
Trom many a proad monastic pile, o'erthrown, 
Fear-stmck, the hooded inmates mshed and fled ; 
The web^ that for a thousand years had grown 
O'er prostrate Europe, in that daj of dread 

Crumbled and fell, as fire dissolves the flaxen thread. 

The spirit of that day is still awake, 
And spreads himself, and shall not sleep again ; 
But through the idle mesh of power shall break 
Like billows o'er the Asian monarch's chain ; 
Till men are filled with him, and feel how vain. 
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Instead 6f the pare heart and iniiocent bands, 

Are all the proud and pompous modes to gain 

The smile of heaven j — till a new age expands 

Its white and holy wings above the peaceful lands." 

The ooimigeoas missionaries of truth and ri^teoasness db* 
tribute eyerywhere the seeds and fruits of Tirtne, and thus 
adopt beforehand all coming generations, by a sublime pater* 
nHj of soul. Under the ministry of such benefactors of man- 
kind, selfishness is rebuked, struggling merit receives encour- 
lament, and history honors itself in commemorating those 
tvhom Heaven only can adequately reward. But even hei^ 
such souls enjoy a rich foretaste of possession in hope ; a drop 
c€ ^lat flood of deHghts ifhich exhilarates the sanctified ydth 
the celestial transports of divine love. Observe what a quick- 
ening and sustaining power this spirit of honest endeavor had 
on Pollok, the author of the " Course of Time * 

^ Here was an honest, earnest man, talking to you, in solemn 
tones, of Hie most solemn things, and believing every word which 
he uttered. The awful truths of our faith had made, early, a pro- 
flmnd hnpression upon his mind. The doctrine of future punish- 
ment, especially, had seized hold on his imagination as with iron 
talons ; and had found a fit commentary in the wild and desolate 
scenery where his infancy -was nurtured. He never, for a mo- 
ment, falters in pronouncing the tidings of wo against trans- 
gressors, — ^he is full of the terrors of the Lord; and, with 
prophetic earnestness, and prophetic severity, he voices them 
fearlessly forth, and we seem to hear the thunder talking to 
us of the eternal decrees, and describing to us the everlasting 
burnings. His descriptions of Hell, show a man who had 
long brooded over the overwhelming thought, — ^who had roll- 
ed the red idea in the furnace of his mind, till it was rounded 
into fearfiil distinctness of shape and symmetry, — ^who had 
studied the scenery of Pandemonium, under the canopy of the 
thunder-cloud, in lone and wizard glens, in desolate moors, in 
sullen tarns, miniatures of the 'last lake of God's wrath,' in 
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midnight dream^ and drearer midnight wakefuhiess cm his own 
pillow. And all such dark broodings he has ooUected and 
condensed into the savage figures which he has sculptured on 
the wall of the dwelling-place of the second death. And his 
pictures of punishment, though oi^n tasteless, exa^erated, 
and unideal, are redeemed by their intense and burning sin- 
cerity." 

^ Mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good," says 
Solomon ; and <^ the lips of truth shall be established fbrev^." 
Truth is designed to be for us a germ sown in our intelligenee, 
there to grow, develop iteelf, and produce its flowers and fruit 
forever. It is through this heavenly medium that is revealed 
the magnificent and immense temple of that religion which, 
built up<« the immovable foundation of faith, is destined to fill ' 
the earth, rise to heaven, and crush under its immensity every 
p'esumptuous inteUect and obdurate heart. 

The sword of truth is two edged ; it is a living image of the 
double power on which Jesus Christ has built his church. 
Armed with this, the man of God attacks, on <m side the 
scholastic and vain-glorious by the force of reason ; and, oa 
the other, he reaps down the hranble, the uneducated, and the 
wise themselves, by the internal force of penitent conviction. 
May the time soon come, when all shall feel the blows of that 
sword, the omnipotent hilt <^ which is in the hand of Gk)d, and 
its resistless double point everywhere. 

** Hail ! terror of the monarchs of the world, 
Unshaken be thy throne as earth^s firm base, 
Live till the sun forgets to dart his beams, 
And weary planets loiter in their coarse.'' 



Digitized 



by Google 



CHAPTER XVI. 

FAMEHOOD; 
OR, THE DISSEMBLER ACCURSED. 

Onb ci the best deieriptioiis extant of the deoeptiont pno 
tked by a hypocrite, is in Proreftw 2^ 2d« ^Borniag Upg 
and a wicked heart are like a potsherd eorered with silTer 
dtfOBs.'' Here we have a yile aahetance rendered attractive 
^ the unwise by the glitt^ of an uniabstantial show, a &tee 
heart adorned with useless dross. The verses immediately 
following are striking. << He that hateth^ dissembleth with his 
lipS) and layeth up deceit withan him. When he speaketh 
finr, believe him not: for there are sev^ aborainadcHis in his 
heart Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness 
oball be showed before the whole congregation." The expo- 
sition ci the sentiment contained in this Scripture will be giv- 
en as we proceed to consider our sitlject under the varied as* 
pacts (^falsehood in appearance^ in suggestion, and in assertion. 

In the first place, look at falsehood as^ under deceitful ap- 
pearances, it is o^n assumed. This point is more ^ly dis- 
cussed in the chapter on deceit Falsehood is frequently per* 
petrated under hollow and treacherous appearances, as perni- 
cious as they are vile. ^ In many looks the false heart's his- 
tory is writy in moods and fix>wns, and wrinkles strange." 
The assumption of lying appearances is quite too common a . 
practice among all classes of per8<ms. The vam and dissem- 
bling coquette, 

'* Njmph of the mincing month, and langnid eye, 
And lisping tongae so soft, and head awry, 
And fluttering heart, of leaves of aspen made,^ 
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puts on an air of esteem for all the simpletons wlio court her 
regards, and seems most to favor those whom at heart she 
scorns. 

'* Bright as the son her eyes the gazers strike, 
^ And like the sun, thej shine on all alike." 

The demagogue talks irith hypocritical fervor about the 
dear people, and assumes to be wonderfully indignant at their 
wrongs. He abuses the rich until by infamous man<Buvring 
he obtions a little property of his own, and then he is the 
most purse-fovrad and insufferable of aristocrats. But at first 
he affects great humbleness <^ purpose in his &wning befetve 
the common people, and thus ^ dives .into tibdr hearts, with 
humble and fiuniliar oourtesj." It is not long, however, be- 
fore his dupes learn that, 

" Not always actions show the man : we find 
Who does a kindness is not therefore kind ; 
Who combats bravely is not therefore bntve j— 
He dreads a death-bed, like the meanest slave ; 
Who reasons wisely is not therefore wise— 
His pride in reasoning, not in acting, lies." 

Often where the lips speak fair, there is dissemUing in tiha 
manner and hatred in the heart Cain talked graciously with 
his brother in the field, while meditating his destractioil. 
Saul pretended to honor David, while he was plotting his ruin. 
Absalom laid up deceit against his brother, and for two yean 
dissembled by seeming to let him alone. It is not nncommcni 
to find " a raven's heart within a dove," as when Joab coveted 
his murderous intentions with professions of peace. 

But, a still baser form of falsehood is, the assumption of a 
solemnity we do not feel ; speaking in sanctimonious tones, and 
putting on demure looks in order the more hjpocriticaQj to 
act religion before the world. Churchill has said that, 

" When fiction rises, pleasing to the eye^ 
Men will believe, because they love the lie ; 
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Bat truth herself, if cloaded with a frown, 

Moat have some solemn proof, to pass her down.** 

This is very trae, and yet assumed sobriety and unreal cheer- 
fldness do no good in the end. The assumption will be de- 
tected and the imposition scorned. 

Under this head, it remains to speak of one other species of 
fiilse i^pearance, and the worst of all — the appearance of in- 
difference towards our sacred religion, for the sake of concili- 
ating the favor of base persons who may be present Says 
an old divine, ^ This is hypocrisy turned the wrong side out- 
ward, di^uising a man in a fouler shape, and uglier garb, 
than that which is natural and true* 

^ And if we cqmpare the two hypocrisies (that of pretending 
conscience which we want, and this of denying conscience 
which we have ; that of seeming better than we are, this of 
seeming worse than we may be), this in nature may well seem 
more vile, in tendency more dangerous, in effect more mis- 
chievous than the other. 

^ There is in both the same falsehood, the same prevarica- 
tion, the like contempt and abuse of God ; but the hypocrite 
cf whom we speak doeth worse things, more directly wrongful 
to God, more prejudicial to goodness, more harmful to the 
world. 

^ The specious hypocrite, counterfeiting goodness, and hav- 
ing a form of godUneWy wUhout the power and reality ofitf 
doth yield to God some part (the exterior part) of his due 
honor and respect; but the sneaking hypocrite, disowning 
goodness, doth apparently desert, slight, and affront God : the 
one serveth God with his face and his voice, though his heart 
he fw from him; the other doth not so much as sacrifice a 
carcass of obedience to him: that may bring some credit and 
advantage to goodness, strengthen its interest by his vote and 
countenance ; this, by not avowing it, doth assuredly weaken 
its reputation and cause : that hypocrisy, as such, is a private 
and single evil, whereby a man doth indeed prejudice himself, 
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but doUi not injure his neighbor, yea, may edify him by the 
appearing (which in this respect is the same with the real) 
goodness of his example ; but this hypocrisy is a general mis- 
chief, a scandalous evil, a contagious pestilence, whereby a 
man not only harmeth himself, but wrongeth m^y others, ' 
seducing them into dissoluteness, infecting the world with base 
indifference to good, and easiness to comply with sin. 

<< It is indeed a sad thing that God and goodness should be de- 
serted upon this account ; that most men should be so unchari- 
table, so unjust, so imprudent, as to suspect all good men ofi^- 
pocrisy ; as if it were incredible that any man should heartily 
love or fear God (when it is rather strange that any man 
should do otherwise ;) that any man in good earnest, or other- 
wise than in pretence and for sinister respects, should embrace 
virtue (when it is marvellous that a reasonable man should 
decline it ;) that so many, of themselves inclinable to good- 
ness, should be so weak as to be deterred from it by so vain 
an apprehension ; and that the name of hypocrisy should 
drive away piety ; that it should become desirable that hypo- 
crites might abound in the world, lest religion both in truth 
and show should be discarded. 

^ In fine, we may otherwise suppress this odious imputation 
than by deserting goodness ; we may demonstrate ourselves 
serious and sincere by an inflexible adherence to it in the con- 
tinual tenor of our practice ; and especially in some instances 
of duty, which are hardly consistent with hypocrisy: fbr no 
man can hold long in a strained posture ; no man will take 
much pains, or encounter great difficulties, or sustain grievous 
hardships and afflictions, cross his appetites, forego gains and 
honors, for that which he doth not heartily like and love : he 
may counterfeit in ceremonies and formalities, but he will 
hardly {kiga humility, meekness, patience, contentedness, tem- 
perance, at least uniformly and constantly. Even the patient 
enduring this censure will confute it, and'wipe off the asper- 
sion of hypocrisy.'* 
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Our second topic relates to falsehood in suggestion, lying 
Chat is acted, as well as assumed. The sin now under con- 
sideration is best described in the lines of Pope, wherein he 
denounces those who 

^ Damn with faint praise, assent with civil leer, 
And, without sneering, teach the rest to sneer; 
Willing to woand, and yet afraid to strike, 
Just hint a fault, and hesitate dislike." 

Often are the most painful wrongs inflicted through the me- 
dium of covert inuendoes and malignant insinuations. Half 
of a &ct is a whole falsehood. He who gives the truth a false 
coloring by a false manner of telling it is the worst of liars. 
Such was Doeg in his testimony against the priests. He 
stated the facts in the case, but gave them such an artful in- 
terpretation as to impart to them the aspect and influence of 
the most flagrant falsehoods. It was through the same mode 
of procedure that our Lord was condemned. A perverse mis- 
construction was given to his words, so that what was spoken 
in loyalty to the highest truth, was transformed into treason 
worthy of death. " When devils will their blackest sins put on, 
they do suggest at first with heavenly shows." The pharisee, 
astute and punctilious in all that pertains to his hollow ritual, 
insinuates that all who dissent from his creed are inaccessible 
to grace, while it is manifest to all that the arrogant and ex- 
clusive hypocrite himself is most pompous when he is least 
sincere. 

" ComparM with this, how poor Religion's pride, 
In all the pomp of method, and of art. 
When men display to congregations wide. 
Devotion's every grace except the heart" 

Says Solomon, << All the ways of a man are dear in his own 
eyes: but the Lord weigheth the spirits." Our Saviour en- 
eountered such men, and said to them, ^ Ye are they ihat jus- 
20 
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tify jooTBelTes before men : bat God knoweth your hearts ; 
for that which is highly esteemed among men is abominatbii 
in the sight of God." It is natural for the insincere to di»- 
goise their foul motives with a fair show. ** There is no vice 
so simple, but assumes some maii^ of virtue on its outward 
parts." Pilate washed his hands before the eyes of men, and 
supposed that this would exculpate him from the guilt of par- 
ticipating in the cruel fate of his victim. Those who were 
more directly the murderers of Christ, refrained from the de- 
filement of the judgment-hall, and, by eating the passover, 
probably expected to escape all the pangs and penalties of gnih. 
But such dissemblers will one day verify in anguish the deda*- 
ration g£ Him whose eyes were as a flame of fire—** Tbou hast 
a name that thou livest, but thou art dead." Thenceforth ibi^ 
ever will it be understood by the actor of j&lsehood damned, 
that external ceremonies, unaccompanied by a huihble and 
upright heart, is a religion without foundation, and can expeet 
no reward but eternal remorse. 

" Who judged the Fbarisee 1 What odious caitse 
Exposed him to the yengeAnce of the laws ? 
Had he seduced a virgin, wrong'd a friend, 
Or stahb'd a man to serve some private end 1 
Was blasphemy his sin ? Or did he straj 
From the strict duties of the sacred day? 
Sit long and late at the carousing board ? 
(Sach were the sins with which he charged his Lord.) 
No— the man^s morals were exact j what then ? 
'Twas his ambition to be seen of men ; 
His virtues were his pride ; and that one vice 
Made all his virtues gewgaws of no price ; 
He wore them as .fine trappings for a show, 
A praying, synagogue-frequenting beau." 

The grand question is, in motive and action, are we right 
before God ? He critically scans every heart. Saul diought 
he was terviog the Lord aeceptably, tatt the allHseHrciiing eye 
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diaooveied in him pride, eovetoosness, rebellion of spirit, and 
xi^}ected him with scorn. Israel kept a strict fast and pro- 
dbimed a long humiliation, but the design was ostentation, and 
therefore was refiised. 

" Dishonor waits on perfidy. The villiun 
Should blosh to think a falsehood ; *tiB the crime 
Of cowards." 

We have spoken of religions display ; it is equally impoiv 
tant that we should be superior to false fear. The true medium 
to be observed is, to be sincerely religious, and at the same 
time that we are so. There is not a more fearM menace in 
the Bible than that whidi is aimed at those who ignobly shrink 
&om aecret repentance and open obedience to Christ before 
the world. Duty may sometimes demand sacrifice, b^t the 
path of integrity is always safe. When Xenophanes was 
called timorous, because he would not venture his money in a 
game of dice : ^ I confess," said he, ^ that I am exceeding 
timonms, for I dare not do an ill thing." Such is the spirit 
and resolution of every honest person. He says, ^ I dare do 
all things that become a man ; who dares do more is none.** 
Godliness is profitable in all things. Sincere piety is the best 
rule to foUow in this life, and the only guide to eternal peace. 

'* First, I woul4 have thee oherish truth, 
, As leading-star in virtue's train j 
Folly may pass, nor tarnish youth, 
But falsehood leaves a poison stain.'* 

Falsehood in this form is sure to be detected. Says old 
John Howe, <* All who are hypocrites are not artificial ones : 
there are a great many hypocrites, and the far greater part of 
them, who af e mere bunglers at it ; they are hypocrites with- ^ 
out any skill or artifice ; and so they take up a pretence which 
anybody, with half an eye, may penetrate and see through. 
As i^ for example, a perscm who pretends to be a subject of 
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God's kingdom, and yet makes it manifest in the oonne of his 
oonyenation that he stands in no awe of God at all, which is a 
prime thing in that subjection. So the case is yery often, as 
the Psahnist takes notice (Ps. xxxvi. beginning), The wicked* 
ness of the wicked saith in.mj heart, the fear of God is not 
before his eyes. His wickedness speaks in my heart, that he 
is one fearless of God, and who stands in no awe o£ him. So 
it is with many a man who professes somewhat of religion, 
that is, who doth not profess atheism, or rebellion against Hea- 
yen ; yet the wickedness of his coarse and practice is such as 
to speak in another man's heart, sore this man has no fear of 
God before his eyes. Now how absurd is this, to pot on a 
covering and disguise, which doth not hide a man at all ! The 
whole course of their lives proclaims them to be no other than 
earthly, carnal workUingis, while they pretend to be designing 
for heaven ; for eveiy one who professes a relation to ihb 
kingdom, is understood to stand related not only to the incho- 
ate but the consummate state of it, or the kingdom of heaven. 
But while they pretend themselves to do so, the preta^ce is 
easily to be seen through, and they who observe the ordinary 
course of their conversation, discourses, and designs, easily see 
that they are mere compositions of earth ; and unless you caa 
suppose a dodof day can be carried up into heaven, they are 
never like to come there. It is to be seen that they are men, 
as it were made of earth ; and all their discourses, converses, 
actions, and designs, smell of earth. It is therefore observa- 
ble, that no man can make himself more ridiculous, than when 
he takes upon himself to act a part, to act it partially, and 
when he goes to personate another man, to do it'^absurdly : 
why he had better have contented himself to have appeared 
only in his own likeness, and in his natural face and posture. 
Thus the case is with such hypocrites ; they do, it may be, dis- 
guise themselves quoad hoc, as to this particular thing ; but 
then they lay themselves open in something or other else. 
Just as if some vain person should mightily pride himself in 
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tome gfty, rioh apparel, which he had thrown on npon some 
part of him; and all the other parts appeared clothed with no- 
dEing but rags, or exposed to view more shamefbl nakedness, 
fibw ndicolotts should we account such a person ?* 

Falsehood is acted or insinuated in a great variety of ibnns. 
^^Ohy what authority and show of truth can cunning sin 
O0rer ilself withal T Pope Siztus, when cardinal, counter- 
feited sickness, and all the infinnitaes of age, so well as to de- 
ceive the whole oondave. His name was Montalto; both 
parties supposed that he would not live a year, and on a di« 
vision for the vacant apostolic chair, he was elected. The mo- 
ment he had won the desired power, be threw away his 
enitches, and began to sing the Te Deum with a much stronger 
vwee than his electors bad baigamed for; and instead of 
walking with a tottering step, he marched in thdr presence 
with a iirm gait and perfectly upright. On some one com- 
mimttDg on this sudden change, he replied, while I was look- 
ing fev the keys of St Peter, it was necessary to stoop, but 
having found them, the case is altered. By this allusion, we 
do not intend to imply that the vice in question is limited to 
the papal dmrch. It pervades all communions, and is dis- 
gmoefol everywhere. But whoever the actor of falsehood may 
be, and whatever may be the object he has in view, the pro- 
eesB is always the same. He insinuates just opposite to what 
he intends, professes one thing and does another. If the real 
language of his treacherous heart might speak aloud, it would 



" I do the wrong and first begin to brawl. 
The secret mischiefs that I set abroach, 
I lay unto the grievous charge of others. 
Bat then I sigh, and with a piece of Scripture, 
Tell them — that God bids us do good for evil. 
And thus I clothe my naked villany 
With old odd ends, stoPn forth of holy writ ; 
And seem a saint, when most I play the devil/' 

20* 
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One of the most oommon forms of this kind of hypocrisy is 
the acting of uoreal grief. At those fbnerals wheie theie is 
the most display, there is usually the least real sorrow. ^ Qt 
all who flock to swell or see the show, who cares about the 
oorpse ?" Is not worldly pride the chief impulse, and the sa- 
ble garments profosely arrayed on the occasion the most yaln- 
able part of the mourning ? Pope was not the only man des- 
tined to witness what in two lines he so well described. 

" Before her face her handkerchief she spread, 
To hide the flood of tears she did not shed." 

It is always dangerous to hare anything to do with Aok 
who are too base to be honest in the appearances they assume 
and the sentiments they suggest. You are liaUe at any mo- 
ment to be approached by such as the lef)>>handed Ehnd 
came to Eglon, with a present in his hand, but a dagger under 
his skirt Nor will it be strange if the most murderous a^ 
tacks are accompanied by honied terms of esteem, as Joab sa- 
luted Amasa with, ^ Art thou in health, my brother ?" and at 
the same moment ^ smote him under the fifth rib." Upon 
this incident, an old writer makes the following just remarks. 
<< Had the heart of Amasa been privy to any cause of grudge, 
he had suspected the kiss of Joab ; now his innocent eyes lode 
to the lips, not to the hand of his secret enemy ; the lips were 
smooth: ^Art thou in health, my brother?*' The hand was 
bloody, which smote him under the Mh rib ; that unhi^py 
hand knew well this way unto death, which with one wound 
hath let out the souls of two great captains, Abner and Ama- 
sa : both they were smitten by Joab, both under the fifth rib, 
both under a pretence of friendship. There is no enmity so 
dangerous as that which comes masked with love. Open hos- 
tility calls us to our guard ; but there is no fence against a 
trusted treachery. We need not be bidden to avoid an enemy ; 
but who would run away from a friend ? Thus spiritually 
deals the world with our souls ; it kisses us and stabs us at 
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onoe ; if it did not embvaee us with one band, it ooukL not 
murder ns with the olher : only God deliver us ftom the dan- 
ger of our trust, and we shall be safe.'' 

But it is time to pass to our third point We have con- 
sidered the character of fabebood assumed in unsubstantial 
appearance, acted in malignant suggestion, and we will now 
look at it under the aspect of direct assertion. 

This is a crime which has been denounced by wise men of 
every age. When Aristotle was asked, what a man could gain 
by telling a falsehood ? he replied, " Not to be credited when 
he shall tell the truth." Said lord Bacon, ^A liar is brave 
towards God, and a coward towards man. For a lie &ces God, 
and shrinks &om man." The prevalence of this sin destroys 
perscmal worth and produces social anarchy. Without ve- 
racity, there can be neither virtue nor confidence anywhere. 
^The devils," says Sir Thomas Brown, << do not tell Hes to 
one another; for truth is necessary to all societies; nor can 
the society of hell subsist without it" Shelley thought that 
Falsehood was the worst fiend on earth, and thus represents 
his murderous power in a dialogue with Vice. The latter 
inquires: 



And, secret one ! what hast thou done, 
To compare, in thy tumid pride, with me ? 
7, whose career, through the blasted year, 
Has been track'd by despair and agony. 

FALSEHOOD. 

What have I done !— I have torn the robe 
From baby tmth*s nnshelter'd form, 
And round the desolated globe 
Borne safely the bewildering charm : 
My tyrant-slaves to a dungcon-floor 
Have bound the fearless innocent. 
And streams of fertilizing gore 
Flow from her bosom's hideous rent, 
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Wbich tbis aafiuUi^ ^Aggef g^e » • « • 
I dread that blood ! — ^no more — this day 
Is oars, though her eternal ray 
Mast shine apon our grave. 
Yet know, proud Vice, had I not given 
To thee the robe I stole ftom heaven, 
Thy shape of ugliness and fear 
Had never gain'd admission here." 

But the sacred word declares that the liar shall not escape. 
The habit of speaking lies in sport soon grows to more enor- 
mous guilt The indulgence of falsehood effectually banishes 
all salutary fear. The wretch becomes too desperate in char- 
acter to find any palliation at the bar of God. The warning 
is given beforehand, << All liars shall have their part in the 
lake, that bumeth with fire and brimstone.* Saith God, « he 
that speaketh lies, shall perish." The eternal Judge with 
whom we have to do is " A God of truth, and without iniquity ; 
just and right is he — ^A God that cannot lie — Faithfiil and 
True." Nothing is more fearfully denounced by him than de- 
ceit. Under his righteous government, "lies and desolation* 
are linked together. " I will be a swift witness against false 
swearers — and them that fear not me — saith the Lord of 
Hosts.* . 

** Lie not, bat let thy heart be true to God, 
Thy mouth to it, thy actions to them both. 
Ck>wards tell lies, and those that fear the rod ; 
The stormy working soul spits lies and froth. 

Dare to bo true. Nothing can need a lie. 

A fault, which needs it most, grows two thereby.** 

False assumption and Mse assertion are always supreme 
folly. It is much easier, safer, and better to be in reality 
what one aims to appear, than to maintain the appearance of 
being what he. is not The first great requisite, in every noble 
character, is absolute insincerity. Says Coleridge, ^ False- 
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hood and disguise are miseries and miseiy-makers, under what- 
ever strength of sympathy, or desire to prolong happy thoughts 
in others for their sake or your own only as sympathizing with 
theirs, it may originate. The pre-eminence of truth over 
falsehood, even when occasioned by that truth, is as a gentle 
fountain breathing from forth its air-let into the snow piled 
over and around it, which it turns into its own substance, and 
flows with greater murmur ; and though it be again arrested, 
still it is but for a time, — ^it awaits only the change of the wind 
to awake and roll onwards its ever increasing stream. But 
falsehood is fire in stubble ; — ^it likewise turns all the light stuff 
around it into its own substance for a moment, one crackling, 
blazing moment, — and then dies ; and all its contents are scat- 
tered in the wind, without place or evidence of their existence, 
as viewless as the wind which scatters them." 

It is greatly to be lamented that the spirit of falsehood often 
insinuates itself into those who are appointed to be the mes- 
sengers of truth only. For instance, Ahab had clergy enough 
around him, such as they were. Four hundred prophets were 
reserved from appearing at the time of the challenge made by 
Elijah. They are consulted by Ahab, whose life they destroy 
by their dissembling. They care not so much about what God 
requires, as what Ahab would have them say. They saw 
which way the king's wishes inclined, and they bend their 
speech accordingly. " Go up, for the Lord shall deliver it 
into the hands of the king." False teachers are intent only to 
please. A ^Isehood which flatters for the hour, is preferred 
by them above a stem truth which relates to practical piety 
and eternal peace. 

But ^ truth hath a quiet breast," and true mea are calm and 
fidthful in the greatest trials and before the fiercest foes. Jo- 
sephus records a case in point, the speech of Eleazer before 
the tyrant Antiochus. Said the intrepid martyr,. <^ Old age 
has not so impaired my mind, or enfeebled my body, but when 
religion and duty call upon me, I feel a youthful and vigorous 
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sooL Does this dedaratioit awaken your resentment? Pre- 
pare jour instruments of torture, provoke the flames of the 
fiimace to a fiercer rage ; nothing shall induce me to save 
ilie0e silver locks, by a violation <^ the ordinances of my ooun- 
try, and of my God. Thou holy law ! firom wIkmu I derive 
my knowledge, I will never desert so excellent a master, 
Thou prime virtue, temperance I I will never abjiire thee* 
August and sacred priesthood ! I will never disgrace thee, 
I will bear it to my ancestors a pure and unsullied soul, as free 
firom stain, as I stand in tins place devoid of fear, amidst the 
parade of your threatening engines, and implements of mar* 
tyrdom." Such are the choice spirits of earth, the men who 
honor God and human nature, the heroical souls who must 
have been in the great poet's mind when he said, 

" Though all the world shoald crack their duty to you, 
And throw it from their soni ; though perils did 
Abound, as thick ts thought could make them, and 
Appear in forms more horrid ; yet my duty, 
As doth a rock against the chiding flood, 
Should the approach of this wild river break, 
And stand nnshaken yours." 

Various are the motives that prompt men to treacherous 
&lsehood. In the betrayal of Christ, we have lies acted, sug- 
gested, and declared under two of the most common forms ; 
Judas lying for money, and the priests lying for place and 
power. '^ A man that beareth false witness against his neigh- 
bor is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow." Pity it is 
that these maukf swards, and sharp arrows abound even in the 
church of God. It is not ^ setting the battle in array against 
the Philistines, army against army," but brother against brother, 
denominaticm against denomination. The Shibboleth of a 
party, not the standard of the cross, — ^the angry defence of a 
sectarian dogma, and not the humble exemplification of ex- 
alted doctrine, — ^is the watch-word of perpetual crimination and 
in&moHs slander. 
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*< Twixt tnitfi ftnd entn* there*8 this difference 1[no'wn, 
£m>r 18 firnitftd, trath !( ofoly one." 

The true man never disguises his intentions, nor pretenls 
adukdmi wK^ lie meditates kijtuy. His ^ smiles must be sin- 
cere <tf not at all." But the liar always resemUes his fiither, 
Ihe piince of falsehood, in his attack on the fidelity of Jesus 
Girist Says iMshop Hall, 

^ Whoso mlffvels to see the devil upon his knees, wonld 
nm<^ mof^marvd to hear what came fixim his mouth: <Je8B» 
the Son of the Most High Qod^ a confession, which, if we 
should hear without the name of the author, we should ask 
from what saint it came ? Beh<M tiie same name given to 
Chiist by the devH^ which was formerly given him by the an- 
gel, ^thou shalt call his name Jesus.' Tfant awful name, where- 
at every knee diall bow, in heaven, in earth, and under the 
earth, is called upon by this prostrate devil; and lest that 
should not import eiliongh, since otii^ra have been honored by 
this name, in type, he adds for fvOl distinction, < the Son of the 
Most High God.' The good Sjrophenidan, and blind Barti- 
meus, could say, < the Son of David.' 

^ It was well to acimowledge the true descent of his pedi- 
gree according to the flesh : but this infernal spirit looks aloft, 
and fetches his line out of the highest heavens, < the Son of the 
Most High God.' Thei famous confession of the prime apos- 
tle, which honored him with a new name to immortality, was 
no other than, < Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God :* 
and what other do I hear from the lips of a fiend ? None more 
divine words could faJl from the highest saint Nothing hinders 
but that the veriest miscreant on earth, yea, the foulest devil 
in^ell, may speak holily. It is no passing of judgment upon 
loose sentences. So Peter should have been cast for a Satan, 
in denying, forswearing, cursing ; and the devil should have 
been set up for a saint, in confessing, < Jesus, the Son of the 
Most High God.' Fond hypocrite, that pleasest thyself in 
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talking well, hear this devil ; and, when thou canst speak bet- 
ter than he, look to fiu^ better : but in the mean time know, 
that a smooth tongue and a foul heart cany awaj double judg- 
ments." 

Here let us revert to the Scripture with which we began. 
^ Burning lips and a widced heart are like a potsherd covered 
with silver dross." The most in£unous and wretched heart 
often appears under a decorous garb, as a worthless potsherd 
may be made to appear &ir with a thin coat of glittering tin- 
seL ^ The tongue of the just is as choice silver f but the 
heart of the wicked which is nothing worth, — lips burning with 
professed esteem, yet covering a heart full of malicioas pur- 
poses^ — ^utters protestations which are no better than dross. 
Such were the lips of Joseph's brethren, when ^they rose up 
to comfort their fistt^r," under the bereavement caused bj 
their own perfidy. Such were the traitor^s Ups and heart, 
uniting with the &ith^ in professions of the sineerest &hib- 
ftilness, and yet, false as heU, ^ betraying the Son of man with 
a kiss." 

" The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose. 
An evil soul, producing holy witness, 
Is like a villain with a smiling cheek ; 
A goodly apple rotten at the heart ; 
O, what a goodly outside falsehood hath I 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

DECPSJT; 

OB, THE KNAYE UNMASKED. 

^ An infaeriteBoe. 11187 be gotten bastlij at the beginning; 
but ibe and dieffeof BbaU not be blessed,'' Pn>veri)S 20: 21. 
From tJoB dedbnlsioii we infer that, while didmiesly msf 
seem for « wkfle to fwomote rapid ^sin, It is sore to end in 
dnappoiainMB^ d^^raee, and dismay. Let us examine Hie 
aid^ect, and see if Ube tnith does not substandate this princi- 
f^asHresqwets the three points named. 

In the first place, he who would hastily acquire an inherit 
tanee, and uses deceit as his means, is likely soon to possess 
only disappointment as the end. Truth is eternal, and des- 
tined to immortal honor ; but falsehood is transi^it, and doom- 
ed to infamy. ^ The lip of truth shaH be establii^ied fiHrever ; 
but a lying tongue is but £>r a moment.*' The fruit of Geha- 
q's lie was but a momentary |deasure, while ihe shame he 
thereby incurred was perpetuaL None are so opeidy and 
sorely blasted with the daricest hae of disgrace as those who 
habitually practise deceit. ^ He has everything that an hoa- 
eet man should not have ; what an honest man should have, 
he has nothing." 

" Seems he a dove ? his feathers are but borrow'd, 
For he's disposed as the hateful raven. 
Is he a Iambi his «kin is surely lent him. 
For he's indiBed as are the ravenoof wolyes. 
Who oaaoot steal a ehape, that meaai dseeit ?" 
21 
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Bat however fair may be the outside which the deceiver 
assumes, he cannot long feal to become the open and avowed 
object of public execration. He will soon be addressed on all 
sides, as was a preceding knave, ^ Thou condudest like the 
sanctimonioas pirate, that went to sea with the ten command- 
ments, but scraped one out of the table." The underhanded 
dealings of the most adroit villain sooner or later come to 
light, inyolving their crafty perpetrator in chagrin and disap- 
pointment the most bitter. ** The multiplying villanies of na- 
ture do swarm upon him," and transfix his dastard spirit widi 
enduring pangs. <' Ah," exclaims old Thomas Brooks, ^how 
many thread-bare souls are to be found under silken cloaks 
and gowns I How often are worldly riches like hangmen ; 
they hide men's faces with a covering, that they may not see 
their own end, and then they hang them. And if they do not 
hang you, they wiH shortly leave you ; they make themselves^ 
wings and fiee away. When one was commending the ridies 
and wealth of merchants : I do not love that wealth (saith a 
heathen) that hangs upon ropes ; if they break, the ship mis- 
carrieth, and all is lost He is rich enough (saith St. Jerome,) 
that lacketh not bread, and high enough in dignity, that is not 
forced to serve. 

^ Such goods are worth getting and owning, as will not sink 
or wash away, if a shipwreck happen, but will wade and swim 
out with us : and such are the spiritual riches that will attend 
those who, in the spring and morning of their youth, shall 
know the Lord, and serve the Lord, and get an interest in the 
Lord." 

<< He that hath an evil eye hasteth to be rich, and consider- 
eth not that poverty shall come upon him;" and in the same 
connection, the preacher adds, ^ He that maketh haste to be 
rich shall not be unpunished." Lot hasted to acquire wealth. 
For a while all seems fair; but soon every worldly prospect 
is blasted, and he ends his days a degraded tenant of the deso- 
late cave at Zoar. Abraham, on the owitrary, was rich with- 
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out baste, for God blessed bim ; tbos be wbo sougbt tbe world 
lost it, and be wbo was readj to lose it, found it. Abab en- 
vied Nabotb tbe enjoyment of bis vineyard ; and Jeboiakim 
bj unjust means grasped all tbat came witbin bis reacb ; but 
boUi of tbem soon ended tbeir career in deep disgrace. It is 
better to be poor by Providence, than ricb by sin. He wbo 
leaps over tbe bounds of principle to acquire gain, will land 
in tbe gulf of ruin. " Tbey tbat will be ricb — ^use unrigbt- 
eous means — fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolisb and burtful lusts, tbat drown men in destruction and 
perdition. But tbou, O man of God, flee tbese tbings." 
Eternity is tbe reward of trutb and tbe punisbment of a lie ; 
but ob ! tbe infinite difference between ibis eternity — ^in bea- 
ven or in bell ! 

We remark, secondly, tbat deceit is doomed not only to dis- 
i^pointment but disgrace. _ ^ Tbe bypocrite is good in notbing 
but in sigbt," and bis false sbow soon miserably ends. Says 
tbe word of God, " He tbat coveretb bis sins sball not pros- 
per." Tbe brain of tbe deceiver, " more busy tban tbe labor- 
ing spider, weaves tedious snares to trap bis enemies," but of- 
ten tbe only reward be gets for bis pains is to be caugbt in 
bis own net Tbus Saul was willing to sacrifice bis daughter 
in bis malice towards David. " I will give bim ber, tbat sbe 
may be a snare unto bim, tbat tbe hand of the Philistines may 
be against bim." Such wretches abound in this bad world, 
and are the most dreadM foes to the peace of tbe good. 

" Their friendship is a larking snare, 
Their honor bat an idle breath, 
Their smile, the smile that traitors wear, 
Their love is hate, their life is death." 

But all moral history attests that tbe miscreant wbo con- 
stantly Mms to deceive cannot long avert tbe disgrace be de- 
serves. He whose face is, 
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** Tiaor-lftf , nnchaiiging, 
Made impudent with use of etil deeds ; 
A fellow by the hand of nature maik'd, 
Quoted, and sign'd, to do a deed of shame," 

18 not permitted forever to wear the mask, but suddenly stands 
revealed in the light of almighty justice which thenceforth 
stamps its condemnation eternally on his guilty brow, ^ There 
18 no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of 
iniquity may hide themselves."* The darkest deed is wrought 
in the open &ce of an all-seeing God, and ^ set in the light of 
bis countenance,'' to ^ be proclaimed upon the house tops, be- 
fore the assembled universe." " The voice of Abel's blood 
cried from the ground ;" and forthwith the murderer became 
^ a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth." He learned, as 
every deceiver must learn, the meaning of Jehovah's asser- 
tk)n — *^ Be ye Stire your sin will find you out" Conscience 
lashed Joseph's brethren with the pangs of a sin deeply hid 
and long since committed. The covering which Saul threw 
over his crime cost him his kingdom. He pretended to con- 
fer on David a kindness, but covertly designed an iiyury. 
The intent which prompts a favor often constitutes its chief 
value. The greatest honors may be conferred with the pur- 
pose of destroying the recipient. Designing men not un£re- 
<piently combine treacherously to elevate a rival to an unnat* 
ural and unsafi^ degree, just for the malignant delight of wit- 
nessing his speedy and disastrous downfall. For being guilty 
of an offence like this, the leprosy of Naaman dave to Gehazi 
and his seed for ever. 

" Beware of jonder dog ; 
Look, when he fawns, he hites ; and, when he hites, 
His venom tooth will rankle to the death : 
Hare not to do with him, beware of him, 
Sin, death, and hell, have set their marks on him \ 
And all their ministers attend him.** 
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The Cfolj way to be permanentlj safe is to be habituallj 
bcmest " He that walketh uprightly, walketh surely." On 
this Scripture, the learned Barrow remarks, " Uprightly, ao 
oording to the original, might be rendered^ in perfeeUony or, 
mth integrity: and by the Greek translators in several places 
is supposed chiefly to denote sincerity and purity of intention. 

<< In efifect, the phrase, He that walketh uprighUg, doth im« 
port, one who is constantly disposed, in his designs and deal* 
ings, to bear a principal regard to the rules of his duty, and 
the dictates of his conscience ; who, in every case emergent, 
is ready to perform that which upoif good deliberation doth 
appear most just and fit, in conformity to God's law and sound 
reason, without being swayed by any appetite, any passion, 
any sinister respect to his own private interest of profit, credit, 
or pleasure, to the commission of any unlawful, irregular, un- 
worthy, or base act ; who generally doth act out of good prin- 
ciples (namely, reverence -to God, charity to men, sober re- 
gard to his own true welfare) ; who doth aim at good ends, 
that is, at God's honor, public benefit, his own salvaticufi, other 
good things subordinate to those, or well consistent with them ; 
who doth prosecute his designs by lawful means, in fair ways, 
such as honest providence and industry, veracity and fidelity, 
dependence upon God's help, and prayer for his blessing: in 
short, one who never advisedly doth undertake any bad thing, 
nor any good thing to ill purposes ; nor doth use any foul 
means to compass his intents." 

The conscientious man who in all his dealings scorns to 
practise deceit feels assured that, however his pecuniary in- 
terests may prosper, he wiU not lack the support and consolar 
tion derived from a mind pure and upright. He is certain to 
triumph in the integrity of his heart, if not in the skill of his 
hands. Come what may, he says with Job, '' Till I die, I 
will not remove my integrity fix>m me. My righteousness 
I hold fast, and will not let it go : my heart shaU not reproach 
me so long as I live." In carrying this high resolve into ex- 
21* 



Digitized 



by Google 



S46 FROTKBM FOB THB PKOPLE. 

•eaftkmy he yeriies jojflilly the dec^iiratioii of the Fsilmisty 
^ Light 18 sown for the righteous, and gUidnead toit the upright 
in heart.'' 

It 18 hj habitual ingenuoomefls, an erect and honoraUe de- 
meanor, that one inaintaina respect for himself, and wins the 
esteem of others. In his private purposes, he is goremed only 
bj inoffensive motives, and therefore fears not the closest 
scrutiny of the public eye. The more severely he is exunin- 
ed the more certain is he to be esteemed. 80 transparent is 
his character, and so pure is his life, that windows in his breast 
would reveal nought but ludd purposes and an honest heart. 
Such a man will court the acquaintance of the sagacious, and 
thrive most in the clearest light. As the mists of prgudioe 
are removed, and the mistakes of ignorance are corrected, his 
reputation increases both in splendor and extent; his whole 
career demonstrated that deceit was not the means he employ- 
ed, nor was unholy gain either his chief passion or nltimate 
aim. 

The righteous Qovemor of the universe is interested to pro- 
tect and prosper such a man, and will most assuredly vindi^ 
cate his reputation in every assault ^ He shall bring forth 
thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noon- 
day." The promise in Job shall be his, "Then shalt thou M 
up thy face without spot ;'* and in anticipation of the daricest 
hour he may triumphantiy exclaim with the Psalmist — ^ Then 
shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect to all thy com- 
mandments." 

An old writer on this subject inquires, << What is the con- 
duct of the upright man ? He is clear, frank, candid, harm-* 
less, consistent in all his behaviour, his discourse, his pealing. 
His heart commonly may be seen in his fiice, his mind doth 
ever suit with his speech, his deeds have a just correspond- 
ence with his professions ; he never fisdleth to perform what 
he doth promise, and to satisfy the expectations which he hath 
raised. 
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^He dodi not wn^ himself in dotidB, that none may see 
whare he i«, or know how to find him ; may diseern what he 
is about) or whither he tendeth. 

^ He dbguiseth not his int^OLts with fallaciotis pretences of 
ooQscienee^ of pablic good, of special friendship and respect 

^He doth use no disingenuous, spiteful, unjust tritkB ot 
sleights, to serve the present turn. 

^ He lajeth no baits or snares to ctOeh men, alluring them 
mto mischief or inconvenience* 

^ As he doth not afiect any poor base ends, so he ifdll not 
defile his fair intentions by sordid means of compassing them ; 
sueh as are illusive i»mulations and subddous artifices, trea- 
cherous collusions, sly insinuations and sycophantic detractionB, 
versatile whiffiings and dodgings, flattering oc41oguings and 
glozings, servile crouchings and fawnings, and the like. 

^^ He may discreetly pick out seasons, and embrace oppor- 
tunies of righting or benefiting himself: but he never wiU 
seek or lay hold of advantages to prejudice others. 

^ He sometimes may repress insurrections of anger or dis- 
gust: but he never doth allow them to bake into rancor or 
malice. 

^ He may be apt to use courteous, affitble, obliging demean- 
or, sa*ving to breed friendships, and to stifle enmities : but he 
never thereby meaneth to gull, inveigle, and entrap men ; or 
to procure instruments and aids of any perverse design. 

** He is no enemy to himself, but (according to the obliga* 
tions of reason and conscience) he hath always a regard to the 
good of others; nor is ever so selfish, as to be unjust or 
nndiaritable to any man. 

"The principal engines he doth employ for achieving his 
enterprises are, a careful and cautious providence in contriv- 
ing, a sedulous and steady diligence in acting, a circumspect 
heedfulness not to provoke any man by offensive carriage, by 
injury, by discourtesy, to obstruct him ; but rather by kind 
demonstrations and real beneficence to engage men to further 
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him in his proceedings : but esp&iAaJlj bis main instrumenty 
wherein he most oonfideth, is devout supplication to God for 
his succor and blessing. 

^ Now, is not this conduct the must secure that can be ? 
doth it not afford many great commodities and advantages ? 
doth it not exempt from manifold fears, and cares, and crosses, 
and slaveries ? 

^ It cannot but derive blessings from the God of truth, the 
great friend of simplicity and sincerity, the hater <^ falsehood 
and guile.** 

Heaven wide from the character we have just described, 
and dismal as hell, is the Janus-faced and unprincipled dis- 
sembler. 

** O serpent heart, hid with a flowering face ! 
Did ever dragon keep so fair a cave I 
Beaatifal tyrant, fiend angelical ! 
Dove-feather*d raven ! wolfish-ravening lamb ! 
Despised substance of divinest show ! 
Jost opposite to what thon justly seem^st, 
A damned saint, an honorable villain !** 

Says Banyan, in his inimitable allegory, ^ Then I saw in 
my dream, that the Shepherds had them to another place, in 
a bottom, where was a door in the side ot a hill ; and they 
opened the door, and bid them look in. They looked in, 
therefore, and saw that within it was very dark and smoky ; 
they also thought that they heard a rumbling noise, as of fire, 
and a cry of some tormented ; and that they smelt the scent 
of brimstone. Then said Christian, What means this ? The 
Shepherds told them, This is a by-way to hell, a way that 
hypocrites go in at ; namely, such as sell their birthright, with 
Esau ; such as sell their Master, with Judas ; such as blas- 
pheme the gospel, with Alexander; and that lie and dissem- 
ble, with Ananias, and Sapphira his wife." It is to be feared 
that this class of persons is not yet extinct on earth. They 
act in respect to religion, like Numa by his shield, — ^they form 
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many counterfeits of ber, iridi tdiidi Hiejr make an Oftenta* 
tious show on all public occasions; but the cnri^nal ihej pro* 
dnce 80 seldom, and in sach a gnovelliog waj, that it is cor* 
roded by the rost of doth, and disgraced by the nnhailowed 
imitation. 

But to the base decehrer ^Bs^raee is inevitaUe. ^Tfae 
curse of the Lord is in the house of the wic^ed^ the curse of 
his Maker, a curse that never comedi causeless. Under its 
blasting power the wicked most wither as he perpetrates fate 
crimes, and writhe in his own chains of remorse ftirever. 
Zechariah tells us of the roll in the house of the thief and of 
the swearer — twenty cubits long, remaining in the midst of 
Ihe house~-consuming it, even with tiie timbers and ttxmes 
thereof. Erery erne who dishonesUy deals with Ins feBow- 
men is destined in fearful alarm to read the << handrwriting 
upon the waU,** prognosticating his doom, tellii^ him — ^ There 
is no peace, saith my God, to the widced.'' Ahab increased 
his house with great power and display, as if to set the curse 
pronounced against the unjust at defiance i but, at one stroke 
of outraged justice, all his munitions of safety wei^ swept 
away. Who hath hardened himself against God, and pros- 
pered ? Who hftth resisted his will with impunity, and prac^ 
tised deceit with prolonged prosperity and ultimate success ? 

It may well be suggested that if Satan ever laughs, it is at 
hypocrites ; they serve him with most menial spirit and re- 
ceive the poorest pay ; they submit to more drudgery and sac* 
rifice in going to hell, than upright Christians do in attaining 
heaven. Renegades are always the greatest bigots, and they 
who are furiously zealous for selfish ends, are the most con- 
temptible of men. Bishop Hall, speaking of Herod's treat- 
men of John, remarks, ^ How inconsistent is a carnal heart to 
good resolutions I how little trust is to be given to the good 
motions of unregenerate persons! We have known when 
even mad dogs have fawned upon their master, yet he hath 
been too wise to trust them but in chains. As a true fHeod 
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lores always, so a gracious heart always affects good ; neither 
can be altered with change of oocurrences. But the carnal 
man, like a hollow parasite or a fiiwning spaniel, flatters <»ily 
for his own turn: if that be once either serred or crossed, like 
a churlish cur, he is ready to snatch us by the fingers. Is 
there a worldly-minded man that lives in some known sin, yet 
makes much <^ the preacher, fiequents the church, talks god- 
ly, looks demurely, carries fair? Trust him not: he will 
prove, after his pious fits, like some resty horse, which goes on 
some paces readily and eagerly, but an<Mi either stands still, 
or fidls to flinging and {dunging, and never leaves till he hath 
cast his rider." 

Sudi immaculate pharisees are scandalized by any gientle 
treatment towards the feeble and fallen. They would accuse 
Jesus himself of too great liberality, saying ^ unto his disci- 
ples, why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners ?" 
Acting under the assumption of superior sanctity, they depre- 
catingly exdaim, ^ Stand by thyself; come not near to me ; I 
am holier than thou." In the person of such a man it is pretty 
certain that you behold a hollow and heartless hypocrite. He 
who is most established in his own belief, is usually most tole- 
rant to others ; and he who has the fairest virtues of his own, 
is least inclined to carp at the foibles of his fellow men. He 
commiserates more than he condemns. But the unsubstantial 
and selfi3h professor, constantly laboring only to denounce or 
deceive, is ready 

" To kneel at many a shrine, 
And lay the heart on none." 

Sometimes deceit is practised by the inconsiderate for 
amusement << As a madman who casteth fire-brands, arrows, 
and death. So is the man that deceiveth his neighb(»*, and 
saitfa, Am not I in sport ?" He may not be malicious in pur- 
pose, but he little reflects how much misery his wanton mirth 
may occasion. But what he calls sport, in the sight of God 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE KHAYE UNMASKED. 251 

maj be the most eolpaUe madneas. What has lihe creature 
of etemilj to do with jesting ai^d guileful trickeiy? The on 
he commitB in play, must be repented of in pain, or be the 
Ibod c^ endless remorse. 

Deceit, however, is usuallj premeditated with more malig- 
nitj of purpose than that which the lunatic or trifler employs* 
He who betrayed Jesus, and the judge who surrendered him 
to popular fury, were representatives of those who are most 
recreant to duty and most skilful to destroy. That tongue which 
had bargained to sell his Master, dares say. Hail! and the 
lips which had already sealed the compact of his death, pre- 
sumed to kiss him whom they had covenanted to kilL The 
wifortnnate victim of such deceit and treachery, is ever com- 
pelled to exdaim, 

" Though som« of you, with Pilate, wash your hands. 
Showing an outward pityj yet you Pilates 
Have here delivered me to my 6wn cross, 
And water cannot wash away your sin." 

It is a great calamity to the world, that deceit so much 
abounds ; it is especially dishonorable to the church, that so 
many of her members act like hypocrites. Let us beware of 
a sin so dark in its character, and so dreadful in its results ; a 
sin which most provokes the wrath of heaven, and which even 
the Turks despise. A lai^ body of infidels having on a ce]> 
tain occasion professed to Mahomet the Second their readi- 
ness to embrace his creed, he asked their motive, and, obliging 
them to confess that it was to be rid of taxation, dismissed 
them unreceived with the wise reply, "• that he preferred stor- 
ting metal in his coffers to false professors in his church." 

In the third place, we remaric that deceit, which first meets 
with disappointment, and leads to disgrace, is sure to end in 
inefiectual and unending remorse. Job feared, lest his ^^land 
and furrows should cry against him;" and let the modem 
tradesman beware lest his weights and measures, his ledger 
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and Ids eonscienee bear witeees ag^imi Urn vhea God shall 
make inqaisaticii fcr Uood." ^ Dtvers weights are an abomi- 
nalioa vnto the Lord ; and a false bakmce is not good*" 

Beware of the great decdver who told Adam and Eve that 
thej dx>ald ^be as gods," when his design was to dc^^rade 
them <<belaw the beasts that peiish." The deceitfalness of 
sm is most fatal, since it attracts by fMeary, and destroys by 
delusion. It presents fascinaiting smiles, but ocmceals the do- 
Ten foot; offers the bait^ but hides the hook; talks of freedom 
and indulgence, but conducts to slavery the most abject a«d 
destruction the most dire. Thon^ wickedness be sweet in 
the decdver's mouth, ^thoo^ be hide it under his tongue; 
though he spare it, and forsake it not; but keep it still withia 
his mouth ; yet his meat in his bowels is turned, it is the gaU 
of asps within him." It is the decree of God, that both rea- 
son and conscience shall condemn the deceitful man and scourge 
him forever. Young man ! studiously shun associates who 
would induce you to lie and cheat They may paUiate the 
crime, secrete its enormity, and for a while blind your eyes ; 
but no finite power can assert the destiny of the guilty, nor 
conceal the awful pit of his eternal ruin. 

** Oh, cursed, cursed Sin I traitor to God, 
And miner of man ! mother of "Wo, 
And Death and Hell, — wretched, yet seeking worse 
Foliated most, yet wttUowmg in the mire ; 
JMost mad, yiet drinking EBensy's giddy cap; 
Depth ever deepening, darkness darkening stiU; 
Folly for wisdom, guilt for innocence ; 
Angnish for rapture, and for hope despair ; 
Destroyed destroying; in tormenting pained ; 
Unawed hy wrath ; hy mercy nnreclaimed ; 
Thing most nniightly, noat IbrJom, most sad^ 
Thy time on earth is past, Ay war with God 
And holiness: but who, oh, who shall tell, 
Thy nnrepentable and ruinous thoughts ? 
Thy sighs, thy groans ? Who reckon thy burning tears, 
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Ami dunaed looks of e^orlutiDg grief, 
Where now, with thorn who tm^ their part wiiii thee 
Thou 8itt*st in Hell, gnawed by the eternal Worm— - 
To hurt no more, on all the holy hills f* 

Says Solomon, « The ooimsels c£ the wicked are deceit." 
Such were the counsels of Joseph's brethren to deceive their 
&ther ; of Daniel's foes, under the pretence of honoring the 
king; of Sanballat, under the cloak of Mendship; of Haman, 
under the profession of patriotism ; of Herod, under the hypo- 
critical appearance of worshipping the infant Saviour ; in all 
which instances, the "corrupt fountain" of man's heart sent 
feUi only "bitter waters," as desolating as they were impure. 

One of the proverbs declares, " As righteousness tendeth to 
life ; so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death." 
He may be one, 

" Who having, unto truth, by teUing oft, 
Made such a sinner of his memory, 
To credit his own lie." 

But though he " worketh a deceitful work," until the habit 
of fraud has become predominant in his nature, his doom, so 
far from being averted, will be fearfully enhanced. Says one, 
" How Gk)d laughs in heaven at the frivolous fetches of crafty 
politicians, and when they think themselves most sure, shames 
them with a detection, with a defeat ! What an idleness it is 
for foolish hypocrites to hope they can dance in a net, unseen 
of heaven !" As Qod rules on high, ill-doing must incur a 
fitting penalty in the regions below. There is no power in 
sin to arrest the accelerated rapidity of its own downward ca- 
reer. The deceiver pursues evil to his own death. Abime- 
lech doubtless expected peace as the result of his murderous 
work, but found remorse. Ahab antidpated rest fh>m the 
riddance of Naboth, but encountered reproofs which were to 
his tortured soul like the " piercings of a sword." If such are 
the pangs even in this life, what will be the intensity of future 
22 
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WO ? The description of the poet contains something more 
than mere fancy, — it teems with awful tnith. 

" Great daj of revelation ! in the grare 
The hypocrite had left his mask j and stood 
In naked ugliness. He was a man 
Who stole the liveiy of the comt of heaven, 
To serve the devil in ; in virtue's guise 
Devoured the widow's house and orphan's hread ', 
In holy phrase transacted villanies 
That common sinners durst not meddle with. 
At sacred feast, he sat among the saints, 
And with his guilty hands touched the holiest things. 
And none of sin lamented more, or sighed 
More deeply, or with graver countenance, 
Or longer prayer, wept o'er the dying man, 
Whose infant children, at the moment, he , 

Planned how to roh : in sermon style he bought. 
And sold, and lied : and salutations made 
In Scripture terms ; he prayed by quantity 
And with his repetitions long and loud. 
All knees were weary ; with one hand he put 
A penny in the urn of poverty. 
And with the other took a shilling out. 
On charitable lists — those trumps which told 
The public ear, who had in secret done 
The poor a benefit, and half the alms 
They told of, took themselves to keep them sounding — 
He blazed his name, more pleased to have it there 
Than in the book of life. Seest thou the man ! 
A serpent with an angel's voice ! a grave 
With flowers bestrewed ! and yet few were deceived. 
His virtues being over-done, his face 
Too grave, his prayers too long, his charities 
Too pompously attended, and his speech 
Larded too frequently, and out of time 
With serious phraseology — were rents 
That in his garments opened in spite of him, 
Thro' which the well accustomed eye could see 
The rottenness of his heart. None deeper blushed, 
As in the all-piercing light he stood exposed, 
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No longer herding with the holy ones : 

Tet still he tried to bring his oonntenance 

To sanctiraonioos seeming; but, meanwhilCt 

The shame within, now yisible to all, 

His purpose baulked ; the righteous smiled, and even 

Despair itself some signs of laughter gave, 

As ineffectnalljr he strove to wipe 

His brow, that inward guiltiness defiled. 

Detected wretch 1 of all the reprobates, 

None seemed maturer for the flames of hell ; 

Where still his face, from ancient custom wears 

A holy air, which says to all that pass 

Him by: I uxa a hfpocrite on earth." 

This is vivid and strong language, but it is justified bj the 
word of .God. ^^ The way of the wicked is as darkness ; 
thej know not at what ikej stumble." Without guidance, 
comfort, safety, or peace, the selfish deceiver hurries along 
till <^ his feet stumble on the dark mountains,'' and he sinks in 
"the bladmess of darkness forever." "Evil pursueth sin- 
ners." Cain, Achan, and myriads like them are witnesses, 
that the universe has no refuge for guilt, and the delay of 
centuries does not weaken the certauity of punishment As 
sure as the shadow follows the substance, as the avenger of 
blood pursued the manslayer — ^" evil shall hunt the violent 
man to overthrow him." The career of deception at length 
is ended. The gulf of terrific retribution yawns wide at the 
detected culprit's feet He is hurled over the brink, and 
then 

" One long, loud shriek swells on the air, 
The thrilling cry of dark despair, 
And all is sad and silent there." 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

FLATTERY; 
OR, THE LURKING FOE. 

Ix Prov. 26: 28, it is said that « a flattering mouth worketh 
ruin." The nature ci flatteiy, and the ruin it works, will be 
unfolded in the present discussion. Let us proceed to remark, 
that flatteiy is a matter indifferent to none ; is most influential 
where it is least deserved ; and is fatallj pernicious oa all who 
blindly yield themselves to its controL 

In the first place, however much flattery may be denounced, 
few or no persons are superior to its influence. A cynical 
charlatan or religious clown may aspire to be thought above 
the weaknesses of vanity, and of such a reputation he will be 
most vain at heart ; still is he excessively alive to Oie " ceremo- 
nious compliments of praise," and to tell him that he cannot 
be flattered is to flatter him most effectually. Glenalvon un- 
derstood this when he exclaimed, 

" Honey'd assent, 
How pleasant art thou to the taste of man, 
And woman also I flattery direct 
Barely disgusts. They little know mankind 
Who doubt its operation : 'tis my key, 
And opes the wicket of the human heart," 

Shrewd adventurers, in order to obtain what they desire, 
speak what they do not believe, and the basest flattery often 
obtains what substantial merit and sound reason would never 
procure. A member of the Grammoirt &mily one day found 
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cardinal Richelieu employed in jumping, and, with all the cun- 
ning flattery of a Frenchman and a courtier, offered to jump 
against him. He suffered the man of political power to jump 
higher, and soon after found himself rewarded wiik a lucrative 



" The firmest purpose of a human heart, 
To well-tim*d, artful flattery may yield." 

Many specious maYims have ohtained general credence in 
the world which are in reality false. Among these is the say- 
ing that " old birds are not to be caught with chaff." Whereas 
the fact often is that, ^^ The older the bird, the more he flatters 
himself that he is worth catching. He is easily caught, were 
it worth while ; but you have caught nothing, perhaps^ when 
you have got him. Chaff is too valuable, too precious, to be 
expended wastefuUy ; and because you are not so silly as to 
throw powder away, he conceives himself to be sholrproof. 
As nobody tries to catch him, he fondly persuades himself that 
his own exceeding cunning secures him from capture. < Take 
me if you can,' chirps he ; and goes dodging about the woods, 
as though a flock of golden vultures were pursuing him. He 
is quite safe. He has not the felicity of being in peril. The 
young condor, pressed even by vulgar appetite, will not do him 
the honor of dining upon him. His toughness and antiquity 
are sure safeguards. He is only not captured, because there 
is nothing captivating about him. But if, by any chance, he 
hath a tail-feather fit for plucking, or a bone worthy the dis- 
tinction of being picked, then is your old bird in imminent 
danger, for you may catch him when you like with half a pinch 
of chaff. The tender foxling, not arrived at the maturity of 
slyness, who never tasted chicken of his own stealing, shall 
take liim without a ruffle of his plumage — only by pronounc- 
ing its dingy brown to be rich crimson. 

" What flocks of old birds flutter about in society, all sure 
that they never shall be caged, and all safe until a lure is laid 
22* 
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for them I Bat the longer thej Uy e> the lees dumoe have ihej 
of avoiding Qxe trap. The older thej grow, the slenderer the 
means of escape. The starched matron is fam to put faith in 
the compliment which, in her day of youth and grace, she 
knew to be nonsense. She is now only half-handsome, and 
can no Icxiger afford to think her eyes less brilliant than she is 
told ihej are. She must make up, by exaggerating what is 
left, for the loss of what is gone. She is not now in a condi- 
tion to call a fine remark rank flattery ; she is obliged to be- 
lieve in self-defence. If her mirror will not admit of this, she 
has other resources ; she has sage counsel, admirable judg- 
ment, perfect knowledge of the world. Admire these, and 
with a dignity which you call Siddcxiian, she confesses that she 
is yours. You have only to convert the compliment to her 
beauty at twenty, into a tribute to her sagacity at fifiy^ve. 
Tell her she is not to be imposed upon, and you impose upon 
her effectually. Admire her penetration, and you will not 
find her impenetrable." 

" Would some god the giftie gle us 
To see ourselves as others see us." 

Says Solomon, " As the fining-pot for silver, and the furnace 
for gold ; so is a man to his praise." Fulsome adulation is a 
severer trial to the strength of principle than reproach. The 
strongest test to a man, the most searching furnace for his 
heart, is flattery. " If he is vain and light," says bishop Hall, 
« he will be puffed up with it 1£ he be wise and solid, he will 
be no whit moved therewith." The universal influence of adu- 
lation, the baseness of its motives, and the worthlessness of its 
objects ordinarily, are well set forth in the following sketch by 
Cowper. 

" Man praises man. The rabble all alive, 
From tippling benches, cellars, stalls, and sties. 
Swarm in the streets. The statesman of the dar. 
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A poimMMM and slow-moring pageant, comes. 

Some shout him, and some hang upon his car, 

To gaze in his ejes, and bless him. Maidens wave 

Their kerchiefs, and old women weep for joy : 

While others, not so satisfied, unhorse 

The gilded equipage, and, turning loose 

His steeds, usurp a place they well deserve. 

Whyl what has charm'd them? Hath he saved the State? 

Ko. Doth he purpose its| salvation ? No. 

Enchanting novelty, that moon at full, 

That finds out every crevice of the head 

That is not soxmd and perfect, hath in theirs 

Wrought this disturbance. But the wane is near. 

And his own cattle must suffice him soon. 

Thus idly do we waste the breath of praise, 

And dedicate a tribute, in its use 

And just direction sacred, to a thing 

Doomed to the dust, or lodged already there." 

The professed CliristiaD wlio yields to seductiTe fatterj is 
ingreatperiL A haughty demeanor; ^loving to have the pre- 
eminence ;" a supercilious fondness to give an opinion, and 
quick offence if it be not taken — ^this is the dross of the wise 
man's fomace, not the gold. But when a man is humbled by 
praise^ conscious how little he deserves it^ bearing his honors 
meekly, and perpetually stimulated to more beneficent deeds, 
then does the purging flame not only prove the real metal, 
but brings out ^ a vessel of honor, meet for the Master^s use." 

Beware of bestowing or seeking praise unadvisedly. Said 
the excellent Mr. Simeon, " We should feel as if our ears 
were stung with blasphemy, when we discover any attempt to 
transfer the crown of glory from the head of the Redeemer to 
that of any of his servants." And the pious Flavel with great 
propriety exclaims, << Christian! thou knowest thou carriest 
gunpowder about thee. Desire those that carry fire to keep 
at a distance. It is a dangerous crisis, when a proud heart 
meets with flattering lips." Absalom was tried in the fining- 
pot, and found « reprobate silver." Herod, inflated by the 
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boisterous praise of his flatterers, « gave not God the glory * 
and was blasted in eternal shame. On the contrary, Joseph 
and David maintained their humility in the midst of official ad- 
vancement and universal admiration; Daniel preserved his 
consistency when most severely tempted ; the apostles dung 
with singleness of heart to their Master's glory, when all the 
world tempted them to be recreant, and thus did they become 
model-heroes, whose sterling worth the Aimace only made 
more bright 

We have said that flattery is a matter of indifference to none. 
Let it be observed, secondly, that it is often the mort effective 
where it is least deserved. Persons of the least intrinsic merit 
are usually the most vain, and the most easily inflated with 
hollow praise. In every community, there are tliose who de- 
light to ^ rain sacrificial whisperings in the ear" of those who 
are as vain and frivolous as themselves. But ^ he that loves 
to be flattered, is worthy of the flatterer ;" the parties thus mu- 
tually engaged in flilsome adulation, are commonly of equal 
degradation and the victims of each other's guile. 

" No Yisor does become black villany, 
So well as soft and tender flattery." 

The danger lies in the passionate fondness of the human 
heart for attention. Especially is this to be observed in fe- 
males ; whatever may be the motives of the courtier, he who 
is most assiduous will in all probability be the most successfuL 
Says the shrewd author of Lacon, " In the first place — ^prefer- 
ence and precedence are indispensable articles with them, if 
we would have our &vors graciously received; they look, 
moreover, to the mode, the manner, and the address, rather 
than to the value of the obligation, and estimate it more by 
the time, the cost, and the trouble we may have expended up- 
on it, than by its intrinsic worth. Attention is ever current 
coin with the ladies, and they weigh the heart much more 
scrupulously than the hand. A wealthy suitor purchases a 



Digitized 



by Google 



TH« LURKING FOE. 261 

watch for his idol, studded with gems ; aq aitifioer makes a &at 
less costly one for his favorite, and I need not add which will 
be most propitLonslj received, since there will be one person 
at least in the world, who will be certain that during the whok 
process of the fabricatbn of the present, the donor was think- 
ing of her for whom it was designed." 

Sut this foible is bj no means limited to any one class or 
sex. We are all more or less the dupes of those who, " with 
bated breath and whispering hmnldeness,'* sway more by their 
empty praise than the best logician can by argument 

"t) that men's ears shotild be 
To counsel deaf, but not to flattery !" 

Persons are always affected most by extravagant encomi- 
ums on what they least possess. A girl with a prettily insipid 
face and vacant skull will not thank you for be-praising her 
beauty ; that is a matter of course ; but intimate that she has 
intellect, that she is << smart," and you throw her into absolute 
ecstasy. On the other hand, tell the ancient juvenile who 
« with age and envy has grown into a hoop," that she posi- 
tively bears " wreathed smiles, such as hang on Hebe's cheek," 
and you have sublimated her at once into the third heavens, 
fix)m whidi sublime altitude of self-esteem she blesses you with 
all the affection left in her withered heart Now any one yet 
rejoicing in a few gleams of common sense can by this rule tell 
in an instant whether the suitor is sincere or not It is cer- 
tain that " where feir is not, praise cannot mend the brow ;" 
and if one praises in us qualities which we are conscious of not 
possessing, it is evident the flatterer is treacherous in spirit, 
and courts favors he does not deserve. 

Let it never be forgotten that the most unminent peril lies 
in trusting one's fortunes for a moment to such a lurking foe 
In him '< nought is certain save the uncertainty of all." Such 
<< lovers swear more performance than they are able, and yet 
reserve an ability that they never perform ; vowing more than 
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the perfection of ten, and discharging less than the tenth part 
of one." 

It is not the object of tiie flatterer to signalize merit and in- 
spire confidence, so much as to screen foibles and stimulate lust 
He would involve his victim in inextricable ruin through the 
blinding influence of corrupt adulation ; and in this he usually 
SQCoeeds, as a Utde grease covers a great quantity of poor broth. 

" O, what may man within him hide, 
Though angel on the ontward side.'' 

Solomon warns us to ^ go from the presence of a foolish man, 
when thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge." Fel- 
lowship with unprincipled flatterers is the prelude to impotent 
and eternal remorse. Occasional contact with such persons 
may be necessary in the ordinary affairs of life, but let such 
interviews be as few and brief as possible. If you perceive a 
disposition to speak flippantly of virtuous conduct and sacred 
duties, go immediately from Ins presence, else " she who de- 
liberates is damned.** 

" That, sir, which serves and seeks for gain. 
And follows but for form, 
Will pack when it begins to rain. 
And leave thee in the storm.** 

Courtesy is always a becoming grace, but the guardianship of 
personal honor is something more — it is a most sacred obli- 
gation. Whenever the lurking foe would insinuate his perni- 
cious influence within the holy precincts where stands the 
^ shrine of virtue," do not sacrifice purity to complacency, but 
repel the wretched invader at once, telling lum, " you pj^y 
the spaniel, and think vnth wag^g of your tongue to win me.** 
Ben Jonson was right when he said, 

" Of all wild beasts, preserve me from a tyrant ; 
And of all tame— a flatterer." 
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Ba(^ we again remark, that what is here deprecated is not nn- 
congeniaL to the natural taste of depraved mankincL In this 
raelanchofy fact, lies our greatest bane. Inthe words of Dean 
Swift, it must be confessed, 

** 'Tis an old maxim in the schools, 
That flattery's the food of fools ; 
Yet now and then, your men of wit 
Will condescend to take a bit.** 

The old and admirable bishop Leighton makes the following 
remarks on the topic now under consideration. 

<< Art imitates nature, and the nearer it comes to nature in 
its effects, it is the more excellent Grace is the new nature 
of a Christian, and hypocrisy that art that counterfeits it ; and 
the more exquisite it is in imitation, it is the more plausible to 
men, but the more abominable to God. It may frame a spir- 
itual man in image so to the life, that not only others, but even 
the hypocrite himself, may admire it, and favcHring his own ar- 
tifice, may be deceived so far as to say and to think it lives, 
and ^ in love with it ; but he is no less abhorred by the 
Searcher of hearts, than pleasing to himself^ Surely this mis- 
chief of hypocrisy can never be enough inveighed against 
When religion is in request, it is the chief malady of the church, 
and numbers die dT it ; though, because it is a subtile and in- 
ward evil, it be little perceived. It is to be feared there are 
many sick of it, that look well and comely in God's outward 
worship, and they may pass well in good weather, in times of 
peace ; but days of adversity are days of trial. The prosper- 
ous state of the church makes hypocrites, and her distress dis- 
covers them ; but if they escape such trial, there is one inevi- 
table day coming, wherein all secret things shall be made mani- 
fest Men shall be turned inside out; and amongst all sinners 
that shall then be brought before that judgment-seat, the most 
deformed sight shall be an unmasked hypocrite, and the hea- 
viest sentence shall be his portion." 
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The revelaticMiB ci the last day, mueh mcNre deadj eren 
than dose obeeiratioii in the fo-esent life^ will show ^bat, 

** Not always do the fairest flowers diffose 
The richest odors, nor the speckled shells - 
Conceal the gems.*' 

The most deadly project is often draped in the fairest reli- 
gious habiliments, because the worse the intent is, the better 
appearance it desires to make. No devil is so dangerous as 
the religious deviL He is a sheep without, a wolf within, who, 
if he ever speaks truth will confess, 

" Why, I con smile, and murder while I smile j 
And cry content to that which giieves my heart i 
And wet my cheek with artificial tears; 
And frame my face to all occasions." 

The way in which fiendish fiatterers sometimes put on an 
air of sanctily to accomplish their infernal purposes ia finely 
noted by an old commentator on a well known Scripture inci- 
dent. ^ When Ihe devil himself puts on gravity and religion, 
who can marvel at the hypocrisy of men ? Well may lewd 
men be good preachers, when Satan himself can play the 
prophet Where are those ignorants, that think charitably of 
charms and spells, because they find nothing in them but good 
words? What prophet could speak better words than ^da 
devil in Samuel's mantle ? Neither is there at any time so 
much danger of that evil spirit, as when he speaks best 

^I could wonder to hear Satan preach thus prc^hetically,. 
if I did not know, that as he was cmce a good angel, so he can 
still act what he was. While Saul was in oonsultatiMk of 
sparing Agag, we shall never find that Satan would lay any 
block in his way : yea, then he was a prompt orator to induce 
him into that sin ; now that it is past and gone, he can lade 
Saul with fearfiil denunciations of judgment Till we have 
sinned, Satan is a parasite; when we have sinned, he is a ty- 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE LURKma FOE. 265 

xaat What cares he to flatter any more, when he hath what 
he would? Now, his only work is to terrify and confound, 
that he may enjoy what he hath won : how much better it is 
serving that master, who, when we are most dejected vdth the 
conscience of evil, heartens us with inward comfort, and speaks 
peace to the soul in the midst of tumult !" 

Aa is the prince of deceivers so are all his children, &lse 
in professions of esteem, fond of the slightest breath of praise, 
recreant to all vows, and most treacherous to the most confid* 
ing. Says Dr. Young, 

" A man I knew, who lived upon a smile, 
And well it fed him; he look'd plump and fait. 
While rankest renom foam*d throogh every vein ; 
Living, he fawn'd on every fool aUve ; 
And, dying, cursed the friend on whom he lived.'* 

Thus far in our discussion, we have remarked, first, that 
flattery is indifferent to none ; and, secondly, that it is most 
influential on persons of the least merit. We remark, thirdly, 
its influence is pernicious on all who blindly yield themselves 
to its control God said to Abraham, ^< Walk before me, and 
be thou perfect :** be sincere ; a real character and not a sham ; 
be entire, sound, and not a hollow resemblance — a hypocrite. 
Pittacus, an ancient philosopher, challenging Philon, the Athe- 
nian captain, to single combat, carried a net privately, and so 
overcame him. Such is the habitual procedure of deceptive 
flatterers, but the true man scorns to employ means so base. 
So Hex from courting adulation, his indignant protestation is, 
^ He does me double wrong, that wounds me with the flatteries 
of his tongue." 

But the lurking fi>e, whose in&my language cannot fully 
paint, has no scruples of conscience. His highest ambition is 
to ^ sport an hour with beauty's chain, then cast it idly by.** 
To him the burning lines are fitly addressed, 

" Thy love is lust, thy friendship all a cheat, 
Thy smiles hypocrisy, thy words deceit" 
23 
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Flatteiy is pernicious, becanse it excites in the mind an 
idea of some good quality which it does not possess. When 
Alexander the Great had received from an arrow a wound 
that would not heal, he said to his parasites, you say that I 
am Jupiter's aoa, but this wound proves me a feeble man. 
Undeserved praise is always fertal in its effects on the vaan^ 
glorious dupe. More danger lui^ in adulation than hi abuse, 
since it is the slaver that kills, and not the bite. They who 
are voracions of vain compliments, drink from a Qrcesn cc^ 
which first exhilarates to madness and then destroys. Says 
the author of the Christian Companion, <'AhI how many 
young men might have been very good, who are now exceed- 
ingly bad, by hearkening to flatterers, and affecting flattery? 
Flattery undid young Rehoboam, Ahab, Herod, Nero, Alex- 
ander, ete. Flatterers are soul-murderers, they are soul-un- 
doers ; they are like evil surgeons, that i^in over the wound, 
but never heal it 

^ Smooth talk proves often sweet poison. Flattery is ike 
very sprii^ and mother of aU impiety ; it blows the trumpet, 
and draws poor souls into rebellion against God, as Sheba 
drew Israel to rdbel against David; it put our first parents 
upon tasting the forbidden fruit ; it put Absatom upon dethron* 
ing his father ; it put EUunan upon plotting the ruin of the 
Jews; it put Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, upon rebelling 
against Moses ; it makes men call evil good, and good evil, 
darkness Hght, and light darkness. It puts persons upon n^ 
lecting the means of grace, upon understanding the means of 
^race : it puts men upon abusing God, slighting Christ, and 
vexing the Spirit ; it unmans a man, it makes him call black 
white, and white bhck; it makes a man change pearls for peb- 
bles, and gold for counters ; it makes a man judge himself 
wise, when he is foolish ; knowing, when he is ignorant ; holy, . 
when he is profane ; free, when he is a prisoner ; rich, when 
he is poor ; high, when he is low ; full, when he is empty ; 
happy, when he is miserable. 
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^ Ah! young men and young women, take heed of flatteiv 
era, they are the very worst of sinners ; they are left of God, 
Minded by Satan, hardened in sin, and ripened for helL** 

^ A man that flattereth his neighbor spreadeth a net for his 
feet" In view of this and other Scriptures, Bunyan's pil- 
grims were warned — ^' Beware of the Jiatterer/* Yet, << for- 
getting to read the note of directions about the way," they fell 
into his net, and, even though delivered, were justly punished 
for their folly. ^ Some, that smile, have in their hearts, I 
fear, millions of mischief." Unwary souls are easily tempted, 
and unstable Christians are constantly in danger of a falL 
Beware of the lurking foe. Says Helen Plumptre, << Surely it 
is ^Dough for us to have foes within and without to contend 
with, without having snares for our feet laid by our fellow- 
pilgrims. Oh ! it is a cruel thing to Jiatter. The soul is often 
more exhausted and injured by disentangling itself from these 
nets, than by the hottest contest with principalities and powers. 
Those who have once known the torture the believer under- 
goes, while this poison is pervading his soul, the bitter, lower- 
ing medicines he must take as antidotes, the frightful oblivion 
of lessons of humihty which he has been studying for years^ 
will, I think (unless much under the influence of the enemy 
of souls), not administer the noxious potion a second time." 
The feet of many strong men have been unexpectedly en- 
tangled. The parasites of Darius deified him for a month, to 
make lum the tool and victim of their malicious plot. Ziba's 
smooth words drew David into deep disgrace ; and, by listen- 
ing to lying prophets, Ahab became infatuated by flattery, and 
was soon involved in niin. 

" 'Tis too much proved, — that, with devotion^s visage, 
And pious action, we do sugar o'er 
The devil himself." 

But let us remember the words of Solomon, « Hell and de- 
struction are before the Lord : how much more then the hearts 
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of the children of men." Eveiy recess of the vast regions oi 
the damned is open to the dear cognizance of Him with whom 
we have to do. How vain then the attempt to hide the most 
covert design from the omniscient and omnipresent God. 
There is no depth of the heart so uiisearchable, that he cannot 
&thom ; no deceit so complicated, that he cannot unravel and 
reward. Happj is he whose soul is sanctified, whose life is 
upright, and who can devoutly say, << Lord — thou knowest all 
things— thou knowest that I love thee." 

In this matter, let our example be just. Said one, ^ AH 
men hold fiattery to be a practice veiy abusive, or more than 
simply wrongful; as with injuiy joining contempt and cozen- 
age ; taking advantage of a man's infirmity to woik prejudice 
to him ; it is indeed a mischievous, a pernicious, and withal « 
perfidious, an insidious, an ensnaring practice ; for, A flattxr^ 
ing nunUh (saith the Wise Man^ worketh ruin; and, A num 
that flaUereth kis neighbor sprecuieth a net far his feet: but 
flattery is not oclj verbal; the worst flattery is not that 
whereby men soothe and gloze with their lips, encouraging 
others by fictitious commendations to persist in bad courses ; 
.there is a tacit flattery, when by our connivance at sin we 
seem to approve it ; there is a real flattery, when by our com- 
pliance with sin we recommend it to our comrades ; these do 
not look so grossly, yet do insinuate into our mind, and com- 
monly do inveigle to sin more effectually ; men being more 
apt to trust our deeds than our words, being more pleased in 
our vouching their actions by a participation in them, and 
running a c(»nmon hazard with them, than in our straining to 
commend or to excuse them : whence it is, that gross flattery 
hath its effects chiefly upon simpler folks, but this subtile flat- 
tery doth often gull and abuse persons of greatest capacity." 

That flattery never wins the esteem of worthy persons, but 
only insures their contempt, the same author states in the fol- 
lowing remark, ^< Indeed such wretches really do most despise 
those who consort and comply with them in sinful foUicB ; as 
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they cannot in their hearts honor themselyes, so they caimot 
esteem those whom they find like wito them ; especially they 
despise those whom they observe to be so base and silly, as 
against their own judgment and oonsdenoe to fear their dis- 
pleasure, or to regard their censure ; looking upon them as 
vassals to their humor, and renegadoes from their own con- 
science." 

No persons are in greater danger than those who trust to 
the smiles of this deceitful world. Its hollow courtesies and 
unsubstantial blandishments are most treacherous when ihej 
seem most fair. Its frowns are safer, because we know how 
to regard them ; but its most captivating &vors are worthy of 
nothing but suspicion, because they are prompted only by self- 
ishness and deceit If, trusting to our eyes only, we impti- 
dtly foUow nothing but external signs and fascinating appear- 
ances, we shall be very likely to meet either unmingled fiilse- 
hood, or uncertain trudi. Hie holy prophet Samuel was thus 
led astray with respect to the fine aspect of Saul ; but he who 
judges not by the outward appearance corrected the appre- 
hensions of his servant saying, ** Look not on his countenance, 
nor on the height of his stature, because I have refused him ; 
for God seeth not as man seeth." 

Nothing is more unsafe to be trusted, than the Mr protes- 
tations of a false heart. Ammon too confidingly went to a 
feast in the house of Tamar, and when his heart was merry 
with wine, Absalom suddenly smote him to death. The retri- 
bution which this lurking foe met was striking ; be was caught 
by the hair in the branches of an oak, and thus miserably ex- 
pired. Says one, ^ Absalom was comely, and he knew it well 
enough : his hair was no small piece of his beauty, nor matter 
of his pride ; it was his wont to cut it once a year, not for that 
it was too long, but too heavy ; his heart would have borne it 
longer, if his neck had not complained : and now the justice of 
God hath plaited a halter of those locks. Those tresses had 
formerly hanged loosely dishevelled on his shoulders: now he 
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hangs bj Hkem : he had woat to weigh his hair, and was pnmd 
to find it so heavy ; now his hair poiseth the weight of his 
body, and makes his burden his torment. It is no marvel if 
his own hair turned traiUN: to him who durst rise up against 
his fiither. That part, which is misused by man to sin, is 
eommonly employed by God to revenge : the revenge that it 
workelh for God, makes amends for the c^ence whereto it is 
drawn against God. The very beast whereon Absalom sat, 
as vireaiy to bear so unnatural a burden, resigns over his load 
to the tree of justice : there hangs Absalom between heaven 
and earlh, as one that was hated and abandoned both of earth 
and heaven ; as if God meant to prescribe this punishment for 
traitors: Absalom» Ahithophel, and Judas, die all one death: 
ao 1^ them perish that dare lift up their hand against God's 
anointed r 

Nothing is more common than for the wicked 'to use right- 
eoQsness aa their oloak* It has been suggested that, if Satan 
should write a book, it would be in praise of virtue, because 
the good would purchase it for use, and the bad for ostentadcm. 
Under the assumption of profound esteem, the flatterer, intent 
on ruining his victim, wears an outward expression of fidelity 
as foreign to his heart, as a smile upon the face of the dead. 
The kiss of the apostate was the most bitter earthly ingredient 
in the agonies which Christ endured* 

" An open foe may prove a curse, 
Bnt a pretended friend is worse." 

Beware of flattery and flatterers. Guard against confiding in 
those who lack high moral principle, and lurk in your path 
only to betray and destroy. "Truth loves open dealing;" 
but the false-hearted ever go masked, and rest not till their 
unsuspecting dupe is plunged into inextricable and eternal de- 
spair. In the language of Pollok, 

" Take one example, one of female wo. 
LoTed bj her father, and a mother's love, 
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In raral peace she lived, so fair, bo light 
Of heart, so good, and yonng, that reason scarce 
The eye conld credit, bat would doubt, as she 
Did stoop to pull the lily or the rose 
From morning^s dew, if it reality 
Of flesh and blood, or holy vision, saw, 
In imagery of perfect womanhood. 
But short her bloom^-her happiness was short. 
^ One saw her loveliness, and with desire 
Unhallowed, burning, to her ear addressed 
Dishonest words : * Her favor was his life, 
His heaven; her frown his wo, his night, his dealfa.' 
With turgid phrase thus wove in flatteiy's loomt 
He on her womanish nature won, and age 
Suspicionless, and ruined and forsook: 
For he a chosen villain was at heart, 
And capable of deeds that durst not seek 
Bepentanoe. Soon her fiither saw her shame ; 
His heart grew stone; he drove her forth to want 
And wintry winds, and with a horrid curse 
Pursued her ear, forbidding all return. 

Upon a hoary cliff that watched the sea, 
Her babe was found — dead : on its little cheek, 
The tear that nature bade it weep, had turned 
An ice-drop, sparkling in the morning beam ; 
And to the turf its helpless hands were frozen : 
For she — ^the woful mother, had gone mad, 
And laid it down, regardless of its fate 
And of her own. Yet had she many days 
Of sorrow in the world, but never wept. 
She lived on alms ; and carried in her hand 
Some withering stalks, she gathered in the spring : 
When any asked the cause, she smiled, and said, 
They were her sisters, and would come and watch 
Her grave when she was dead. She never spoke 
Of her deceiver, father, mother, home, 
Or child, or heaven, or hell, or God ; but still 
In lonely places walked, and ever gazed 
Upon the withered stalks, and talked to them ; 
mi wasted to the shadow of her youth, 
With wo too wide to see beyond— she died : 
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Nol anatoned for by imimted blood, 
Kor by the Spirit that mysterious works, 
Unsancttfied. Aloud her father cursed 
That day his guilty pride which would not own 
A daughter whom the Qod of hearen and earth 
Was not ashamed to call his own ; and he 
Who ruined her, read from her holy look« 
That pierced him with perdition, manifold, 
His sentence, burning with vindictive fire." 

O I if bell bas a pit hotter and more intolerable than all the 
reety a just God must surely reserve it for the lurking foe— 
the seducer damned. 
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THE PRINCIPLES OP ZOifLOGT; 

Toaching the Stnicture, Developmentf Distribution, and Natural Ar- 
rangemeut of the Races of Animals, living and extinct; with numerous 
illustrations. For the use of Schools and Colleges. Part I. — Cox- 
PARATivB Physiology. Bj Louis Agassiz and Augustus A Gould. 
1 2mo. Cloth. Price $ 1 .00. 

QF^This work has been already introduced [into several Colleges, 
Academies and High Schools, and is highly commended by the press 
throughout the country. It is re-printed in London and has been re- 
ceived there with much favor. 

From George B, Emerson^ Esq , Chaimuui t^tho Beaton School CommiUee on Books, 
" I have read with the greatest satisfaction the volume on the principles of Zo- 
ology. It is such a book as might be expected from the eminent ability of the au- 
thors. Professor Agassiz and Dr. Goald. So far as I know it is the most compre- 
hensive and philosophical elementary treatise on the subjecU of which it treats, 
which has yet appeared. 

** It is well adapted to the purvwse of being used as a text-book in schools, and 
I shall employ it in preference to any other in my own School, whenever 1 have 
a class in the elemenu of Natural History, and I can strongly recommend it to 
other teachers.*' 

From Solomon Adams, Esq., Teacher, Boston, 
" It will be enough to say that the book is worthy of Prof. Agassiz and Dr. 
Gould, and that I intend to use it as a class book." 

From Cttorge P, Fisher, Esq., of the Classical and English High School, Worcester. 

** I consider it admirably adapted to supply a want in our Academies and higher 

Institutions. It presents, calmly and systematically, the elementary principles of 

the most interesting departments of Natural Science, and by the simplicity of its 

style and fltmillarity of its illustrations, is well adapted to the American student*' 

From Prqf. James HaU, Albany. 
** This work has been expected with great interest. It is not simply a system 
by which we are taught the classification of Animals, but it is really what it pro- 
fesses to be. the * Principles of Zoology,* carrying us on step by step, from tbo 
simplest trutlis to the comprehension of that Infinite plan which the Author of 
Nature has established. * * * This book places us in possession of information half 
a century .in advance of all our elementary works on this subject. * * * No work 
of the same dimensions has ever appeared in the English language, containing so 
much new and valuable information on the subject of which it treats.** 

F^om SUliman*s JoumaL 

" A work emanating from so high a source, hardly requires commendation to 
give it currency. The public have become acquainted with the eminent abilities 
of Prof. Agassiz. In the preparation of this wink, he has had an able coa4JHtor in 
Dr. A. A. Gould. The volume is prepared fur the student in zoological science ; it 
is simple and elementary in its style, full In its illustrations, comprehensive in its 
range, yet well condensed, and broughl into the narrow compass requidite for the 
purpose intended.** 

jFVom JVeiP York Distria School JoumaL 

** On almost every subject we have scores of new books without new princi|ries, 
but not so with the work before us ; indeed several of the highly interesting topics 
presented and illustrated have no treatise in Iho^English language. It contains a 
large amount of valuable information, and will lie studied with profit and interest 
by those who have made respectable attainments in Natural History, as well as by 
those Just commencing this science. This volume is finely executed, and should 
find a place in every library. As a text book for schools and colleges it is far sa- 
perior to any work before the public." 
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■ODBRR FRENCH LITERATURE; 

Bt L. Rathokd Db Ybbicovb; Edited bt W. S. Chasb. 
]2mo. Price $1.25. 

** This is one of the most readable, interestinft, and profitable books of the kind 
which we ever perused, and cannot foil to please, while it imparts the most valua- 
ble information to the intelligent reader. Too little has been generally known of 
the literaiy characters of France, and bat few persons are aware of their direct and 
powerful agency in the mighty events which have convulsed that nation at differ- 
ent periods, during the last sixty years. This work, we believe. Is the oaly mo* 
dium in our language, through which the reader can obtain so ainple, aecuratoi 
and critical a knowledge of the literature of Fran(% and of ItH innuonce on her 
civil interests by its intimate relation to her politics. The notes by the editor, 
form a rich addition to the work."~-PorUmmUk JomnmL 

** Tiiere is no other work, which gives anything like as complete a view of the 
authors most worthy to be known, who have flourished in the fcist fifty vears. The 
author has enjoyed admirable advantages for making the English and Americana 
acquainted with the better class of writers among his countrymen, ft will be 
found rich and valuable in the several departments embraced, vis. Fhilosorriiy, 
Political Tendencies, Ctiticism, History, Romance, Tlie Drama, and Poetry. The 
notes of the American editor, — a fine scholar, resident in France for the last few 
years.— give Just that kind of additional information which we now roost desire. 
The l>riniant hues of the changing panorama are thus made to pass before our 
mind with such aids for separating them, and distinguishing their beauty, as can- 
not ikil deeply to interest us."— AVw Btdftrrd Mercury, 



TIE FRENCH RETOlUTIORSr 

In 1789, 1830, akd 1848, in thbee Volumes. Bt T. W. Rbdhbad. 
Price 75 cents per volnme. 

This work, which has been in preparation dnrin^ the last two years, 
it was originally intended, should be confined to a history of the deeply 
interesting period from 1789 till the fall of Napoleon, in 1815 ; hut re- 
cent events have rendered it desirable to extend the narrative iiU (he pre- 
§taU time. The work will therefore comprehend an account of the first 
Bevolution in France, the Consulate, the Empire, the Restoration, die 
Revolution of 1830, the Rei(^ of Louis Philippe, and the Revolutionary 
Movements in 1848— the whole drawn from original soiuroes,and adapt* 
ed to popular reading. 

" The author appears to have prepared himself for his task by a careful exami- 
nation of the best authorities— the writings of the actors in these various scenes ; 
and he has given the results of his examination in i^style attractive for simplicity, 
directness and purity. It is the most comprehensive and valuable work on the 
subject that the general reader can And."— American TVuoeller, 

¥AFIJND'S UNIVEBSITr SEKH0N8, 

Recently delivered in the Chapel of Brown University on many of the 
Moral and Religions topics of the day. 12mo. Cloth. Price $1.00. 

Contents :— Theoretical Atheism. — Practical Atheism. — The Moral 
Character of Man, Love to God, three Sermons.— The Fall of Man. — 
Jnsdfication by Works impossible. — Preparation for the advent of the 
Messiah, two Sermons. — The work of the Messiah, two Sermons. — Jus- 
.tification by Faith.— A day in the life of Jesus of Nazareth.— The fall of 
Peter.— The Church of Christ— The Unity of the Church.— The duty of 
obedience to the Civil Magistrates, three Sermons. — The recent Revo- 
lutions in Europe, two Sermons. 
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THE CIURCH IH EARNEST; 

Bt JoMir Abtasli. James. 

18mo. Cloth. Price 50 cents. 

** A very seasonable pablication- The chnrch universal needs a re-awakenlng 
t» Its bi^h vocation, and this is a book to effect, so for as human intellect can, the 
mucb desired resoscitation."— JV. F. Cm*. Jido, 

^ Wa are giad to see that this sohject has arrested the pen of Mr. Javes. We 
welcome and commend it. Let it be scattered like autumn leaves. We believe 
iu perusal will do much to impress a conviction of the high mission '>f the Chris- 
tian, and much to arouse the Christian to fulfil it. The reader will feel that he is 
called into the Church of Christ, not to enjoy only, but to labor, and that his Mas- 
ter's business is not a business to be approached with an indifferent heart or a fee- 
ble hand.'*-^V. r. Recorder. 

" We njoice that this work has been repablished in this coantry, and we can- 
not too strongly commend it to the serious perusal of the churches of every name." 
— Christian AlUanee, 

** Its arguments and appeals are well adapted to rouse to action, and the times 
call for such a book, which we trust will be universally read."-~A* r. Ofoarvn*. 

** Mr. James' writings all have one object, to do execution. He writes nnder 
the impol8e->Do something, do it. He studies not to be a profound or learned, 
but a practical writer. He aims to raise the standard of piety, holiness in the heart 
and holiness of life. The influence which this work will exert on the churcii 
must be highly salutary."— Boston Recorder. 

THE FEBSOR ARO WOEK OF CHRIST, 

Br Erhbst Sartorhts, D. D. Translated by O. S. Stearhb, A. M. 
18mo. Cloth. 42 cts. 

Prom the ^^em York OhoenUr, 
*' A work of much ability, and presenting th.9 argumitnt in a style that will be 
new to most American readers, it will deservedly attract attention." 

From the CkrisUan. Index, 
** Whether we consider the importance of the subjects discussed, or the per- 
spicuous exhibition of truth in the volume before us, the chaste and elegaqt style 
used, or the devout spirit of the author, we cannot but desire that the work may 
meet with an extensive circulation." 

From the Michigan Christian Herald, 
** It will be fbund both fhtra the important subjects discussed, as well as the 
earnestness, beauty and vivacity of its style, to possess the qualities which should 
recommend it to the fkvor of the Christian public." 



Dr. Harris' new Work in Press. 

SCIENTIFIC THEOLOGT, TOl. II. 

The Pre-Adamite Earth, the first volume of the series, was received 
with mach favor, — the second volume (which is to he ready this month,) 
ilWl fully sustain the expectations of the admirers of Dr. Harris* works, 
and enjoy even greater popnlarity, as the subject of the volume is one of 
more general interest, and should engage the attention of all Christians. 

ll^By special arrangement with T%e Anther^ (who will participate in 
the profits of the edition,) the American publishers will be supplied with 
the early sheets of the future volumes of this work, and issue it simulta- 
neously with the London Edition. 



Digitized 



by Google 



BSOBIITLT PUBLISHBD. 

THE SOCIAL PSALMIST; 

A new Selection of Hjmns for Conference Meetings and Family Wor- 
ship, by Beron 8tow and S. F. Smith. 

O^This selection has been in preparation nearly five years. It has 
been the aim of the editors to supply a work of not only elevated poetic 
and mnsical merit, but of true devotional spirit, embracing^ with many 
new hymns, all those which have lieen long familiar in the Conference 
meeting, and hallowed by early association of home and social prayer. 

The work contains three hundred and fifty hymns, on good, clear 
type, and is sold cheap. 

Extract fiiim the Preface, 

After the publication of the Psalmist, the editors found in their pos- 
session a considerable number of hymns, consecrated in the affections of 
Christians, but which the limits prescribed to them necessarily excluded. 
There were also hymns, breathing a pious spirit, and dear to many of 
the people of Ood, — though of a less elevated character, yet not particu- 
larly objectionable, — ^which it was not deemed expedient to admit in 
that woric These compositions were immediately collected toother, and 
combined with other familiar and excellent hymns, marked by a pure 
taste and correct sentiment and expression. During the last fire years, 
the selection has been often revised, and additions made to it of such 
pieces as have seemed adapted to its design. 

To give to the prayer-meeting and the family cu^le Christian poetry 
of a suitable character, and thus, at the same time, to purify the taste 
and to foster the spirit of devotion, is certainly a worthy object The 
standaid hymns of the Christian church are the most fit to be enshrined 
in the memory of the devout, as helps of their worship and their piety. 
Their familiarity, instead of being an objection to them, is their highest 
praise. That they have expressed the divine aspirations of those who 
nave passed on to the worship of the heavenly temple, gives them a 
eharm which compositions wholly new could not claim. In the minds 
of difierent Christians, we believe that almost every hymn in this book 
will summon up some sweet and holy recollections. 

DAILY DUTIES, containing the ''Bible and the Closet"* and the 
** Family Altar." in one volume. Cloth, gilt edges. 60 cents. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S PRIVATE COMPANION, containing the 
"Daily Manna*' and the ''Young Communicant," in one volume. 
Cloth, gilt edges. 50 cents. 

CONSOLATION FOR THE AFFLICTED, conUining the "Silent 
Comforter" and the "Attractions of Heaven." Cloth, gilt edges. 50 

cents. 

e 
GOLDEN GEMS; for the Christian. Selected from the writings of 
the Rev. John Flavel, with a Memoir of the Author, by Rev. Joseph 
Banvard. Ck>th, gilt edges. 31 cents. 

THE CHURCH MEMBERS' HAND BOOK, a plain Guide to the 
Doctrines and Practice of Baptist Churches. By Rev. Wm. Crowell, 
Author of the " Chnrch Members' Manunl." Ta press. 
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T— «mtloa of TwdMW, and >n tntoiiiiia In <diie«lkm,ii Javllid to OM'namiiM troriM 
Mm pNMBtod. TlMj an M&fldmtlj eomBMnd«d m th* bwt taxt-booki ia thirfr mvmA 
dtpartmenli of iMrning, and ham tcedTed fha bluest eommmdattoiM. 

BdMOl and GlaMleal Books of all kindi rapiAad wholesale aad retail, on fh« moit flnw- 



JU8T PUBLISHED. 



VBIVCIPLBS OF ZObLOOT; Toachixig the Straetare, Derelop- 
ment, Distribntioii, and Natural Arrangement of the Races of Aitimals, 
Yifiug and extinct, with numerons illustrations. For the use of Schools 
and Colleges. Part I., CoMFABAnvB Phtsioloot. By Louis Aoassiz 
and Augustus A. Gould. 

ExtracUfiwn ike Pr^fbee. 

" Th« design of Chis work Is to fUrnlsh an epitome of the leading principles of the science 
of ZoStoflDT, as dodnced from the present state of knowledge, so Illastnited as to be Intelligible 
to the beginning student No similar treatise now exists In this eonntiy, aad indeed, some 
of th« topics hare not been touched upon ia the laagnage, nnlees in a strictljr teehaieal 
flwm, and in scattered articles.** 

•* Being designed for American stndents. Htm iUnstntions hate been drawn, as flw as pos- 
sible, ftorn American objects. * * * Fopalar names hare been employed as fisr as posrible, 
and to the seicnttfle names an EngUih termination has generallr been given. The arst part 



s briefly c 

XODBBK FBEirCH LITEBATUBE; By L. Raymond Db YtfRi- 
couR, formerly lecturer in the Royal Athenieum of Paris, member of the 
Institute of France, &c. American edition, brought bown to the present 
day^ and revised with notes by William S. Chase. With a fine portrait 
of Lamabtine. 

%* This Treatise has reeelTed the highest praise as a eomprehcnslT* and thorough sorrey 
of the Tarions departments of Modem Fieneh Lltemtare. It contains biographical aad 
oritical notes of all the prominent names in Fhllosophj, CSritidsm, History, Romance, 
Fbatiy, aad the Drama { aad preseats a ftiU and impartial oonsldemttoa of tho Political 
Teadeades of Fraace, as they may be traced la ttie writiags of authors equally ooasploo- 
ens as Scholars aad as Statesmea. Mr. Chase, who has beea the FariMaa ooireqiondent of 
■arend leading peiiodieals of this eonaftry, is well qnaHlled, fkom a protoaged residence la 
' Tteaea, his Amffiari^ with lis Utentore, aad byapenoaal afcqualataaoe with many of 
Ofeea authors, to latoodace the work of Do YMoour to the American pnbUe. 

** This li the only complete huatiis of the kind on this subject, either In Freaeh or Bag- 
Idi, aad has reeelTed (he highest eommeadation. Mr. Chase is weH qnalifled to Inlrodaeo 
Am work to the public. The book cannot fUl to be both usefhl aad popular.** —ilTsis litHb 
^fetUng Poat, 

** Literature aad Polities are more doselr allied thaa maay an aware o& It is paiOen- 
laily so ia Fraace ; and the work aanonnced by this learned French writer will, doub fl esa, 
ba iisgiilj sought after."' TAs Alrmbol, itoston. 

** Mr. Chase Is entirely competent for the task he has undertaken in the present lailaiuit. 
Bis latrodvelion aad aoles have donbfless oddod much to tto^ne of Hie w«k,ea|Mc<Mr 
to Ihe Amerieaa reader.**— iBvenlaff Oaawttt, Motion, 
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THE MISSIONARY ENTSRPRISC; A GoUeetkm of DisooiOBM 
on Ghristuui MiMions. by American Authors. Edited by Babos 
Stow, D.D. Second Thousaiid^ PricQ 96 cents. 

«• V w« derfnd to pat Into th« lundf of a fbrdgner a Mr exhibition of the MjM(c!tT uid 
■piilt of the Amerlnui clwreh, ire would gUre Mil liUs Tolmne. Yon hare ^M V'^i^ 
tofeilwr • ftv dlMMonot, preached from time to tfrne, hy difRreht indlvidUaU, of diflerent 



denomlnatjoni, ai drcumstances have demanded them ; and you see tlie stature and fed 
the pube of the American Church in theee ditconrses with a certainty not to be mistaken. 

** You eee the high talent of the American church. We venture the asaertion, that no 
Aation in the woiid has such an amount of forceftil, available talent in its pulpit Th« 
•nernr, directneu, seope, and intellectual spirit of the American church is wonderful. In 
this book, the diseonnes by Dr. Beecbcr, Fm*. Waylaad, and the Bev. Dr. Stone of the 
Episcopal church, are amons the veir highest exhibitions of logical correctness, and bum* 
lac populK iarror. TUs volume viH have a vlda eirculaiion.<<^2'A« ITew BngUmder. 

**■ Thb work eontalna flfteea senoons on Hiaslont, by Bev. Dra. Wavland, Orifln, Ander- 
•on, WilUams, Beechcr, IfiUer, FuUer. Beman, Stone, BIa«A, and by BeV. Messrs. Kirk, 
atow, and ld«. It is a rich treasure, which ought to be in the possession of every Ajneriean 
Christian."— CbroKaa BapUtt, 

THE GREAT COMMISSION ; Or, the Christian Church constituted 
and charged to convey the Gospel to the World. A Prize Essay. By 
John Harbis, D.D. With an Introdnctory Essay, by W. R. W11XIAM8, 
D.D. Fifth Thousand. Price $1.00. 

** His plan is original and comprehensive. In filling it up the author has interwoven 
facts with rich and glowing illustrations, and with trains, of thought that are sometlnies 
almost resistless in their appeals to the conscience. The work is not more distinguished 
for Its arguments and its genius, than for die spirit of deep and fervent piety that per- 
vades itr—The Day^rvng. 

** This work comes forth in circumstances which give and promise extraordlnaiy interest 
and value. Its general circuUdfion wiU do mu<^ good.**— iVeu> York EvangelitL. 

* In this volume we have a work of great excellence, rich in thought and illustration of a 
subject to which the attention of thousands ha« been called, by the word and providence of 
Qod:* — Philadelphia Obmrver. 

** The merits of tiie book entitle it to more than a prize of money. It constitutes a moet 
powerful appeal on the subject of Misrions.'*—J¥ewzbrJk Baptist Advocate. 



** Its stvie is remarkably chaste and elegant. Its sentiments richly and fervently e _ 
getized, its argumentation conclusive. Poachers especially should read it i they will re- 
new their strength over its noble pages.** — Zion's Herald^ Boston. 

** To recommend this work to the ftiends of missions of all denominations would be but 
fliint praise; tlie author deserves and will undoubtedly rceeive the credit of having applied 
a new lever to that great moral machine which, by the blessing of God, is destined to 
evangelize the world.^ — ChristioH Secretary ^ Rwriford. 

** We hope that the volume will be attentively and prayerftilly read by the whole 
ehnrch, which are clothed with the ** Great Commission^ to evangelize the worid, and 
that they will be moved to an immediate discharge of its high and momentous obUgaUona. 

THE KAREN APOSTLE; Or, Memoir of Ko Thah-Btu, the first 
Karen conyert, with notices conccminff his Nation. With maps and 
plates. By the Bey. Francis Mason, Missionary. American Edition. 
Edited by Prof. H. J. Riplet, of Newton Theol. Institution. Fifth Thou- 
sand, rrice 26 cents. 

%« «< This it a work of thiiUiag interest, containing tiie history of a remaricaUe man, and 
living, also, much information respecting the Karen Miarfon, heretofore anknown ia tihb 
eouatiy. It must be sought for, and read with avidity by tttose intcieeted in tide moat in- 
teresting mission. It gives an account, which must l>e 'attractive, ftom its novelty, of« 
people that have been but little known and visited by missiomaiiei, till wttiitn a fow yearfc 
The baptism of Ko Thah-Byu, in 1888, was the beginning of the mission, and at the en^of 
these twelve years, twelve hundred and seventy Karens are ofllcially reported as memben 
Df the churches, in good standing. The mission has been carried on p w em inentty by Hm 
Karens themselves, and tiiere is no doubt, from maeh touching evidence contained tii tida 
volume, that they are a people peculiarly susceptible to religions Impreniona. The aecount 
of Mr. Mason must be interesting to wmj ona. 
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MEMOfn OP ANN H. JUD80N, late Missionftiy to Bnnnah. By Key. 
Jahes D. Knowles. 12mo. Edition, price 86 cents. ISmo., price 58 cts. 
** We an particnlarlj gr«ttiled to perceive a new edition of the Memoin of Mn. Jndsoiu 
Bhe.wM an lionor to our country — one of the most noble-«pirited of hericx. IteannoC, 
therefore, be f urprising, that ao many edition*, and f o many thousand copies of her Ufc and 
adrenturea hare been sold. The name — the long career of suffering — the self-sacrificing 
spirit of the retired conntiy-glrl, have spread over the whole world; and the heroism of her 
apostlesbip and mlmoet martyrdom, stands out a liTing and heavenly beaoon-Are, amid the 
dark midnight of ages, and human hlstoiy and exploits. She was the first woman who 
resolved to Mcome a mlssionaiy to heathen countries."— ^Imertcan Travetter, 

** This is one of the most Interesting pieces of fimiale blognmhy which has ever come un- 
der our notice. No quotation, which our limits allow, would do Justice to the fiicts, and we 
must, therefore, refer our readers to the volume itselfl It ought to be Immediately added to 
every fkmily library.**— Xondon Miacetkmu» 

MEMOIR OF GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, Late Missionary to 
Burmah, containic^' mach intelligence relative to the Barman Mission. 
By Rev. Alonzo &sq. A new Edition. With an Introductory Essay, 
by a distingoished Clergyman. Embellished with a Likeness; a 
beautiful Vignette, representing the baptismal scene mst before his 
death ; aud a drawing of his tomb, taken by Rev. H. Malcom, D.D. 
Price 75 cents. 

** One of the brightest luminaries of Buimah Is extinguished, — dear brother Boaidman 
b gone to his eternal rest He foil gloriously at the head of his troops — In the arms of vic- 
tny,— thirty-eight wild Karens having been t»ought into the camp of Ung Jesus since the 
beginning of the year, besides the thir^-twotiuit were bronriit in during the two preceding 
years. Enabled by wounds, he was obliged, through the whole of the last expedition, to be 
carried on a litter ; but his presence was n host, and the Holy Spirit aeeompanied his 
dying whispers with almighty influence." Env. Dr. Judsok. 

" No one can read the Memoir of Boardman, without foellng tiiat the religion of Christ Is 
suited to purify the aflbetions, exalt the purposes, and give energy to the charaeter. Mr. 
Boardman was a man of rare excellence, and his biographer, by a Just exhibition of that 
excellence, has rendered an important service, not only to the ea.use of Christian missions, 
but to the interests of personal godliness." Bakon Stow. 

MEMOIR OF MRS. HENRIETTA SHUCKp The Fust American 
Female Missionary to China. By Rev. J. B. Jbter. Fourth thousand. 
Price 50 cents. 
^ We have seldom taken Into our hands a more beautiftil book tiian this, and w« have 

small pleasure in knowing the degree of perfoction attained in this countrr In the arts 

of printing and book-binding, as seen In its appearance. The style of the author Is sedate 



no small pleasure in knowing the degree of perfoction attained in this countrr In the 
of printing and book-binding, as seen In its appearance. The style of the author Is sec 
and perspicuous, such as we might expect tram his known piety and leamins, his attach^ 
ment to missions, and the araiac»e lady whose memory he embauns. The book will be ex- 
tensively read and eminently useful, and thus the ends sous^ht by the author will be hap- 
pily secured. We think we are not mistaken In this opinion ; for those who taste the 



eifoct of earty education upon the expansion of regenerated convictions of dutv and ha] 
ness, who are charmed witti youthful, heroic self-consecration upon the altar of Ood,for 
wcUare of man, and who are interested in those struggles of mmd which lead men to shi 



their eyes and ears to tiie importunate pleadings of flfial affection — those who are interested 
in China, that large opening Held for the glorious conquests of divine truth, who are intep> 
ested in the government and habits, social and business-like, of the people of this empire — 
all such will be interested in this Memoir. To them and to the friends of misrions generally, 
the book is commended, as worthy of an attentive perusaL"— rAe FamUv Visiter^Boaton. 

MEMOIR OF REV. WILLIAM Q. OROCKER, Late Missionary in 
West Africa, among^the Bassas, Including a History of the Mission. By 
R. B. Medbert. Price 62^ cents. 

** This interesting work wHl be found to contain much valuable Informatton In lelatioa to 
the present state and prospects of Africa, and tiie success of Missions In that Interesting 
Aonntry, which has Inst taken a stand among the nations of the earth, and. It Is to be hoped, 
may successfully wield its new pollers for the ultimate good of the whole eontinent. The 
present work is commended to tne attention of every lover of the liberties of man. 

*' Our acquaintance with the excellent brother, who is the subject of this Memoir, will be 
long and fondly cherished. This volume, prepared by a lady, of true taste and talent, and 
of a kindred spirit, while it is but a just tribute to his worth, will, we doubt not, ftimlsh 
lessons of humble and practical piety, and will give such fkcts relative to the mission to 
which he devoted his nh, as to render It worthy a distinguished place among the rellgloiiB 
and mlssionaiy biography which has so mnch cnrlehed the fiamtly of Qod."> (X WakJSMm, 
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THE APOSTOLICAL AND PRIMITIVE CHURCH; Popular in 
its toyenunent and umple in its worship. By Ltmaic CoLEiCAif . With 
an introductory essay, by Dr. Auoustub Kkasdkb, of Berlin. Second 
Edition. Price $1.26. 

TIm PmblUhen ham been f»Tored with muxj highly commendaloiy notteet of fhia 
voik, ftem IndiTldiuli end public Joonuls. The flrrt edition fbond a npid tale; ifc haa 
been repabttahed in England, and leoeived with much fk^or ; it b nniTenalljr pronouneed 
to be elandaid anthoritj on thia subject} and Is adopted as a Text Boole in Thedogieal 



JVwM tk» Pn^/iman in Jsklover Tkeologiedl StnUmmy. 
«* The uDdenlgned are pleased to hear that 70U are soon to publish a new edition of Om 
*¥timltlTe Church/ by Ltmait Colimait. They reaard this volume as the result of 
eKtensire and oririnal re s earch 1 as embodying very unportant ma te ria ls for reference, 
much eoand thought and conclosiTe argument In their estimation, it may both iatereat 
and Instract the intelligent layman, may be profitably used as a Text Book fbr Theologl- 
eal Students, and should especially form a part of the libraries of clergymen. The intro- 
daction, by KaAnnaa, la of itself sufflolent to recommend the volume to the literary 
pubUe.'* Lkohako Woods, Bkla B. Eowakds, 

Balph Emebson, Edwako A. Pabk. 



JVwM &mmel JfZBsr, DJ)., Prmeeton Theological Seminanf. 




Uspoeed, an< 
guidance, on the great subject of which it treats." 

Yours, respectfully, 8aicvbl Mijulbb. 

THE CHURCH MEMBER'S MANUAL Of Ecclesiastical Principles, 
Doctrines, and Discipline ; presenting a Systematic View of the Structure, 
Polity, Doctrines, and Practices of Christian Churches, as taught in Uie 
Scriptures ; by Wm. Crowell. With an Introductory Essay, by Hemkt 
J. KiPLET, D.D. Price 90 cents. 

The Rev. J. DowUng^ D.D.t of New York, wriiee ; — " I have perused, with great satia- 
fketlon * The Church Member's Manual.* I hare long ftlt In common with many of my 
minbtering brethren, the need of just such a work to put Into the hands of the members, 
and especially the pstftors and deacons of our churches. . . As a whole, I hare great 
pleasure In commending the work to the attention of all Baptists. I think that Bra Crowell 
has peribrmed his task In an admirable numner, and desenres the thanks of the whole Bap- 
tist community.'* 

We cordially concur In the above recommendation. 8. H. Cone, Elisha Tucker, W. W. 
Everts, David Bellamy, Heniy Davis, A. N. Mason, and A. Haynes. 

The pastor of one of the laigest and most influential churches In New England, writea 
asfidlows. 

*■ The work is admirably adapted to the wants of pastors and private members. IT I 
eould have my wish, not only the ministers, but the deaeona and senior members of our 
churches would own and read the book." 

Another writes — •* I have read this work with great pleasure. For a long time such • 
Kuide has been needed, and much detriment to the church would have been avoided, had 
It made its appearance sooner.** 

** This very complete Manual of Church Polity Is all that oould be desired In this depart- 
ment Every Important point within a wide range, b brou^t fbrward, and cvcqr point 
touched is settted.** - ChrieUan Review, 

«* While we dissent fW>m the positions laid down In this book, yet we honor the aufltor fbr 
eairytng out Ms principles. Be undertook to write a Baptist book, and wa cheerfbOy 
bear testimony that he has done his work and done it welL We bear testimony to tM 
depth of thought and conciseness and purity of s^rle which do credit to the auflior.** 

OhritHim WUmtn (Bpfaeqpat)* 

THE CHURCH MEMBER'S GUIDE, By Bey. J. A. James. Edited 
by Bey. J. 0. Choulks. New Edition ; with an Introductory Essay, by 
Bey. Hubbard Winblow. Price 88 cent^. 

A pastor writes — *«I sincerely wish that every proftssor of religion in the land mnr 
poasees this excellent manuaL I am anxious that every member of my chuick ab^i 
pMsees It, and shall be happy to promote its circulation still more extensively.** 
-V ±t* ipontaneous effusion of our Heart, on laying the book down, was, — mw evwy 
atrarui-member In our land soon possess this book, and be blessed with all the hannhnsa 
whteh aentoimllr to Ite evangeUe aenliments and directions is^ul^ to eoiOto?^^ 

OKHMon Aarsfoiy. 
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THE PtALMISX: A New CoUection of Hymns, for the lue of tfa« 
Baptist Churches/ By Bakoh Stow and S. F. Smith. 

Assisted by W. R. Williams, Geo. B. Ide, R. W. Griswold, S. P. Hill, 
J. B. Taylor, J. L. Dagg, W. T. Brantly, B. B. C. Howell, Samuel W. 
Lynd and John M. Pecic. 

rulpit edition, 12 mo., sheep, Price 1.S5. Pew edition, 18mo., 76 ots. 
Pocket edition, 82mo., 66>^ cts. — All the different sizes supplied in 
extra styles of binding at corresponding prices. 

V This work It vomj b« nid, ham tMCome thk book of the Baptiat denomfauUion, IwTlaf 
been introduced exteniively into every State in the Union, and the Biltidi pgor in eee. At 
aeolleetion of hjmns it stands anriralied. 

The united testimonj of peston of the Baptist ehuiches in Boston and Tieinl^, in New- 
York, and in Philadelphia, of the most dedded and flattering ehaneter, has been gjLrm ht 
favor of the book. Also, b j the Flroftessors in Hamilton literary and Theological Institntioii, 
and the Newton Theological Institation. The same, also, has been done by a great number 
of clergymen, chnrches, Associations, and Conventions, in evecy State of the Union. 

The ibllowing notice, from the Miami Association, of Ohio, Is but a spednen of a hosS 
of others , received by the publishers : 

•• Your Committee leeommend to the attention of the Churches, the new work called 
• The Paahnist,' as worthy of special patronage. 1. It is exceedingly desirable that our 
whole denomlnatioD shoafd use in the praises ofthe sanctuary the same psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs. To secure uniformity, we prefbr * The Psalmist,* because It is strictly, and 
from the foundation, designed for the use of Baptist churches, — is not surpassed by any 
Uyiuu Book in the world. 3. It has been prepared with the fpceaUat care. In no instance has 
a llyiim Book gone through so thorough a revision. 8. It ts a book of very superior merits. 
The Committee tiierefore recommend to the chnrches the adoption of this work as well 
calculated to elevate the taste and the devotion of the denomination." 

THE PSALMIST, WITH A SUPPLEMENT, by Richabd Fuller, 

of Baltimore, and J. B. Jeteb, of Richmond. (Prices same as above.) 

*^* This work contains neatly thirteen hundred hvmna, original and selected, by 173 
writers, besides i^eces credited to fifty>ftve collections of hymns or other works, the author- 
ship of which is unknown. Forty-five are anonymous, being traced neither to authors nor 
collections. 

The Sopplemekt, occupying the place of the Chants, which in many sections ofthe 
country are seldom used, was undertaken by Bev. Messrs. Fuller and Jeter, at the solicila- 
tion of Mends at the Soutlu 
** The Psalmist contains a copious supply of excellent hymns for the pulpit. We an 
■ * ■* ■ *" iombmin|;,ina 

bjects. with a '. 
.uable than nev 
ly sung in the 
r may be its e 
ally or permaueutly'popular in that region." — Freface. 

COMPANION FOR THE PSALMIST. Containing Original Mn«io. 
Arranged for hymns in *• The Psalmist,* of peculiar character and metre. 
By N. D. Gould. Price 12>i cents. 

*«*This work is designed, and the music has been written, expressly to meet thb wanti 
of those who uae * The Psalmist* It is adapted to the numerous beautiful hymns of pecuBar 
metre, which are embraced in that collection, a fow of which are to be found In other hymn 
books, and to none of which have any tunes been hitherto adapted. They are simple, and 
euitable for either private, social, or public devotion. 

WINCHELL'3 WATTS. • An arrangement of the Psalms and Hymns 
of Watts, with a Supplement. 82mo. Price 67 cents. 

WATTS AND RIPPON. The Psalms and Hymns of Dr. Rippon. with 
Dr. Rippon's Selections, in one volume, new edition, corrected and 
improved by Rev. C. G. Sommers, New York. 18rao. Price 75 cents. 



acquainted with no collection of hymns combinin|;, in an equiu degree, poetic merit, evangel!- 
eal •eiitiment, and a rich variety of subjects, with a happy adaptation to pulpit servTcea. 
Old songs, like old friends, are more valuable than new ones. A number of the hymns best 
known, most valued, and most frequently sung in the South, are not found in the Psalmist. 
Without them, no hymn book, whatever may be its excellences, is likely to l>ecome gener- 
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OLAttlOAL studies: Essays on Anoieat Utantnm «ad lit: 
With the Biography and Correspondence of eminent Philologiste. Br 
Bab&as SbakSi Pres. Newtcm TheoL Inst, B. B. Edwa&db, Prof. 
Andoyer TheoL Seminary, and 0. C. Feltos, Prof. Haryard Uniyenity. 
Price $1.26. 

** Thlf TOlaiM It «o coiniiMm-plaM prodaelioQ. li to tnily NAPMhing^ viM« w an 
obUgad, fiom wMk to veek, to look throagh the roam of books which inctesiw upon our 
tablo, nuuiT of whieh are extremely attenuated in thonght and J^nae In f^lc, to Und eome- 
thiag whieh earriei oe back to the pure and inTlgonuTng iailuenee of the nuteler minda of 
aaHqvitf. The gentteaMn who have produced thto volnme deaenre tlie oordial thanka of 
the litemiT worid.** — Jfew Englaitd PvUan. 

** The olidect of the aoeompliehed gentlemen who hare engaged in iti poparation haa 
beeut to foeter and extend among educated men, In thia country, ttie already growing inter- 
eat in eiaeiiral etodlce. The deaign ia a noUe and genevous one» and has Men executed 
with « taate and good eenie that do honor both to the writen and thepubUehen. Tiie book 
to one wliich desenrea a place io the library of every educated man. To thoee now engaged 
la claeeteal study It cannot fUl to be highlr usefkJ, whito to the more adranced scholar, it 
will open new sources of interest and delight in the nnlbrgottcn puisnlto of hb earlier 
dayi/* — iVatndaaos Jomrntd. 

OESENIUS»S HEBREW aRAMMAR. Translated from the Elei^nth 
Gennan Edition. By T. J. Cosamt, Prof, of Hebrew and of Biblical 
Critiolsm and Interpretation in the Theol. Institution at Hamilton, N. Y. 
With a Conrse of Exercises in Hebrew Grammar, and a Hebrew Chres- 
tomathy, prepared by the Translator. Price $2.00. 

*■ *«* 8pe^ reference has been had in the arrangement, iUnstrattona. the addition of the 
Course of Exercises, the Chrestomathy, ftc, to adapt It to the wants of those who may wtoh 
to pursue the study (^Hebrew without the aid of a teacher. 

Prof. Stewaft, In an article In the Biblical Benositoiy, says : — •« With such efforts, — such 
unremitted, unwearied, energetic eflbrts, — what are we to expect from such a nuin as 
Oesenlnsf Has he talent, Judgment, tact, as a philologist? Read his wr^rlc on Isaiah i 
compare his Hebrew Grammar with the other grammars of the Hebrew which Germany has 

£t produced i read and compare any twenty, or even ten articles on any of the difficult and 
portant words in the Hebrew with the same in Buxtohf, Cooeeius, Stocklns, Eiclihoni'o 
fiimonl, Winer, etren (Parkhurst, I cannot once name), and then say whetlier Gesenius, as 
n Hebrew phllologer, has talents, tact, and judgment Nothing but rival feelings, or preiu- 
dice, or antipathy to his theological sentiments, can prevent a unity of answer.'* 

LIFE OF GODFREY WILLIAM VON LIEBNITZ. On the basis 
of the German Work of Dr. G. £. Guhrauer. By JoHir M. Mackue. 
Price 75 cents. 

** The peculiar relation which Llebnitz snttidned during his lift to Locke and Newton 
nay partly account Ibr the fket that a biography of this great man has been so long wanting 
In the English language. . . . We commend this book, not only to scholars and man 
of science, but to all our readers who love to contemplate the Ufa and labors of a great and 
good man. It merits the special notice of all who are interested in the business of eaacatlon, 
and deserves a pUce by the side of Brewster's Life of Newton, in all the libraries of oni 
iehoolB, academies, and literary institutions.**— CArisfion ITatcAman. 

** There Is perhaps no case on record of a single man who has so gone the rounds of human 
knowledge as did Liebnitz : he was not a reduse, like Spinoza and Kant, but went fW>m 
eapltal to capital, and associated with kings and premiers. All branches of thought wen 
interesting to him, and he seems in pursuing all to have been actuated not by ambitioi^ 
but by a sincere a desire to promote the knowledge and welftre of mankind. —Ohrtit, Worid. 

LIFE OF ROGER WILLIAMS, The Founder of the State of Rhode 
Island. By Wm. Gammell, Professor of Rhetoric in Brown University, 
With a likeness. Price 76 cents. 

«*Mr. Oammell'e fine beUea^tlers attainments have enabled him to present hU distin- 
gnlshed euhfeet in the most captivaUng light 8o far as the work tonches controrerslee 
which reaeh and Influence the present times, it Is our privUege as well as duty to read it as u 
private oitiaen, and not ■« a pulMic Journalist. Its mechanical executloik Is In the nsnally neat 
■tyle of the respectable publishers.**— Christian Alliance. 

•* This lift has many virtues - brevity, simpllci^ ftiiness. Though written hr a Bhoda 
Island man, and warm in its approval of Roger Williams, It is not unjust to ws PniltaA 
opponents, but only draws such deductions as were unavoidable Itom the pscnlsea. It li 
the lift of a 0oo<i man. and wa reed with grateful complaeency the eonunandaHoa of hto 
eKoellences.** — CArisNon WorUL 
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THE FOUR Q08PEL8, WITH NOTES. Chiefly Explanatory ; in* 
tended principally for Sabbath School TeacherB and Bible Glasses, and 
as an aid to Family Instruction. By Hehrt J. Biplkt, Newton TheoL 
Institution. Seventh Edition. Price $1.26. 

%* This voik thoald be in the bands of emy stodent of the Bible, espcdeUj ererjr 
SiMath School aad Bible CtaH teneher. Itie prepand with fpedal letecnee to thii claM 
of penons, and oontelni a maai of jnst the kind of information wanted. 

"The nnderrigned, haTing examined Profteeor Blpter't ^otee on the Ooipele, ean 
tebommend them with confidence to all who need inch helpi in the ttiady of the aaened 
Beriptorei. Thoie painffM which all ean undentand arc left * without note or comment,' 
and tiM principal hibor if deTOted to the exphmation of such parts as need to be ezphdned 
and Kscned from the perversions of erroiists, both the ignorant and the learned. The 
practical snggestions at the close of each chapter, are not the least valnable portion of the 
work. Most cordiaUj, for the sake of truth and il^teousness, do we wish for these Notes 
a wide circulation. 

Baboh Stow, B. BL Nialb, B. Tvhhbpu;., 

' Dabikl Shabp, J. W. Pabxbb, N. Coltbb. 

Wlf. HAOI7B, & W. CVBHMAB, 

THE ACT8 OF THE AP08TLE8, WITH NOTES. Chiefly Ex- 
punitory. Designed for Teachers in Sabbath Schools and Bible Glasses, 
and as an Aid to Family Instruction. By Prof. Hbnbt J. Riplet. 
Price 76 cents. 

**The external appearance of this book, —the binding and the printed page, — * it is 
a pleasant thing for the eyes to behold.' On examining the contents, we are favorably 
Impressed, first, by the wonderfiil perspicuity, simplicity, and comprehensiveness of the 
author*s style i secondly, by the completeness and systematic arrangement of the work, in 
all its parts, the * remarks ^ on each paragraph being careAiUy separated from the exposi- 
tion I thirdly, by the correct theology, solid instruction, and connstent explanations of 
difficult passages. The work cannot fldl to be received with favor. These Notes are mnch 
mora ftill than the Notes on th» Oospels, by the same author. A beautifka map accompanies 
them." — CkriBHan Reflector, Boaton. 

CRUDEN'8 CONDENSED CONCORDANCE. A Complete Con- 
cordance to the Holy Scriptures ; by Alexander Crudek, M.A. A 
New and Condensea Edition, with an Introduction; by Rev. David 
Kino, LL.D. Fifth Thousand. Price in Boards, $1.25 ; Sheep, $1.50. 

*****This edition is printed ftom English plates, and is a fiill and ttix copy of all 
that is valuable In Cmden as a Concordance. The principal variation ttoni the larger book 
consists in the exclusion of the 'Bible Dictionary, which has long been an incambrance, 
and the accuracy and value of which have been depreciated by works of UUer date, eontidn- 
ing recent discoveries, fhcts, and opinions, unknown to Cmden. The condensation of 
tiie quotations of Scripture, arranged under their most obvious heads, while it diminishes 
the bulk of the work, greatly facilitates the finding of any required passage. 

** Those who have been acquainted with the various works of this kind now in tise, 
well know that Cruden's Concordance far excels all others. Yet we have in this cdtti«>n of 
Cruden, the best made better. That Is, the present Is better adapted to the purposes of a 
Concordance, by the erasure of superfluous references, the omission of unnecessary expla- 
nations, and the contraction of quotations, ftc. ; it is better as a manual, and is better 
adapted by Its price to the means of many who need and ought to possess such a work, 
tiaan the fbrmer larger and expensive edition." — Boston Recorder. 

*■ The new, condensed, and cheap work prepared firom the voluminous and costly one of 
Cruden, importunely flUs a chasm in our Biblical literature. The work has been examined 
critically by several ministers, and others, and pronounced complete and accurate." 

BapHft Record, Phila, 

* This is the very work of which we have iMig (bit tha need. We obtidned a copy of 
the English edition some months since, and wished some one would pul>llsh it t and we 
are much pleased that its enterprising publishers can now furnish the student of the Bllde 
with a work which he so much needs at so cheap a nte.'* — Adtfent Herald, Boetan, 

**'W9 cannot see bat it is, in all points, as raluable a book of reference, for ministers and 
Bible students, as the burger edition." — Christian R^eetor, Boston. 

** The present edition, in being relieved of some things which contributed to render all 
former ones unnecessarily eumbrons. without adding to the substantial value of the work« 
becomes an exceedingly cheap book." — Albany Argns. 
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a^t tD^IU of Mn i§(tm$. W3. 

THE PRE-ADAMITE EARTH: Oontributious to Theological Boi- 
enc«. Price 85 cents. 

This ToluiiM !• th« flni of * icriei, each being complete In itself. By epeclftl anmg^ 
neat with (Ae Awlkor (who wiU pwtlciiMte In the proflti of thic editton), the Ameiicaa 
pabUihen will be inppUed wltti the early cheeli of ttie Aitun Tolumei, and Inoe it MlBul- 
taneotulj with the London Edition. 

** It eeemi to ue a Tery sueoectful ipeciraen of the lynthetica] mode of reaaonine. It pnti 
the mind on a new track, and le well fitted to awaken its eneigieti and expand its ▼lews. 
Ve liare nerer seen the natural sciences, particularly Geology, made to ere so decided 
and uBlmpeachable a testimony to revealed truth. He appears to allow It all that it can 
Iwtly cldauail indeed that its adrocates eaa fidrly dalm for It, whUe the inteErity and 
^WQk of the Seriptnres are maintained inviolate. And the wonders of God's works, which 
he has here grouped tMether, convey a most magnitlcent and even overpowering idea of the 
Qreat Creator." — Ckrutkm Mtmtr, ParUmd. 

THE GREAT COMMISSION ; Or, the Christian Church constituted 
fljMl charged to convey the Gospel to the World. A Prize Essay. With 
an Introductory Essay, by W. K. Williams, D.D. Price $1.00 

** Of the several nrodaetlont of Dr. Hanis, — all of them of great value, —that now before 
•■ Is deitined, prooably, to exert the most powerful influence in forming the religious and 
missionaiy character ov the coming generations. But the vast fund of argument and in- 
struction comprised in these pages will excite the admiration and inspite tlie gratitude 
of thousands in our own land as well as in Europe. Every clergyman and pious and re- 
flecting layman ought to possess the volume, aud make it familiar by repeated perusaL" 

Boifton ttccurder. 

** His plan Is original and comprehendve. In fllllngit up, the author has interwoven Aieta 
with ricn and glowing illustrations, and with trains of thought that are sometimes almost 
resistless in their appeals to the conscience. The work is not more distinguisiied for its 
•igumeats and its genius, than ibr the spirit of deep and fervent piety that pervades It.** 

Tht DaihSifT-iiiff. 

THE GREAT TEACHER; Or, Characteristics of oar Lord's Ministry. 
With an Introductory Essay, by H. Humphbbt, D.D. , Tenth thousancl. 
Price 85 cents. 

** The book ItMlf murt have cost ranch meditation* much communion on the bosom of 
Jesus, and much pr«yer. Its style is, like the country which gave it birth, beautiful, varied, 
flnlahed, and everywhere delightfuL But the style of tiiis work is its smallest excellence. 
It will be read : it ought to be read. It will 4nd its way to many parlors, and add to the 
eomfbrta of many a happy fireside. The reader will rise fh>ra each chapter, not able, per* 



haps, to carry with him many striking remarks or apparent paradoxes, but be will have a 
sweet impression made upon nls soul, Tike that which soft and touching music makes when 
every thing about it is appropriate. The writer pours forth a clear and beautiful light, like 



that of the evening light-house, when it sheds its rays upon the sleej^g waters, and 
covers them with a surface of gold. We can have no sympathy with a heart which yields 
not to impressions delicate ana holy, wliich the perusal of this work will naturally make." 

Hampshire Gazette, 

miscellanies; Consisting principally of Sermons and Essays. With 
an Introductory Essay and Notes, by J. Belcher, D.D. Price 76 cents. 
** Some of these essays are among the finest in the language ; and the warmth and energy 
of religious feeling manifested in several of them, will render them peculiarly the treas- 
ure of the eloset and the Christian fireside."— Aoh^ot Qcaeiie. 

M AMMQN ; Or, Covetousness, the Sin of the Christian Church. A Prize 
Essay. Price 45 cents. Twentieth thousand. 

*«*Thi8 masterly work has already engaged the attention of ehnrehes and IndiTldaals, 
and receives tite highest commendations. 

ZEBULON ; Or the Moral Claims of Seamen stated and enforced. Edited 
by Bey. W. M. Rogebs and D. M. Lobd. Price 25 cents. 

*«* A well written and spirit-stirring appeal to Christians in faror of this numerous, «•- 
lU, and long neglected class. 

THE ACTIVE CHRISTIAN; Containing the *' Witnessing Church,»» 
" Christian Excellence," and " Means of Usefulness," three popular pro- 
ductions of this talented author. Price 81 cents. 
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SLSXSVT8 OF POLITICAL ECOKOXT. By Frakcm 
Watlaud, D.D., President of Brown University. Fifteenth Thousand. 
12mo. cloth. Price $1.26 

** Hli oMeet has bMn to write ft book, irhich maj one who chooiet mnT undcrttond. He 
hftfl, therefore, labored to exprete the general principles in the plainest manner poujblc^ 
and to ilhiitnit* thorn hy eases with which erei7 person is familiar. It has been to tlie 
anflior a source of regret, that the course of diacussfon in the following pages, has, uni^ 
TOldabiT, led him otrer ground which has ftvquentiy l>een the arena of political ooutro 
Tcrs^. In all such eases, he has endeaTored to state what seemed to Klin to be trutl^ 
without fear, Ihvor, or aftction. Be is conscious to himself of no bias towards aiir portj 
whatever, and he thinks that he who will read the whole work, will be convinced that ht 
ha« been hdluenced bj Done.'* — JEirtract,^ioM the Pr^oet. 

POLITICAL ECOKOXY» ABBIBGXD, by the Author, nn. 
adapted to the use of Schools and Academies. Seventh Thousand- 
18mo. half morocco. Price 50 cents. 

*«*The success which has attended the abridgment of **Tho Elements of Moral 
Science ** has Induced the author to prepare an abridgment of this work. In this case, 
as In the other, the work has been wholly re>written, and an attempt has been made to 
adapt it to the attainments of jouth. 

** The original work of the author, on Political Economy, has already been noticed oo 
our pages ; and the present abridgment stands in no need of a recommendation from us. 
We may be permitted, however, to say, that both the rising and risen generations are 
deeply indebted to Dr. Wayland, for the skill and power he has put forth to bring a highly 
important subject distinctly before them, within such narrow limits. Thoush ' abridged 
for the use of academies,* it deserves to be introduced into every private fanifly, aud to be 
studied by eveiy man who has an interest in the wealth and prosperity of his country. It 
is a subject little understood, even practically, by thousands, and still less undemtood 
theoreticallv. It Is to be hoped, this will form a class-book, and be faithfully studied in 
our academies : and that it will find its wav into every family library ; not thore to be 
shut up unread, but to afford rich material for thought and discussion in the family 
circle. It is fitted to enlarge the mind, to purifv the judgment, to correct erroneous 
popular impressions, and assist every man in forming opinions of public measures, 
which will abide the test of time and experience." — Boston Recorder. 

•* An abridgment of this clear, common sense work, dedgned for the use of academies 
is Just published.. We rejoice to see such treatises spreading among the people; and we 
^ • ru^ " New Yoik T • 



uige all who would J)e intelligent fteemen, -to read them." — New York Trofucript. 

"We can say, with safiety, that the topics are well selected and arranged: tl 

author's name is a guarantee for more than usual ezcelleuce. We wish it an exteiisiva 



** It is well adapted to high schools, and embraces the soundest system of republican 
political economy of any treatise extant" — Daily Advocait. 

THOTTGHTS on the present Collegiate System in the United States. 
By Frakcis Wayland, D.D. Price 60 cents. 

** These Thoughts come Arom a soarce entitled to a rvrj resnectfhl attention t and as th« 
author goes over the whole ground of collegiate education, criticising fVeely all the arrange- 
ments in every department and in all their bearings, the book ie very full of nuMer. W« 
hope it will prove the beginning of a thorough discussion." 

PALSY'S KATTTBAL THEOLOeY. Illustrated by forty niates, 
and Selections from the notes of Dr. Paxton, with additional Notes, 
original and selected, for this edition ; with a vocabulary of Scientific 
Tenns. £dited by John Wabje, M.D. 12mo. sheep. Price $1.25. 

- The work before us ii one which deserves rather to be studied than merely read. 
Indeed, without diligent attention and study, neither the excellences of it can be fully dJa- 
•overed, nor its advantages reftlised. It is, therefore, gratifjring to find it introduced, as a 
text-book, into the colleges and literaiy institutions of our country. The edition before us 
It superior to any we have seen, and, we believe, superior to any that has yet been pub> 
nshed.** — Spirit of the Pilgrinu. 

**PeriiapflttO one of onr authoi's works gives greater satisfhetion to all classes of rmden, 
Iha young and the old, t" " 



, , « the Ignorant and the enlbhtened. Indeed, we recollect no book la 

which the arguments for the existence and attributes of the Supreme Beinv, to be drswa 
from hl« works are exhibited in a manner mora attractive and more convincing." 

CkrtMtiem Bximimmr, 
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THI XLXXXVT8 OF XOEAL SCIXHCX. By Fkakou 
Watulitd, D.D. President of Brown TTaWnniity. ftnd Professor of 
Moral PhUotophy. Thirty-sixth Tho«i8sird. t2mo.clah. Price $1.26. 

%* Thii work has been «zttDdTelj and fiiT0(1»blr wvUwd ud ■d<q>tod m « cUu-bottk 
. la BMit of tiM «olk|lftta, thMlogk^ and MftdsiakMi iiuUtelkm^ 



• I h«T« nnmiiiad It with 
•ad to well exMuled. Dr. 



** Th« woilc of Dr. Wajland hai orUflo gradually ftom the neccMitr of eorrectinc 
IdM i»lnciplefl and fkllaetouf reasoning! of Falej. It is a radical mirtake, in the ed< 



Hhjmat mdaflMtton and intareat Tlie woric wai greatlj mcded, 
. WajkBd dcMrve* the grateAiI aekuowledgmenti and llbend 
of tha pnbUe. I need ear nothing farther to ezpreH mj high estlniate of tlM 
watk, tSui that we ahaU iaiBMdiaM7 adept ft ai a last-book la oar ttalyeMty." 

From Hon, Jeme$ KnU^ lata ChemetUor i^f New Tort, 
* Tha work has been read by me attenflTd^ and tboioughly, aad I think rery highly af 
It The author himself if one of tha most estimable of men, and I do not know cf uty 
ethical treatise, in which our duties to Ood and to our Mlow^nen are laid down wiA mora 
piaelslon, simplicltj, deamess, energy, and truth.** 

tha 

_-^ - ^ , •«•»- 

Hon or youth, to permit any book to be used by students as a teat-book, whleh eontains 
erroneous doctrines, especiailr when these are fuodamcntal, and tend to Titiale the whole 
system of morals. We have been grsatlr pleased with the method which President Way* 
land has adopted : he goes baek to the simplest and most Aindameutal principles i and, la 
the statement of hto Views, he unites perspicuity with conciseness ana precision. In all 
tha author's leading fundamental principles we enUrely concur." —Jtiblical HepatUur^, 

** This Is a new woik on morals, fat academic use, and we welcome it with much satis- 
ftctibn. It is the result of serersl years* reflection and experience in teaching, on the part 
of Its Justly distinguished author ; and if it is not perfectly what we could wi^ yet, in the 
most important respects, it supplies a want which has been extensively felt It is, we 
think, substantially sound in its fundamental principles ; and being coinprehenslTe and 
elementary in its plan, and adapted to the purposes of instruction, it will be gladly adopted 
^ .. . ^^- ^ — *„ _ ,-__ -^. w — ^.„_.,,-,^ ^^^ ^^ existing works of Paley.** 

The LUerary ana Theological Review. 



■ OBAL SCIEKCE, ABBIBGED, by the Author, &nd adapted 
to the use of Schools and Academies. Twenty-fifth Tiiousand. 18mo. 
half morocco. Price 60 cents. 

%* The attendon of Teachers and Sehocd Committees, and aU interested la the moral 
(raining of youth is inrited to this valuable work. ^ It has reerived the onquaiiflad 
approbafton of all who have examined It i and it Is believed to be admirably adapted tb 
axert a wholesome influence on the minds of the young, and lead to the fbrmation of cor- 
net moial principles. 

•* Dr. Wayland has published an abridgment of his woik, Ibr the use of schools. Of 
this step we can hardly speak too highlr. It is more than time that the study of moral 
philosophy should be introduced into all onr institutions of education. We are happy to 
see the way so auspiciously opened for such an introduction. It has been not niereir 
abridged, but also ro-wriWa^ We cannot but regard the labor as well bestowed.** — Sbrik 
Jxnanoan Review. 

<*We speak that we do know, when we express our high estimate of Dr. Way land's 
ibiUty In teaching Moral Philosophy, whether orally or by the book. Having listened to 
his instructions, in this interesting department, we can attest how lofty are the prindples, 
how exact and severe the argumentation, how appropriate and strong tiie flfustrations 
irhlch characterize his system and enforce it on the mind.** — The ChriBlkm WU»et$. 

** The work of which this volvme is an abridgment, is well known as one of the beat and 
most complete works on Moral Philosophy extant The author Is well known as one «/f 
the most profound scholars of the age. That the study of Moral Science, a science which 
teaches goodneu, should be a branch of education, not only in onr colleges, but In oar 
schools and academies, we believe will not be denied. The abridgment of this work 
seems to us admirably calculated for the purpose, and we hope it will be extensively 
applied to the purposes for which it b Intended.** — The MercamtSe JoumaL 

** We kail the abridgment as admirably adapted to supply the deflcieney which has \<m9 
bean felt in common school education, — the study of moral obUeation. Let the ckila 
'V^ he taught the relations It sustains to man and to Its Maker, the first acQu^ntlug it 
*••«• tne duties owed to sode^, the second with the duties owed to Ood, and who can 
■Btaiea how many a sad and disastrous overthrow of character will be prevented, and how 
alavated and pure will be the sense of Integrity and ▼irtua?" — Bvitm$ QoMtu, 
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Qjlt Edges and BeautUUlf Ornamented OoTen. Flrice 31)^ Oentt Each. 

DAILY MANNA for Christian Pilgrims. Containing a text of Scrip- 
tnre for each day in the year, with an analysis of its contents, and a 
Terse of poetry. By Bev- Babon Stow. 

** A perfect gem of a book, and full of gem* ftY>m the mine that ylcldc the purcst and 
brighteit that an found fai the world." -j^. Y. ^^ 



THE ATTRACTIONS OF HEAVEN. Edited by Bey. H. A. 
Gbatss. 

THE YOUNQ COMMUNICANT. An Aid to the Bight Understanding 
and Spiritual Improyement of the Lord's Supper. 

THE ACTIVE CHRISTIAN. From the Writings of John Harris, D.D. 

THE BIBLE AND THE CLOSET: Or, how we may read the 
Scriptures with the most spiritual profit. By T. Watson. And Secret 
Prayer successfully managed. By S. Lee. Edited by Bev. J. 0. Choules. 

THE MARRIAGE RING, or how to make Home Happy. From the 
writings of J. A. James. 

'* It is a precious little work, calculated alike to improve the morals and promote the 
happiness of the domestic hearth." — Southaji Whiffy 

LYRIC GEMS. A Collection of Original and Select Sacred Poetry. 
Edited by Bev. S. F. Smith. 

** It is appropriately named ' Oems/— not the least brilliant of which ara the conlxibutLoni 
of the editor himself.'* — Christian Sector. 

THE CASKET QF JEWELS, for You^g Christians. By James, 
EowA^tDs, and Harris. 

THE CYPRESS WREATH. A Book of Consolation for those who 
Mourn. Edited bv Bev. B. W. Griswold. 

* This Is a most beautlftil and judicious selection of prose and poetry, from the most pop- 
ular authors, interspersed with select passages from Scripture." 

THE MOURNER'S CHAPLET. An offering of Svmpathy for Bereav- 
ed Friends. Selected from American Poets. Edited by John Kj<xs£. 

THE FAMILY CIRCLE. Its Affections and Pleasures. Edited by H. 
A. Graves. 

THE FAMILY ALTAR. Or the Duty, Benefits, and Mode of Con- 
ducting Family Worship. 

Sets of the above, put up in neat boxet. and forming a beautiful " MiniaJburt 
lAbrary** in 12 Volumes. Price, $3.75. 

THE SILENT COMFORTER^ A Companion for the Sick Boom, by 
Mrs. Louisa Payson Hopkins. 

Oip* OOier volumee are in preparation and wiU toon be issued, 

DOUBLE MINIATUBES. Prick 60 Cents Each. 

THE WEDDING GIFT; Or the Duties and Pleasures of Domestic Life. 
Containing the Mamage Ring and the Family Circle, in one Volume. 

THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN'S O U I D E to the Doctrines and Duties of 
a Religious Life, Containing the Casket of Jewels and the Active 
Christian. In one volume. 

THE MOURNER COMFORTED. Containhig the Cypress Wreath, 
and the Mourner's Chaplet, in One Volume. 
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CHAMBERS'S CYCLCP/EDIA OF ENGLISH LITERATURE; 

A i:>ciection of the Choicest FroducUons of English Authors, from the 
earliest to the present time; Connected by a Critical and Biograf^- 
ical History. Edited by Robert Chambebs, assisted by Robjlbt 
CARRUTHEits, and other eminent Gentlemen. Complete in two im- 
perial octavo volnmes, of more than fourteen hundred pages of double 
column letter press ; and upwards of 800 elegant illustrations. Price, 
in cloth, $5,00. 

\* Tbe PttblUhen of the AMEBICAN Edition of thic VMliuble irork deaire to itnte, fliat, 
beside* the numerous pictorial illustrations in Uw EnfpUsh Edition, thej hare gieatlj en- 
itehed the work hy the addition of fine steel and mezzotint engravings of tiie heads of 81iak»> 
peare, Addison, Byron t a full length portrait of Dr. Johnson, and a beautiful scenic repre- 
sentation of Oliver Goldsmith and Dr. Johnson. These important and elegant additiOBi 
together with superior paper and binding, must give this a decided preference over all 
other editions. 

** We hail with peculiar pleasure the appearance of this work, and more espeeiallj ita 
leptiblication in this countoj at a price which places it within the reach of a great number 
of readers. We have l>een inundated by a stream of cheap reprints, ten^ng to corrupt the 
morals and vitiate the taste of our community, and we are pleased that the publishers have 
still sufficient faith in the purity of both, to induce them to incur the large outlay which 
the production of the work oefore us must have occasioned, and finr which they can expect 
to be remunerated ooly by a very extensive sale." 

** The selections given by Mr. Cham ben from the works of the eariy English writeia are 
copious, and judiciously made. ***** We shall conclude as we commenced, with ex- 
presfing a Iiope that the publication which has called forth our remarks will exert an influ- 
ence ill directing the attention of the public to the literature of onr forefiidiers." 

Iforth Atnariean Review. 

CHAMBERS'S MISCELLANY of Useful and Entertaining Knowledge, 
with elegant illustrative engravings. Edited by William Chambers. 
rrice 25 cents per number, to be completed in ten Elegant volumes. 

*«* The design of the Miscellavt is to supply the increasing demand for nseftil, in- 
structive, and entertaining reading, and to bring all the aids of literature to bear on <Ae ttt^- 
tii-tithn of the fprlinif* etnti vndergtcau1mg of tA« people — to impress correct views on impor- 
tant mural and social questions — suppress every species of strife and savagery —cheer tiie 
lagging <uid desponding by the relation of tales drawn from the imagination of popular 
writers — rouM the fancy by descriptions of interesting foreign scenes — give a zest to 
every-<iay occupations by ballad and lyrical poetry — in short, to ftamish an nnobtmslTa' 
friend and guide, a lively fireside companion, as far as that object can be attained tiuongii 
the instrunicutality of books. 

CHAMBERS'S LIBRARY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. A series of small 
bof>k.?, elegantly illuminated. Edited by William Chambers. Each 
volume fonns c complete work, embellished with a fine steel engraving, 
and is sold separately. Price 37i cents. 

CRLANDINO: A Story of Self-DeniaL By Marla. Edgeworth. 

'^HE LITTLE ROBINSON: And other Tales. 

L *CLE SAM'S MONEY BOX. By Mrs. S. C. Hall. 

TRJTH AND TRUST. Jervis Ryland — Victor and Lisette. 

JACOPO : Tnles by Miss Edgeworth and others. 

POEMS. By various Authors, for the young. 

The aim of this series is to make the young reader better and hapi^cr i to this end* At 
iTlsction of subjects wiU be designed to influence the heart and feclinga. 



07* Other IwAimef curt m preparaiikm. 
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